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Overview
Un insegnante quasi perfetto" by Filippo Pergola introduces readers to Professor Marco De
Santis, a dedicated high school literature teacher navigating the complexities of the Italian public
education system. The novel explores his unwavering passion for teaching and his commitment
to truly connecting with his students, often going beyond the rigid curriculum and bureaucratic
hurdles. De Santis is portrayed not as an idealized figure, but as a "nearly perfect" teacher –
someone deeply human, prone to doubts and frustrations, yet relentlessly striving to inspire and
guide his diverse class, which includes students facing various personal and academic
challenges.

The narrative delves into the daily realities of school life, from the vibrant energy of the
classroom to the often-stifling administrative demands. Pergola masterfully illustrates the
profound impact a single dedicated educator can have on young lives, fostering critical thinking,
empathy, and a love for learning, even when faced with apathy or difficult home situations. The
book serves as a poignant reflection on the state of modern education, questioning its priorities
and celebrating the enduring power of human connection in shaping future generations. It's a
story that resonates with anyone who believes in the transformative potential of good teaching
and the quiet heroism found in everyday dedication.

Key Takeaways
• True education extends beyond textbooks and standardized tests, focusing on holistic
student development.

• A teacher's empathy and willingness to understand students' individual struggles are crucial
for their growth.

• Navigating bureaucratic systems requires resilience and a steadfast commitment to one's
core mission.

• Even small acts of dedication can profoundly impact a student's life and future trajectory.

• The "nearly perfect" teacher acknowledges their own imperfections while striving for
excellence in their calling.

• Fostering a genuine connection with students is more valuable than simply imparting
information.

Chapter Summaries
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The Arrival of Professor De Santis

The novel introduces Marco De Santis, a passionate literature teacher beginning a new school
year. Readers are quickly immersed in his ideals for education and his initial observations of his
diverse class, setting the stage for the challenges and rewards he will encounter in the Italian
public school system. His enthusiasm immediately contrasts with the often-indifferent
environment.

Classroom Dynamics and Early Challenges

This section delves into the personalities of De Santis's students, from the bright and engaged to
the rebellious and apathetic. He faces the immediate challenge of capturing their attention and
fostering a love for learning, employing unconventional methods to break through their
defenses and connect on a deeper level than mere academics.

Navigating Bureaucracy and Parental Expectations

De Santis confronts the realities of the school's administrative system and the often-conflicting
expectations of parents. He struggles with rigid curricula, excessive paperwork, and the pressure
to conform, highlighting the tension between an educator's passion and institutional constraints.
These interactions test his resolve and commitment.

Individual Student Journeys

The narrative focuses on several key students, exploring their personal struggles, family issues,
and academic difficulties. De Santis acts as a mentor, offering guidance, support, and
understanding beyond his teaching duties, demonstrating how a teacher's influence can extend
far beyond the classroom walls and impact a student's entire life.

Moments of Triumph and Frustration

This part depicts the emotional rollercoaster of a school year, showcasing both the small
victories—a student's breakthrough, a moment of shared understanding—and the inevitable
frustrations, such as student failures or administrative setbacks. It emphasizes the human
element of teaching, with its inherent highs and lows.

The End of the School Year and Lasting Impact

As the school year concludes, the novel reflects on the progress made by the students and the
profound, often subtle, impact Professor De Santis has had. It explores the lasting bonds formed
and the seeds of knowledge and empathy planted, leaving readers with a sense of the enduring
legacy of a dedicated teacher, even if not every outcome is perfectly resolved.

Themes
• Teaching dedication
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• Student-teacher bond

• Education system flaws

• Youth challenges

• Empathy in teaching

• Bureaucracy vs. passion

Frequently Asked Questions
What is un insegnante quasi perfetto about?

"Un insegnante quasi perfetto" tells the story of Marco De Santis, a passionate high school
literature teacher in Italy. The novel explores his dedication to connecting with and inspiring his
diverse students, often battling bureaucratic obstacles and personal challenges. It's a poignant
look at the realities of modern education and the profound impact a committed educator can
have on young lives.

Is un insegnante quasi perfetto worth reading?

Yes, it is highly recommended for anyone interested in education, human connection, and
contemporary Italian society. The book offers a realistic yet hopeful portrayal of teaching,
highlighting both its frustrations and immense rewards. Readers will appreciate its empathetic
characters and its thoughtful exploration of the challenges faced by both teachers and students.

How does un insegnante quasi perfetto end?

Spoiler: The novel concludes with the end of the school year, reflecting on the significant, often
subtle, impact Professor De Santis has had on his students. While not all problems are perfectly
resolved, the ending emphasizes the lasting bonds formed and the seeds of knowledge and
empathy planted, suggesting that true teaching is an ongoing, evolving process rather than a
definitive conclusion.

Who should read un insegnante quasi perfetto?

This book is ideal for educators, aspiring teachers, parents, and anyone interested in the
dynamics of the school environment. It also appeals to readers who enjoy character-driven
literary fiction that explores social themes and the quiet heroism of everyday professionals.

How long does it take to read un insegnante quasi perfetto?

Based on an average reading speed of 250 words per minute, "Un insegnante quasi perfetto"
typically takes around 5 to 6 hours to read. This estimate can vary depending on individual
reading pace and the specific edition's length.


