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Overview

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas is a powerful and timely young adult novel that explores
themes of racial injustice, identity, and activism through the eyes of sixteen-year-old Starr Carter.
Starr navigates two distinct worlds: her impoverished, predominantly Black neighborhood of
Garden Heights and her affluent, mostly white private school, Williamson Prep. This delicate
balance is shattered when she witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend, Khalil
Harris, by a white police officer during a traffic stop.

The novel meticulously details the aftermath of Khalil's death, from Starr's initial trauma and
grief to the ensuing media frenzy, police investigation, and community protests. Starr is the sole
witness, and her testimony becomes crucial in a case that quickly garners national attention and
exposes deep-seated racial biases. As the pressure mounts, Starr struggles with code-switching,
the act of altering her behavior and speech to fit different environments, and grapples with the
fear of speaking out versus the moral imperative to seek justice for Khalil. The story is a poignant
exploration of systemic racism, police brutality, and the personal cost of standing up for what is
right, ultimately showing how one young woman finds her voice and uses it to fight for change.

The book's title is inspired by Tupac Shakur's concept of THUG LIFE' (The Hate U Give Little
Infants Fs Everybody), which serves as a central metaphor for the cycle of poverty, violence, and
prejudice that impacts communities like Garden Heights. Thomas masterfully portrays the
complexities of family loyalty, community solidarity, and the devastating impact of racial
profiling, making 'The Hate U Give' a vital and resonant story that encourages empathy, critical
thinking, and a deeper understanding of contemporary social justice issues.

Key Takeaways

* Speak truth to power, even when it is difficult or dangerous, as silence can perpetuate
injustice.

* Recognize and challenge systemic racism and prejudice in all its forms, from individual
biases to institutional practices.

» Understand the emotional and psychological toll of code-switching and strive for
authenticity in all environments.

« Embrace the power of community and collective action in the pursuit of justice and social
change.
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* Be critical of media portrayals and narratives, as they often shape public perception and can
perpetuate harmful stereotypes.

* Acknowledge the lasting trauma and grief experienced by victims and witnesses of violence.

* Find your voice and use it to advocate for those who have been silenced or marginalized.

Chapter Summaries
Chapter 1

Starr Carter attends a party in Garden Heights, a predominantly Black neighborhood, with her
childhood friend Kenya. She feels out of place, observing the typical party scene and the
underlying tensions. Her other childhood friend, Khalil Harris, arrives and offers her a ride home.
They reminisce about their shared past, including their mutual friend Natasha, who was killed in
a drive-by shooting when they were children. As they drive, Khalil talks about his grandmother
and his aspirations, but also his involvement with drug dealing, which he explains is a necessity
to help his family. Starr feels a sense of unease, a familiar feeling when navigating the
complexities of her two worlds: her home in Garden Heights and her private school, Williamson
Prep.

Chapter 2

While driving Starr home, Khalil is pulled over by a white police officer, One-Fifteen. The officer is
aggressive and immediately suspicious. Khalil, though initially compliant, questions the officer's
actions and reaches for his hairbrush, which Starr immediately recognizes as a dangerous move.
Starr, having been taught by her father, Maverick, how to act during a police stop, tries to warn
Khalil with her eyes. The officer misinterprets Khalil's movement as reaching for a weapon and
shoots him three times. Starr witnesses Khalil's death firsthand, his last breath taken in her arms,
a traumatic event that will forever change her life and force her to confront systemic injustice.

Chapters 3-4

Starr is taken to the police station for questioning, separated from her parents. The detectives
are dismissive and imply Khalil was a gang member, trying to discredit him. Starr struggles with
the trauma and the pressure to give a perfect statement. Her parents, Maverick and Lisa, arrive,
furious at the police's handling of their daughter. Starr's Uncle Carlos, a detective himself,
provides some comfort but also highlights the difficult path ahead. Starr begins to grapple with
the weight of being the sole witness, understanding that her testimony is crucial but also
dangerous. She feels the internal conflict of wanting justice for Khalil while fearing for her own
safety and the repercussions for her family.

Chapters 5-6

The news of Khalil's death spreads, and protests begin in Garden Heights. Starr attends Khalil's
funeral, where she sees the stark contrast between the community's grief and the media's
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portrayal of Khalil as a drug dealer. King, the notorious gang leader of the King Lords, makes a
prominent appearance, further complicating Khalil's image. Starr's family, including her younger
brother Sekani and older half-brother Seven, rally around her. Lisa insists on moving the family
out of Garden Heights for safety, but Maverick is resistant, deeply rooted in his community. Starr
starts to feel the pressure of her two identities - "Starr 1" at Williamson and "Starr 2" in Garden
Heights - becoming increasingly difficult to maintain.

Chapters 7-8

Starr returns to Williamson Prep, where she tries to act normal, but the news of Khalil's death has
reached her classmates. She feels isolated and misunderstood, especially when her white
friends, Hailey and Maya, make insensitive comments about Khalil and the protests. Hailey
unfollows Starr's Tumblr, which is dedicated to social justice, and makes a racist remark about
fried chicken. Starr struggles to articulate her pain and anger to them, realizing the vast chasm
between their experiences. Her boyfriend, Chris, a wealthy white student, tries to be supportive,
but Starr finds it hard to let him in completely, fearing he won't understand her world.

Chapters 9-10

The grand jury decision regarding One-Fifteen's indictment looms, intensifying the tension in
Garden Heights. Starr agrees to a televised interview with a local news station, encouraged by
her family and community activist April Ofrah. During the interview, Starr speaks out for the first
time publicly, sharing her account of Khalil's death and challenging the narrative that he
deserved to die. She uses the pseudonym "Just Us" to protect her identity, but her words
resonate deeply within the community. The interview is a significant step for Starr, as she begins
to find her voice and understand the power of her testimony, despite the increased risks.

Chapters 11-12

Starr gives her official testimony to the grand jury, recounting the events of Khalil's shooting in
detail. She feels the weight of the moment, knowing her words are crucial. However, the
prosecutor's questions are challenging, focusing on Khalil's alleged drug dealing and gang
affiliation, attempting to paint him in a negative light. Starr feels frustrated by the system's bias
and its efforts to dehumanize Khalil. Meanwhile, the media continues to sensationalize the story,
often misrepresenting facts and fueling racial tensions. Starr's internal conflict grows as she
navigates the legal process and the public's perception, feeling the burden of being Khalil's only
advocate.

Chapters 13-14

Tensions escalate within Starr's family. Uncle Carlos, who is also a police officer, expresses his
support for Starr but also defends the police, leading to a heated argument with Maverick. Starr
learns more about her father's past, including his time in prison and his decision to leave the
King Lords, which gives her a deeper understanding of his commitment to his family and
community. Lisa, concerned for her children's safety, continues to push for the family to move
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out of Garden Heights. Starr's relationship with Chris faces challenges as she struggles to
reconcile her two worlds and allow him to fully understand her experiences and the dangers she
faces.

Chapters 15-16

Starr's relationship with Hailey deteriorates further after Hailey makes another racist comment,
this time about the Black Lives Matter movement. Starr finally confronts Hailey, leading to a
physical altercation and the end of their friendship, a painful but necessary step for Starr to
assert her identity. Starr finds solace and understanding in Maya, who also distances herself
from Hailey. The community of Garden Heights continues to protest, and Starr feels a growing
sense of responsibility to be more vocal. She attends a protest march, feeling a strong
connection to the collective anger and grief, and begins to shed her fear of speaking out.

Chapters 17-18

Starr decides to reveal her identity as the witness to Khalil's shooting, encouraged by April Ofrah
and her own growing conviction. She participates in a large protest march, where she publicly
speaks about Khalil and the injustice he faced. Her speech is powerful and emotional, inspiring
many and solidifying her role as an activist. The march turns violent when police respond with
tear gas and rubber bullets, causing chaos and fear. Starr experiences firsthand the brutality of
the system she is fighting against, further fueling her determination to seek justice. The
community's resilience and anger are palpable, and Starr feels more connected to her roots than
ever before.

Chapters 19-20

The grand jury announces its decision: One-Fifteen will not be indicted. The news sparks outrage
and devastation in Garden Heights. Riots erupt, with people expressing their anger and
frustration through destructive acts. Starr, along with her family and friends, witnesses the chaos
unfold. The community's pain is raw and visceral, as years of systemic oppression and injustice
boil over. Starr feels a mix of despair and resolve, understanding that the fight for justice is far
from over. The riots highlight the deep-seated issues within society and the urgent need for
change, reinforcing Starr's commitment to her cause.

Chapters 21-22

During the riots, Starr, Seven, and Chris find themselves caught in the middle of the escalating
violence. They witness the burning of Maverick's grocery store, a symbol of the community's
struggle and resilience. King and his gang are involved in the arson, attempting to frame
Maverick and further destabilize the neighborhood. Starr bravely confronts King, exposing his
actions and standing up for her family and community. The incident is a turning point for Starr,
as she fully embraces her voice and leadership, no longer afraid to challenge powerful figures.
The fire represents both destruction and a catalyst for change, pushing Starr to fight even
harder.
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Chapters 23-24

In the aftermath of the riots, the community begins to heal and rebuild. Starr's family faces
threats from King, who is arrested after Starr's testimony and the community's collective stand
against him. The family decides to stay in Garden Heights, choosing to fight for their community
rather than abandon it. Starr reflects on the impact of Khalil's death and her journey, recognizing
the strength she has gained. She continues to process her trauma but also finds empowerment
in her activism. The bond within her family strengthens, and they commit to supporting each
other through the ongoing challenges.

Chapters 25-26

Starr looks towards the future, acknowledging that the fight for justice is a continuous one. She
commits to using her voice and experiences to advocate for change, inspired by Khalil's memory
and the resilience of her community. She plans to attend college and continue her education,
understanding that knowledge is a powerful tool. Starr finds a sense of purpose and hope,
recognizing that while individual battles may be lost, the war for equality and justice must
persist. The novel ends with Starr's resolve to keep fighting, promising to never be silent,
embodying the spirit of "The Hate U Give Little Infants Fs Everybody."

Themes
* Racial injustice
* Identity and code-switching
* Police brutality
« Community and activism
* Family loyalty

e Grief and trauma

Frequently Asked Questions
What is The hate you give about?

The Hate U Give is about Starr Carter, a 16-year-old Black girl who witnesses the fatal shooting of
her unarmed best friend, Khalil, by a white police officer. The novel explores her journey as she
navigates two different worlds, grapples with trauma, and finds her voice to speak out against
racial injustice and police brutality in her community.

Is The hate you give worth reading?

Yes, The Hate U Give is widely considered a powerful and essential read. It offers a raw and
authentic look at racial injustice, police brutality, and the Black Lives Matter movement through a
relatable teenage protagonist. Its themes of identity, activism, and community resonate deeply,
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making it a highly impactful and thought-provoking book.
How does The hate you give end?

Spoiler: The grand jury decides not to indict Officer Cruise, leading to widespread protests and
riots. Starr, having found her voice, speaks out publicly and leads a protest. Her family is forced
to move due to threats from King, but they remain united. Starr vows to continue fighting for
justice, recognizing that Khalil's memory and the 'hate U give' will fuel her activism.

Who should read The hate you give?

This book is highly recommended for young adults (ages 14+) and adults interested in
contemporary social issues, racial justice, and police reform. It's particularly valuable for readers
seeking to understand the complexities of systemic racism, the Black Lives Matter movement,
and the experiences of Black youth in America.

How long does it take to read The hate you give?

On average, it takes approximately 9 to 10 hours to read The Hate U Give. This estimate can vary
based on individual reading speed and engagement with the text.

Best Quotes
“The hate U give little infants fucks everybody.”

Chapter 1

This quote, explained by Starr's father, Maverick, is the core philosophy behind Tupac Shakur's
"THUG LIFE" acronym and the book's title. It means that the systemic oppression and negative
environments imposed on children from birth ultimately harm everyone in society, not just those
directly affected. It underscores the cycle of poverty, violence, and injustice.

“Brave doesn't mean you're not scared, Starr. It means you go on even though you're
scared.”

Chapter 10
Starr's mother, Lisa, offers this crucial advice when Starr is grappling with the fear of testifying
and speaking out about Khalil's murder. It redefines bravery not as an absence of fear, but as the

courage to act despite it, empowering Starr to find her voice and stand up for justice even when
terrified.

“What's the point of having a voice if you're gonna be silent in the moments you shouldn't
be?”

Chapter 16
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This is Starr's internal realization as she struggles with the pressure to remain silent about
Khalil's death to protect herself and her family, versus the moral imperative to speak out for
justice. It highlights her journey from a quiet observer to an active participant in the fight against
injustice, emphasizing the responsibility that comes with having a platform.

“My voice is my weapon.”

Chapter 26

Starr comes to this powerful realization towards the end of the novel. After initially feeling
powerless and invisible, she understands that her ability to speak her truth, share her story, and
advocate for Khalil is her most potent tool against systemic injustice and silence. It signifies her
full embrace of activism and her role as a witness.

“Sometimes you can do everything right and things will still go wrong. The key is to never
stop doing right.”

Chapter 17

Lisa, Starr's mother, shares this wisdom with her daughter. It acknowledges the harsh realities of
a world where justice isn't guaranteed, even for those who follow the rules. This quote
encourages perseverance, resilience, and a continued commitment to moral integrity, even in
the face of setbacks and unfair outcomes.

“I just want to be a kid. But I can't be. Not anymore.”

Chapter 10

Starr expresses this poignant sentiment as the weight of witnessing Khalil's murder and the
subsequent fight for justice forces her to mature rapidly. It encapsulates the loss of innocence
and the burden placed upon young people, particularly Black youth, who are often robbed of a
carefree childhood due to societal injustices and violence.

“Everybody wants to talk about how Khalil died, but nobody wants to talk about why he
lived.”

Chapter 17

Starr says this during her televised interview, challenging the media's tendency to dehumanize
victims of police brutality by focusing solely on their death and perceived flaws, rather than
acknowledging their full humanity, their dreams, and their lives. It's a call for empathy and a
more complete narrative.

“I'm not a hero. I'm just a girl who saw something.”

Chapter 26
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Starr says this, reflecting her humility despite her courageous actions. It underscores that
ordinary people can become agents of change simply by bearing witness and choosing to speak
truth to power. It also highlights the accidental nature of her involvement, yet her unwavering
commitment to justice.

“Silence speaks volumes.”

Chapter 16

This thought crosses Starr's mind multiple times as she observes the reactions of her friends,
school, and community to Khalil's death. It emphasizes that choosing not to speak out against
injustice is itself a powerful statement, often interpreted as complicity or indifference, and
contributes to the perpetuation of the problem.

“It's not enough to be mad. You gotta do something.”

Chapter 23

Maverick, Starr's father, delivers this message, emphasizing the importance of action over
passive anger. He teaches his children that true change comes from active participation and
fighting for what's right, rather than simply lamenting injustice. It's a call to turn emotion into
impactful advocacy.

“Sometimes you have to make noise to be heard.”

Chapter 26

This quote reflects Starr's growing understanding of the necessity of protest and direct action to
draw attention to ignored injustices. It signifies her shift from internal struggle to external
advocacy, recognizing that polite requests often fail to achieve change when systemic issues are
at play.

“I may not be able to change the world, but I can change my world.”

Chapter 26

Starr says this, encapsulating her evolving perspective on activism. While the scale of global
injustice can feel overwhelming, she realizes she has the power to impact her immediate
surroundings, her community, and her own life by speaking out and inspiring others. It's a
message of personal empowerment and localized change.

Questions & Answers

What does the title "The Hate U Give" mean?
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The title "The Hate U Give" is derived from Tupac Shakur's "THUG LIFE" acronym, which stands
for "The Hate U Give Little Infants Fucks Everybody." In the book, Starr's father, Maverick,
explains this to her, meaning that the systemic racism, poverty, and violence inflicted upon Black
children from birth create a cycle of despair and anger that ultimately harms all of society, not
just the marginalized. It highlights how societal neglect and prejudice boomerang back to affect
everyone.

Who is Starr Carter?

Starr Carter is the sixteen-year-old protagonist and narrator of the novel. She lives in the
predominantly Black, lower-income neighborhood of Garden Heights but attends a wealthy,
mostly white private school, Williamson Prep. Starr constantly code-switches between these two
worlds, struggling with her identity. She becomes the sole witness to the fatal shooting of her
childhood friend, Khalil, by a white police officer, forcing her into a journey of activism and
self-discovery.

What significant event happens at the beginning of the book?

The most significant event at the beginning of the book is the fatal shooting of Starr's childhood
friend, Khalil Harris. Starr and Khalil are driving home from a party when they are pulled over by
a white police officer, One-Fifteen. During the stop, Khalil reaches for a hairbrush in his car,
which the officer mistakes for a gun, leading him to shoot Khalil multiple times. Starr witnesses
the entire incident, which becomes the catalyst for the novel's plot.

Why does Starr attend a private school outside her neighborhood?

Starr attends Williamson Prep, a predominantly white private school, because her parents,
Maverick and Lisa, want her and her brothers to have better educational opportunities and a
safer environment than the public schools in their crime-ridden Garden Heights neighborhood.
They believe this separation will give their children a chance at a brighter future, though it also
creates a significant identity struggle for Starr as she navigates two very different worlds.

Who is Khalil Harris?

Khalil Harris is Starr's childhood best friend, who is tragically shot and killed by a white police
officer at the beginning of the novel. He is depicted as a complex character: a kind, funny, and
loving person who also got involved with drug dealing (King Lords) to help his grandmother pay
off debts. His death sparks the central conflict of the story, as Starr fights for justice and to
humanize Khalil beyond the media's portrayal of him as a "thug."

What is the significance of Tupac Shakur's "THUG LIFE" philosophy in the book?

Tupac Shakur's "THUG LIFE" philosophy is central to the book's theme and title. Starr's father,
Maverick, explains that it stands for "The Hate U Give Little Infants Fucks Everybody." This means
that the systemic oppression, poverty, and lack of opportunity imposed on marginalized children
create a cycle of anger and violence that ultimately impacts all of society. The book argues that
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addressing these root causes is essential for true societal change.
How does Starr's identity shift between her neighborhood and her school?

Starr constantly code-switches between her "Garden Heights Starr" persona and her "Williamson
Starr" persona. In Garden Heights, she is authentic, comfortable, and speaks in slang. At
Williamson Prep, she carefully curates her image, avoids sounding "ghetto," and refrains from
discussing her home life or Black culture to fit in with her mostly white friends. This dual identity
causes her significant internal conflict and stress, especially after Khalil's death.

What role do Starr's parents, Maverick and Lisa, play in her life?

Maverick and Lisa Carter are Starr's strong, supportive, and protective parents. Maverick, a
former gang member who served time, is fiercely dedicated to his family and community,
instilling in Starr a sense of pride in her Black identity and the importance of fighting for justice.
Lisa, a nurse, is the family's emotional anchor, providing wisdom, comfort, and practical advice,
particularly as Starr navigates the trauma of Khalil's death and the subsequent activism.

What challenges does Starr face after witnessing Khalil's death?

Starr faces immense challenges after Khalil's death. She experiences severe trauma, PTSD, and
survivor's guilt. She struggles with her dual identity, feeling pressure to remain silent at school
while being urged to speak out in her community. She endures threats from the King Lords
gang, who believe she's snitching, and faces scrutiny from the police and media. Her
relationships with her white friends and boyfriend are also strained as they struggle to
understand her experience.

How does the grand jury's decision impact the community and Starr?

The grand jury's decision not to indict Officer One-Fifteen for Khalil's murder devastates the
Garden Heights community, confirming their fears that the justice system is biased against Black
people. It ignites widespread protests, riots, and anger. For Starr, the decision is a profound
betrayal, solidifying her resolve to speak out and fight for justice, transforming her from a
reluctant witness into a powerful activist. It fuels her determination to ensure Khalil's death was
not in vain.

What is the Garden Heights neighborhood like?

Garden Heights is Starr's predominantly Black, lower-income neighborhood, characterized by
both strong community bonds and the pervasive presence of gang violence and poverty. While
it's a place of love, family, and cultural richness, it's also plagued by drug dealing, drive-by
shootings, and a lack of opportunities, leading to a constant struggle for its residents. It's a place
Starr loves but also fears, highlighting the complex realities of urban Black communities.

Who is Chris, and what is his relationship with Starr?
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Chris is Starr's white boyfriend from Williamson Prep. Their relationship is generally loving and
supportive, but it faces significant strain after Khalil's death. Chris struggles to fully comprehend
Starr's experiences with racism and police brutality, leading to misunderstandings. However, he
genuinely tries to be there for her, eventually proving his loyalty and commitment by standing by
her side, even participating in a protest, demonstrating his growth and empathy.

What is the role of activism and protest in the novel?

Activision and protest are central to the novel, serving as the primary means through which the
community and Starr seek justice for Khalil. They highlight the power of collective action, public
outcry, and speaking truth to power. The protests, both peaceful and riotous, demonstrate the
community's frustration with systemic injustice and their determination to be heard, ultimately
transforming Starr into a vocal advocate for change.

How does Starr find her voice throughout the story?

Starr's journey to finding her voice is gradual and challenging. Initially, she is silent and afraid,
code-switching to avoid conflict. However, encouraged by her parents and driven by her grief
and anger over Khalil's injustice, she begins to speak out: first to the police, then in a televised
interview, and finally at a public protest. She realizes her unique perspective as a witness is a
powerful weapon against silence and injustice, culminating in her embracing her role as an
activist.

What is the main message or theme of "The Hate U Give"?

The main message of "The Hate U Give" is the devastating impact of systemic racism and police
brutality on Black communities, and the importance of speaking out against injustice. It explores
themes of identity, code-switching, family, community, and activism. The novel emphasizes that
every life has value, challenges stereotypes, and advocates for using one's voice to fight for truth
and change, embodying the "THUG LIFE" philosophy that hate breeds more hate.

What happens to King Lord?

Spoiler: King Lord, the leader of the King Lords gang and the primary drug dealer in Garden
Heights, is ultimately arrested. Starr's father, Maverick, provides information to the police about
King's drug operations and his involvement in setting fire to Maverick's store. This leads to King's
downfall, removing a significant source of fear and violence from the community and allowing
residents like Starr's family to feel safer and more empowered.

What is the significance of the "talk" that Maverick gives his children?

Maverick gives his children "the talk" about how to behave if they are ever pulled over by the
police. This talk is a crucial and heartbreaking rite of passage for Black children in America,
teaching them how to minimize the risk of harm or death during police encounters. It
underscores the constant fear and vigilance required of Black families, highlighting the systemic
racism and distrust that exists between law enforcement and the Black community.
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How does Starr's relationship with her Uncle Carlos evolve?

Uncle Carlos, Starr's mother's brother, is a police detective and a father figure to Starr. Initially,
Starr relies on him for comfort and guidance, especially since he's a Black police officer. However,
their relationship becomes strained when Carlos defends Officer One-Fifteen's actions, leading
Starr to confront him about his implicit biases. While they reconcile, Starr gains a more nuanced
understanding of the complexities of being a Black officer within a flawed system and learns to
trust her own judgment more.

What is the ending of "The Hate U Give"?

Spoiler: The novel ends with Starr fully embracing her role as an activist. After the grand jury fails
to indict Officer One-Fifteen, Starr participates in a protest that turns into a riot, where she
bravely stands on a car and speaks out. Her father's store is burned down by King, who is
subsequently arrested. Starr decides to continue her education, promising to keep fighting for
justice and Khalil's memory, recognizing that her voice is her weapon and the struggle for
change is ongoing.

What can readers learn from Starr's journey?

Readers can learn the importance of empathy, understanding different perspectives, and the
courage to speak out against injustice. Starr's journey highlights the devastating impact of
systemic racism and police brutality, the complexities of identity, and the power of individual and
collective activism. It teaches that silence can be complicity, and that finding and using one's
voice, even when scared, is crucial for driving social change and honoring the lives of those lost
to injustice.
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