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Overview
The Things We Leave Unfinished is a dual-timeline romance by Rebecca Yarros that intertwines a
modern-day love story with a World War II-era romance discovered through a manuscript. The
novel follows Georgia Stanton, a contemporary romance author who has retreated to her late
grandmother's Colorado estate to escape a messy divorce and finish her latest book. There she
meets Noah Harrison, a handsome and charismatic actor cast to star in the film adaptation of her
grandmother's famous novel, The Things We Leave Unfinished. As they work together, they
uncover the unfinished manuscript of that novel, which reveals a heartbreaking love story set
during the war, involving Georgia's great-aunt and a bomber pilot.

The narrative alternates between the present-day relationship of Georgia and Noah and the
historical romance of Scarlett and Jameson, whose story was left incomplete. The past timeline is
rich with the tension of wartime, duty, and sacrifice, while the present timeline explores themes
of trust, vulnerability, and the courage to love again after betrayal. As Georgia and Noah dig
deeper into the manuscript, they realize that the unfinished story holds secrets that could
change everything they thought they knew about their families and themselves.

The book is a sweeping, emotional tale about the power of love to transcend time and the
importance of finishing what we start—whether that be a story, a promise, or a relationship. It
resonates with readers who appreciate layered narratives that blend historical and
contemporary romance, and it underscores the idea that some stories are worth fighting for,
even when the ending is uncertain. Yarros crafts a poignant exploration of how the past shapes
our present and how unfinished business can haunt us until we find the courage to confront it.

Key Takeaways
• Love can be a second chance, even when it arrives in the most unexpected form, as Georgia
and Noah discover despite their initial resistance.

• The past is never truly behind us; the unfinished stories of our ancestors can shape our own
lives in profound ways.

• Trust is built through vulnerability and honesty, not through grand gestures or perfect
timing.

• Sometimes the bravest thing you can do is finish what someone else started, even if it
means facing painful truths.
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• True love is not about perfection but about showing up for each other through the
messiness of life.

• A story left unfinished can still have the power to heal, inspire, and connect generations.

• Forgiveness, both of others and of ourselves, is essential to moving forward and embracing
new love.

• The choices we make in moments of crisis define who we are and who we become.

Chapter Summaries
Part One: The Manuscript

The novel opens in the present day with Georgia Stanton, a successful romance author,
returning to her grandmother's estate in Colorado after a public divorce. She is struggling to
write her next book and feels disconnected from her craft. Meanwhile, Noah Harrison, a famous
actor, arrives to prepare for his role in the film adaptation of Georgia's grandmother's novel. The
two clash initially, but as they explore the estate, they discover an unfinished manuscript hidden
in a drawer. This manuscript, titled The Things We Leave Unfinished, tells the story of Scarlett
and Jameson, set during World War II. The discovery sets the stage for a dual narrative that will
intertwine their lives.

Part Two: Scarlett and Jameson

The narrative shifts to 1942, introducing Scarlett, a young woman who dreams of becoming a
writer, and Jameson, a dashing bomber pilot. They meet at a dance and fall deeply in love, but
their happiness is cut short when Jameson is deployed overseas. They exchange letters, and
Scarlett begins writing a novel based on their love story. The chapters alternate between their
wartime experiences and the present-day reactions of Georgia and Noah as they read the
manuscript. The historical sections are filled with longing, fear, and the hope that love can
survive the war.

Part Three: The Unfinished Ending

As Georgia and Noah continue reading, they learn that Scarlett's manuscript ends abruptly,
leaving the fate of Jameson unknown. Georgia becomes obsessed with uncovering what
happened, while Noah is drawn to the emotional depth of the story. Their professional
collaboration turns personal as they spend more time together, and they begin to confront their
own fears about love and commitment. The unfinished nature of the manuscript becomes a
metaphor for their own unresolved feelings and the risks they must take to move forward.

Part Four: Secrets Revealed

Georgia discovers that her grandmother, who was Scarlett's sister, had hidden parts of the story.
Through letters and family records, she learns that Jameson did not die in the war, but that
Scarlett made a painful choice to protect her family. The revelation forces Georgia to re-evaluate
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her own life and the choices she has made. Meanwhile, Noah proves his loyalty by supporting
Georgia through the emotional turmoil, and their relationship deepens. The past and present
begin to converge as they piece together the full truth.

Part Five: The Ending

In the final section, Georgia and Noah travel to England to find the real Jameson, who is now an
elderly man. They meet him and learn the full story of his and Scarlett's love, including the
sacrifice Scarlett made to keep her family safe. The meeting gives Georgia closure and inspires
her to finish the manuscript, honoring Scarlett's legacy. In the present, Georgia and Noah
confront their own fears and decide to take a chance on love. The novel ends with Georgia
completing the story, and she and Noah beginning a new chapter together, having learned that
some things are worth finishing.

Themes
• Second chances

• Unfinished stories

• Sacrifice and love

• Family secrets

• Healing through writing

• Trust and vulnerability

Notable Quotes
• "Some stories are meant to be unfinished, but that doesn't mean they're not worth telling."
— Georgia reflects on the manuscript she discovers, realizing that even an incomplete story
can have profound meaning.

• "Love isn't about the perfect moment. It's about the imperfect moments that make it
perfect." — Noah says this to Georgia as they navigate their growing feelings amidst the
chaos of their lives.

• "We leave pieces of ourselves in the stories we tell, and sometimes we find ourselves in
them too." — Georgia contemplates the connection between her grandmother's novel and
her own life.

• "The hardest part of love isn't the falling. It's the staying." — Scarlett writes this in a letter to
Jameson, reflecting on the challenges of maintaining love during wartime.

• "You can't finish a story if you're too afraid to turn the page." — Noah encourages Georgia to
face the truth about her family's past and her own heart.

Frequently Asked Questions
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What is The Things We Leave Unfinished about?

The Things We Leave Unfinished is a dual-timeline romance novel by Rebecca Yarros. It follows
Georgia Stanton, a contemporary author, who discovers an unfinished manuscript written by her
great-aunt Scarlett during World War II. As she and actor Noah Harrison read the manuscript,
they uncover a heartbreaking love story that parallels their own growing relationship. The novel
explores themes of love, sacrifice, and the power of finishing what we start.

Is The Things We Leave Unfinished worth reading?

Yes, if you enjoy emotional, character-driven romances with historical elements. The dual
timeline keeps the narrative engaging, and the love stories are both heartwarming and
heartbreaking. Yarros's writing is immersive, and the themes of unfinished business and second
chances resonate deeply. Fans of Colleen Hoover or Taylor Jenkins Reid will likely appreciate this
novel.

How does The Things We Leave Unfinished end?

Spoiler: Georgia and Noah travel to England to meet the real Jameson, who reveals the full story
of his and Scarlett's love and the sacrifice she made. Georgia gains closure and finishes the
manuscript, honoring Scarlett's legacy. In the present, Georgia and Noah overcome their fears
and commit to a relationship, having learned that some stories are worth finishing.

Who should read The Things We Leave Unfinished?

Readers who love contemporary romance with a historical twist, especially those who enjoy
stories about second chances, family secrets, and the healing power of writing. If you like books
that alternate between past and present, or if you're a fan of Rebecca Yarros's other works, this
novel is a great fit.

How long does it take to read The Things We Leave Unfinished?

The book has approximately 400 pages, and at an average reading speed of 250 words per
minute, it would take around 8-10 hours to read. Most readers finish it in a few days, depending
on how much time they dedicate to reading.


