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Overview
Time-Saver Standards for Landscape Architecture, edited by Charles W. Harris, serves as an
indispensable and comprehensive reference guide for professionals and students in the field of
landscape architecture. It compiles a vast array of technical data, design guidelines, and practical
standards essential for the planning, design, and construction of outdoor spaces. The book
systematically covers topics ranging from site analysis and grading to planting design, materials,
construction details, and environmental considerations, presenting information through detailed
drawings, charts, tables, and concise explanatory text.

Its main argument is that successful landscape architecture relies on a solid foundation of
technical knowledge and adherence to established standards, which this book meticulously
provides. It aims to streamline the design process by offering readily accessible, authoritative
information, thereby saving time and ensuring the quality and functionality of designed
landscapes. The book matters significantly because it bridges the gap between theoretical
design principles and practical application, equipping practitioners with the tools to address
complex design challenges, meet regulatory requirements, and create sustainable, aesthetically
pleasing, and functional outdoor environments.

Key Takeaways
• Always conduct thorough site analysis and inventory before beginning any design work to
understand existing conditions and constraints.

• Utilize standardized data and dimensions for elements like pathways, ramps, and seating to
ensure accessibility and ergonomic comfort.

• Select planting materials based on their ecological suitability, mature size, maintenance
requirements, and aesthetic contribution to the site.

• Pay meticulous attention to grading and drainage plans to manage stormwater effectively
and prevent erosion.

• Incorporate sustainable design principles, such as water conservation and native plant use,
into all landscape projects.
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• Understand the structural properties and installation methods of various hardscape
materials to ensure durability and safety.

• Develop detailed construction drawings and specifications to clearly communicate design
intent to contractors.

• Consider the long-term maintenance implications of design decisions to ensure the
longevity and success of the landscape.

Chapter Summaries
Site Analysis and Inventory

This section details the critical process of gathering and analyzing site information, including
topography, climate, soils, existing vegetation, hydrology, and cultural features. It provides
methods for conducting comprehensive site inventories, mapping existing conditions, and
understanding the environmental and regulatory context that influences design decisions. The
emphasis is on developing a thorough understanding of the site's unique characteristics before
any design intervention.

Grading, Drainage, and Earthwork

Focusing on the manipulation of landforms, this part covers principles and techniques for
grading, stormwater management, and erosion control. It includes standards for slopes,
contours, retaining walls, and various drainage systems, such as swales, catch basins, and
permeable pavements. The objective is to create functional and aesthetically pleasing landforms
that effectively manage water and integrate with the surrounding environment.

Planting Design and Horticulture

This chapter provides extensive guidance on the selection, arrangement, and establishment of
plant materials. It covers plant characteristics, ecological requirements, planting details, and
horticultural practices. Information on tree and shrub spacing, soil preparation, irrigation
systems, and plant health is included, aiming to facilitate the creation of sustainable and visually
appealing planting schemes that thrive in their specific environments.

Paving, Surfacing, and Structures

This section delves into the design and construction of various hardscape elements, including
pathways, plazas, steps, ramps, and retaining walls. It offers standards for material selection
(e.g., concrete, asphalt, pavers, wood), structural considerations, accessibility requirements, and
construction details. The goal is to ensure durability, safety, and aesthetic integration of
hardscape elements within the overall landscape design.

Water Features and Aquatic Environments
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Dedicated to the design and implementation of water in the landscape, this part covers
fountains, ponds, streams, and other aquatic features. It includes technical data on water
circulation, filtration, waterproofing, and safety considerations. The chapter provides guidelines
for creating engaging and sustainable water elements, addressing both their aesthetic appeal
and their functional requirements.

Site Furnishings, Lighting, and Signage

This chapter addresses the selection and placement of site amenities that enhance user
experience and functionality. It includes standards for benches, waste receptacles, bicycle racks,
and other furnishings. Detailed information on outdoor lighting design, fixture types, and
illumination levels, as well as principles for effective signage, is provided to ensure comfort,
safety, and clear communication within the landscape.

Environmental Systems and Sustainability

This section explores principles and applications of sustainable design in landscape architecture.
It covers topics such as ecological restoration, green infrastructure, water conservation, energy
efficiency, and material recycling. The chapter emphasizes integrating environmentally
responsible practices into all phases of design and construction to minimize ecological impact
and promote long-term resilience.

Construction Details and Specifications

This concluding part provides a wealth of standardized construction details and specifications for
a wide range of landscape elements. It serves as a practical guide for preparing construction
documents, ensuring that designs are buildable, meet industry standards, and are clearly
communicated to contractors. The focus is on precision and clarity in translating design intent
into built form.

Themes
• Design Standards

• Site Planning

• Technical Data

• Construction Details

• Environmental Design

• Professional Practice

Frequently Asked Questions
What is time saver standards for landscape architecture about?
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Time-Saver Standards for Landscape Architecture is a comprehensive reference book providing
technical data, design guidelines, and construction standards for landscape architects. It covers
everything from site analysis and grading to planting, paving, water features, and sustainable
design, serving as an essential resource for practical application in the field.

Is time saver standards for landscape architecture worth reading?

For anyone involved in landscape architecture, urban planning, or site design, this book is highly
valuable. It's not meant for a linear read but as a go-to reference for specific technical
information, design standards, and construction details. Its comprehensive nature makes it an
indispensable tool for both students and seasoned professionals.

Who should read time saver standards for landscape architecture?

This book is primarily intended for landscape architects, urban designers, site planners, civil
engineers, and architecture students. Anyone needing detailed technical information, design
standards, and construction specifications for outdoor spaces will find it an invaluable resource
for professional practice and academic study.

How long does it take to read time saver standards for landscape architecture?

As a large-format reference book, Time-Saver Standards for Landscape Architecture is not
typically read cover-to-cover. A full, thorough read-through could take upwards of 40-50 hours
due to its extensive content and detailed diagrams. However, most users consult specific
sections as needed for their projects.


