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Overview
The Sun And The Star: A Nico Di Angelo Adventure plunges readers into the perilous depths of
Tartarus alongside Nico di Angelo, son of Hades, and his boyfriend, Will Solace, son of Apollo.
The story begins with Nico receiving a cryptic prophecy from a newly discovered Oracle, hinting
at a dire fate for the Titan Bob (Iapetus) if he is not found and brought back from the
Underworld's deepest pit. Despite the immense danger and Nico's past trauma associated with
Tartarus, Will insists on accompanying him, determined to be Nico's light in the darkness. Their
journey is not just a physical quest but a profound exploration of their relationship, individual
fears, and the nature of hope and despair.

As they navigate the terrifying landscapes of Tartarus, Nico and Will face primordial beings,
monstrous challenges, and the oppressive psychological weight of the abyss. The quest forces
them to confront their deepest insecurities: Nico's struggle with his identity, his past losses, and
his connection to darkness, and Will's anxieties about his ability to protect Nico and his own place
in a world of shadows. Through shared trials, emotional vulnerability, and unwavering support
for each other, they learn to accept their strengths and weaknesses, finding courage and love
even in the most desolate corners of existence. The book ultimately delves into themes of
trauma, healing, self-acceptance, and the enduring power of partnership against overwhelming
odds.

Key Takeaways
• True strength is found not in suppressing one's darkness, but in acknowledging and
integrating it with one's light.

• Unwavering support from a partner can provide the courage needed to face one's deepest
fears and past traumas.

• Hope is a conscious choice that must be actively made, even when surrounded by
overwhelming despair and darkness.

• Healing from trauma is a non-linear process that requires confronting painful memories and
accepting vulnerability.

• The journey of self-discovery and acceptance is often more significant than the external
quest itself.

• Love, in its purest form, empowers individuals to overcome seemingly insurmountable
obstacles and find peace.
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Chapter Summaries
Chapters 1-3: The Prophecy and the Oracle's Cave

Nico di Angelo receives a cryptic and unsettling prophecy from the Oracle of Delphi, foretelling a
perilous journey into Tartarus to save an old friend. His boyfriend, Will Solace, insists on
accompanying him, despite Nico's deep-seated fears about exposing Will to the horrors of the
Underworld and his own past traumas. They grapple with the implications of the prophecy,
understanding that this quest will test their limits and their relationship in unprecedented ways.
The initial discussions highlight Nico's reluctance and Will's unwavering determination to
support him, setting the stage for their challenging adventure.

Chapters 4-6: Preparations and Farewells

Before their descent, Nico and Will gather essential supplies and seek counsel from trusted
friends. They consult Percy Jackson and Annabeth Chase, who offer invaluable advice based on
their own harrowing experiences in Tartarus. The couple shares emotional goodbyes with their
friends at Camp Half-Blood, acknowledging the high stakes and the uncertainty of their return.
These preparations are not just physical but also mental, as they brace themselves for the
psychological toll of the journey ahead, strengthening their resolve and commitment to each
other.

Chapters 7-9: The Descent into Tartarus

Nico and Will enter Tartarus through the House of Hades, a place laden with dark memories for
Nico. The initial descent is disorienting and terrifying, immediately immersing them in the
oppressive and alien environment of the pit. They face the immediate threat of Tartarus's
monstrous inhabitants and its soul-crushing atmosphere. Nico's shadow-travel abilities are
crucial for navigation but also begin to take a significant toll on his energy and mental state,
foreshadowing the challenges to come.

Chapters 10-12: The River Cocytus and First Encounters

As they venture deeper, Nico and Will navigate the desolate landscapes of Tartarus,
encountering the River Cocytus, the river of lamentation. They face their first significant battles
against minor monsters, which serve as a brutal introduction to the pit's dangers. The
psychological weight of the environment begins to press down on them, forcing Nico to confront
his inner demons while Will struggles to maintain his supportive role amidst the growing
despair. Their teamwork is tested early on.

Chapters 13-15: Memories and Fears Resurface

The journey forces Nico to confront his deepest past traumas and fears, particularly those
related to his sister Bianca's death and his earlier experiences in the Underworld. Will struggles
to fully comprehend the depth of Nico's pain and the darkness he carries, while simultaneously
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trying to maintain his own optimism and healing presence. Their bond is tested as they navigate
these emotional landscapes, with Nico's powers becoming more erratic under stress and Will's
concern for him growing.

Chapters 16-18: The River Phlegethon and Painful Sustenance

They reach the River Phlegethon, the river of fire, whose scorching waters offer a painful but
necessary form of sustenance for demigods in Tartarus. Will's healing powers are pushed to their
absolute limits as he tends to Nico's physical and mental wounds, which are exacerbated by the
harsh environment. They learn more about the unique challenges of Tartarus and how its
primordial energies affect their abilities, forcing them to adapt to survive.

Chapters 19-21: Nyx's Realm and the Overwhelming Night

The pair ventures into the terrifying domain of Nyx, the primordial goddess of Night, and her
children. The darkness here is absolute and overwhelming, forcing Nico to rely on his shadow
powers more than ever, which further depletes his energy and threatens to consume him. Will's
light-based abilities are severely hampered, making him feel vulnerable and less effective,
highlighting the imbalance of their powers in this hostile realm.

Chapters 22-24: The Gorgyra and Prophecy's Unveiling

Nico and Will encounter Gorgyra, a monstrous but surprisingly helpful creature who provides
cryptic clues about Bob's location and the true nature of their quest. The prophecy's meaning
begins to unfold, revealing that the 'old friend' is indeed Bob, the Titan Iapetus, and that he is in
grave danger of fading completely. This revelation adds a new layer of urgency and emotional
weight to their mission, as they realize the true sacrifice Bob made for Percy and Annabeth.

Chapters 25-27: The River Acheron and Despair's Grip

They cross the River Acheron, the river of woe, which forces them to confront their deepest
sorrows, regrets, and the crushing weight of their past mistakes. Nico's despair threatens to
consume him entirely, and Will struggles desperately to pull him back from the brink of giving
up. The mental and emotional strain on both of them intensifies, highlighting the profound
difficulty of their mission and the constant battle against their inner demons.

Chapters 28-30: Krios and the Titans' Manipulation

Nico and Will face Krios, the Titan of the South, and other remnants of the Titans' power in
Tartarus. These encounters are physically demanding and emotionally draining, as the Titans
attempt to manipulate Nico, preying on his insecurities and fears to turn him against Will and his
quest. They must use all their combined strength and wits to survive these powerful adversaries
and resist their psychological warfare.

Chapters 31-33: Locating the Fading Bob
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They finally locate Bob, the Titan Iapetus, who is severely weakened and on the verge of fading
into oblivion. The urgency of their mission becomes terrifyingly real as they witness his
deteriorating state. They learn more about Bob's past sacrifices and his current predicament,
understanding that he has been holding back a greater, more ancient threat within Tartarus,
making his rescue even more critical.

Chapters 34-36: Confronting the Primordial Threat

Nico and Will prepare for the ultimate confrontation with the primordial entities responsible for
Bob's suffering and the overall dangers of Tartarus. They realize the true scale of the threat, far
beyond anything they have faced before, and the immense power they are up against. This
section builds tension as they strategize and mentally prepare for the climactic battle, knowing
that failure means not only Bob's demise but potentially their own.

Chapters 37-39: The Final Battle and Sacrifice

In a climactic battle, Nico and Will combine their unique powers and their unwavering love to
fight against the primordial forces that seek to destroy Bob and trap them forever. They make
difficult choices and significant sacrifices, pushing their abilities to their absolute limits. Bob
makes a final, selfless act to aid them, demonstrating his enduring loyalty and courage, allowing
Nico and Will a chance to succeed.

Chapter 40: The Ascent and Escape

Exhausted but triumphant, Nico and Will begin their perilous ascent out of Tartarus. The journey
back is still fraught with danger and lingering threats, but they are driven by the hope of
returning to the surface and the knowledge that they accomplished their mission. They reflect on
their experiences, the profound changes they have undergone, and the strength of their bond
forged in the deepest pit of the world.

Epilogue: Rebirth and New Beginnings

Nico and Will emerge from Tartarus, forever changed by their ordeal. They reunite with their
friends at Camp Half-Blood, beginning the long process of healing and recovery. The epilogue
focuses on their strengthened relationship, Nico's newfound acceptance of himself and his
powers, and their future together. It symbolizes a new beginning for both of them, having faced
their deepest fears and emerged stronger, ready to embrace their lives and love.

Themes
• Love and Partnership

• Trauma and Healing

• Self-Acceptance

• Hope in Darkness
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• The Nature of Fear

• Sacrifice and Choice

Frequently Asked Questions
What is The Sun And The Star about?

The Sun And The Star follows Nico di Angelo and Will Solace on a perilous quest into Tartarus to
find the Titan Bob (Iapetus). The story explores their relationship, individual traumas, and their
fight against the primordial forces of the Underworld, all while seeking to understand a cryptic
prophecy.

Is The Sun And The Star worth reading?

Yes, it is highly recommended for fans of Rick Riordan's Percy Jackson universe, especially those
invested in Nico di Angelo and Will Solace's relationship. It offers a deeper, more mature
exploration of trauma, self-acceptance, and LGBTQ+ themes within a thrilling mythological
adventure.

How does The Sun And The Star end?

Spoiler: Nico and Will successfully find Bob and fulfill the prophecy, though not without
significant personal sacrifice and emotional cost. They return from Tartarus, their bond stronger
than ever, having confronted their deepest fears and traumas, and gained a profound
understanding of themselves and each other.

Who should read The Sun And The Star?

This book is ideal for young adult readers who enjoy mythological fantasy, character-driven
stories, and narratives that explore mental health, trauma, and LGBTQ+ relationships. Fans of
Rick Riordan's previous works, particularly the 'Heroes of Olympus' series, will find this a
compelling read.

How long does it take to read The Sun And The Star?

On average, it takes approximately 6 to 7 hours to read The Sun And The Star, depending on
individual reading speed. This estimate is based on the book's typical length and complexity for a
young adult novel.

Best Quotes
“You are not a monster, Nico. You are my sun, and my star.”

Chapter 30
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This profound line is spoken by Will Solace to Nico di Angelo, encapsulating the core theme of
their relationship and the book's title. It signifies Will's unwavering acceptance and love for Nico,
reassuring him that his darkness does not define him as evil, but rather makes him unique and
cherished.

“Sometimes, the bravest thing you can do is ask for help.”

Chapter 25

This quote reflects a crucial lesson Nico learns throughout his journey. Historically, Nico has been
fiercely independent and reluctant to rely on others. This line emphasizes the strength found in
vulnerability and the importance of allowing loved ones to support you, especially in the face of
overwhelming challenges.

“The Labyrinth doesn't just twist space. It twists minds.”

Chapter 10

This line highlights the insidious nature of the Labyrinth, which serves as the entrance to
Tartarus and a major antagonist. It's not merely a physical maze but a psychological one, preying
on the fears, insecurities, and past traumas of those who enter, making their internal struggles
manifest.

“Darkness isn't evil, Nico. It's just… darkness. And you are its master.”

Chapter 28

Spoken by Will, this quote is central to Nico's journey of self-acceptance. It challenges the
ingrained belief that Nico's powers and connection to the Underworld make him inherently bad.
Will helps Nico reframe his identity, encouraging him to embrace his unique abilities and
heritage as a source of strength, not shame.

“You can't outrun your past, Nico. But you can decide what to do with it.”

Chapter 20

This quote addresses Nico's long-standing struggle with his traumatic past, particularly his
experiences in the Labyrinth and the loss of his sister. It emphasizes that while one cannot erase
past events, they have the agency to process them, learn from them, and choose how they will
shape their future rather than letting them dictate it.

Questions & Answers
What is the main quest Nico di Angelo and Will Solace undertake in 'The Sun And The Star'?
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Nico di Angelo and Will Solace embark on a perilous quest into Tartarus, the deepest part of the
Underworld. Their primary mission is to find and rescue Bob, the Titan Iapetus, who helped Percy
Jackson and Annabeth Chase in a previous adventure and is now trapped there. The quest is also
a journey of self-discovery and relationship building for Nico and Will.

Why is Nico di Angelo particularly afraid of the Labyrinth, and how does it affect him?

Nico is deeply afraid of the Labyrinth because he traversed it alone as a child, an experience that
left him profoundly traumatized and isolated. In 'The Sun And The Star,' the Labyrinth acts as a
psychological tormentor, manifesting his deepest fears, insecurities, and past traumas, making
him relive painful memories and doubt his worth and relationship with Will.

Who is Bob, and what is his significance to the quest?

Bob is the Titan Iapetus, who lost his memory after being dipped in the River Lethe and became a
gentle, helpful figure. He befriended Percy Jackson and Annabeth Chase, sacrificing himself to
help them escape Tartarus. Nico and Will's quest to rescue him is a debt of honor and a
testament to the idea that even Titans can be redeemed and deserve help.

What does the title 'The Sun And The Star' refer to in the context of the book?

The title 'The Sun And The Star' refers to the two main characters, Will Solace and Nico di Angelo,
and their relationship. Will is often associated with the 'sun' due to his healing powers, bright
personality, and ability to bring light. Nico, with his connection to darkness and the Underworld,
is the 'star,' a source of light in his own right, often seen in the darkness. It symbolizes their
complementary natures and how they illuminate each other's lives.

What major challenges do Nico and Will face during their journey through Tartarus?

Beyond the physical dangers of Tartarus's monsters and treacherous landscape, Nico and Will
face significant emotional and psychological challenges. They must confront their own fears,
insecurities, and past traumas. Their communication skills are tested, forcing them to be
vulnerable and honest with each other about their anxieties and feelings, especially regarding
their relationship.

How does Nico's relationship with Will evolve throughout their quest?

Their relationship deepens significantly. Forced to rely entirely on each other in the hostile
environment of Tartarus, they learn to communicate more openly, confront their fears together,
and trust each other implicitly. Nico learns to accept Will's light and support, while Will gains a
deeper understanding of Nico's struggles, solidifying their bond and commitment to each other.

What is the significance of the 'death messages' Nico carries?

The 'death messages' are burdens from the dead that Nico has carried for a long time,
representing his past responsibilities, unresolved grief, and the weight of his powers. Delivering
them throughout the quest symbolizes his journey of letting go of past burdens, accepting his
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role, and finding peace with his identity as a son of Hades.

What does Nico learn about himself and his powers by the end of the book?

Nico learns to accept his darkness and his powers as a son of Hades, understanding that they are
not inherently evil but a part of who he is. He realizes that true strength comes from embracing
all aspects of himself, including his vulnerabilities, and that he doesn't have to carry his burdens
alone. He finds self-acceptance and peace.

How does Will Solace support Nico, and what role does he play in Nico's emotional journey?

Will acts as Nico's unwavering source of light, emotional support, and grounding presence. He
constantly reassures Nico, challenges his self-deprecating thoughts, and encourages him to
communicate his feelings. Will helps Nico confront his fears and past traumas, reminding him
that he is loved and worthy, ultimately guiding him towards self-acceptance and healing.

What is the main theme explored in 'The Sun And The Star'?

The main themes include self-acceptance, the importance of communication in relationships,
confronting and healing from past trauma, and finding strength in vulnerability. The book
emphasizes that darkness is not inherently evil and that true balance comes from integrating all
aspects of oneself, including the parts one might wish to hide.

What is the 'curse of the Labyrinth' that affects Nico and Will?

The 'curse of the Labyrinth' refers to its ability to manipulate and torment those within it by
preying on their deepest fears and insecurities. It's not a magical spell in the traditional sense,
but a psychological assault that makes the travelers doubt themselves, each other, and their
mission, amplifying their internal struggles.

How do Nico and Will overcome their communication issues during the quest?

Through the intense pressure and isolation of Tartarus, Nico and Will are forced to confront their
communication barriers. They have several difficult, honest conversations where they express
their fears, anxieties, and true feelings for each other. This raw vulnerability, born out of
necessity and love, helps them build a stronger, more open foundation for their relationship.

What does the book suggest about the nature of darkness and light?

The book challenges the simplistic good-versus-evil dichotomy of darkness and light. It suggests
that darkness is not inherently evil, but a natural part of existence, and that light can be
overwhelming or even harmful if not balanced. True strength and wholeness come from
accepting and integrating both aspects within oneself and in relationships, finding harmony
between them.

Spoiler: How does the quest to rescue Bob conclude?
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Spoiler: Nico and Will successfully reach Bob in Tartarus. However, Bob ultimately chooses to stay
behind to hold open the Doors of Death, allowing Nico and Will to escape. He makes this sacrifice
to ensure the safety of the world above, demonstrating his enduring kindness and selflessness,
even as he fades back into the primordial chaos of Tartarus.

What is the significance of Nico's limited shadow travel in Tartarus?

Nico's shadow travel is severely limited and dangerous in Tartarus, forcing him to rely on Will
and confront his fears without his usual escape mechanism. This limitation is crucial for his
character development, as it prevents him from retreating into himself and compels him to
engage with his emotions and depend on his partner, fostering growth and trust.

What is the role of the troglodytes in Nico and Will's journey?

The troglodytes are creatures encountered in the Labyrinth who initially appear menacing but
ultimately provide cryptic guidance and challenges. They represent the unpredictable and often
bizarre inhabitants of the Underworld, and their interactions force Nico and Will to think
creatively and work together to navigate the strange rules of their environment.

What lesson can readers apply from Nico's journey of self-acceptance?

Readers can learn the importance of self-acceptance and embracing all parts of their identity,
even those they might perceive as 'dark' or undesirable. Nico's journey teaches that vulnerability
is a strength, asking for help is courageous, and that true love and friendship involve seeing and
accepting someone for who they truly are, flaws and all.


