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Overview
The Hate U Give is a young adult novel by Angie Thomas that follows sixteen-year-old Starr
Carter, who lives in the poor, predominantly Black neighborhood of Garden Heights but attends
a wealthy, mostly white private school in Williamson. Starr's carefully managed double life is
shattered when she witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood friend Khalil by a white police
officer during a traffic stop. Khalil was unarmed, and the officer's actions become a national
news story, thrusting Starr into the center of a media storm and a community outcry for justice.
As the only witness, Starr must decide whether to speak up, risking her safety and her
relationships, or stay silent to protect herself and her family.

The novel explores the complexities of code-switching, police brutality, activism, and the Black
Lives Matter movement through Starr's first-person narration. Thomas weaves together themes
of identity, family, and community as Starr navigates the pressures of her two worlds, the grief of
losing Khalil, and the fear of being the next victim. The story arc moves from shock and silence to
a powerful, public testimony at a grand jury hearing, culminating in Starr's decision to use her
voice for change. The book matters because it humanizes a national crisis, offering a nuanced,
authentic perspective on racism, injustice, and the courage it takes to stand up for what is right,
making it a vital read for teens and adults alike.

Key Takeaways
• Your voice matters: speaking up against injustice, even when it is terrifying, can create
change and inspire others.

• Code-switching is a survival tactic for many people of color, but it can be exhausting and
erode your sense of self.

• Grief and trauma are not linear; it is okay to feel anger, sadness, and confusion all at once.

• Family and community support are crucial in times of crisis; they provide strength and a
sense of belonging.

• Activism takes many forms, from protests to testimony to everyday conversations; every
action counts.

• Police brutality is a systemic issue that disproportionately affects Black communities; it is not
an isolated incident.
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• Understanding and empathy can bridge divides, but they require listening to and believing
the experiences of marginalized people.

Chapter Summaries
Chapter 1

Starr Carter, a sixteen-year-old Black girl, attends a party in her neighborhood of Garden
Heights. The party is broken up by gunfire, and Starr's friend Khalil drives her home. During the
drive, they are pulled over by a police officer. The officer orders Khalil out of the car, and after a
brief struggle, shoots Khalil three times, killing him. Starr is left traumatized, sitting in the car as
the officer points his gun at her.

Chapter 2

Starr is questioned by the police at the scene, but she is too shaken to speak clearly. She is taken
home by her brother Seven, who arrives with their father Maverick. The family learns that Khalil
is dead. Starr struggles with the decision to tell the truth about what happened, knowing that the
officer may be exonerated and that her community will be outraged. She also fears for her own
safety if she speaks out.

Chapter 3

Starr goes to school at Williamson Prep, a mostly white private school, where she feels she must
act differently to fit in. She has a boyfriend, Chris, who is white and doesn't know about her life in
Garden Heights. Starr tries to hide her grief and the events of the weekend, but she is distracted.
She learns that Khalil's death is trending on social media, with many people calling him a 'thug'
and a 'drug dealer.'

Chapter 4

Starr's family gathers to mourn Khalil. Her father, Maverick, explains that he used to be a gang
member and that Khalil's grandmother is his best friend. Starr remembers her childhood with
Khalil, including a time when they found a dead body in a park. The police arrive at the Carter
home, looking for Starr to give a statement, but Maverick insists on having a lawyer present.
Starr begins to realize the gravity of the situation.

Chapter 5

Starr meets with a grand jury, but the prosecutor is not sympathetic. She is asked to recount the
shooting, and she does so, but she feels that the process is biased. Meanwhile, the media begins
to portray Khalil as a criminal, and Starr's family is harassed by reporters. Starr's mother, Lisa, is
furious about the media's lies and decides to protect her children by keeping them close to
home.

Chapter 6
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Starr returns to school, but she is struggling to cope. She has a panic attack in the bathroom and
is comforted by her friend Hailey, who is white and doesn't understand Starr's pain. Starr and
Chris have a tense conversation about the shooting, and Starr realizes that Chris doesn't fully
grasp the racial dynamics at play. She begins to feel isolated from both her Williamson friends
and her Garden Heights community.

Chapter 7

Starr's uncle Carlos, who is a police officer, comes to visit. He and Maverick argue about the
shooting, with Carlos defending the police while Maverick is critical. Starr is caught in the middle.
She also learns that Khalil was involved in selling drugs, which complicates her memories of him.
The chapter ends with Starr deciding that she must testify before the grand jury to tell the truth
about what happened.

Chapter 8

Starr testifies before the grand jury. She describes the shooting in detail, including the officer's
actions and Khalil's last words. The prosecutor tries to discredit her, but Starr remains firm. After
the testimony, she feels a sense of relief but also fear. The grand jury will decide whether to
indict the officer, and Starr knows that her testimony could be the deciding factor.

Chapter 9

The grand jury announces that the officer will not be indicted. The news sparks protests in
Garden Heights, and Starr's family is devastated. Starr decides to join the protests, despite her
parents' fears for her safety. She gives a powerful speech to the crowd, using a megaphone, and
the community rallies around her. The novel ends with Starr feeling empowered and determined
to continue fighting for justice.

Themes
• Racial injustice

• Identity and code-switching

• Grief and trauma

• Family and community

• Activism and voice

• Police brutality

Notable Quotes
• "What's the point of having a voice if you're gonna be silent in those moments you shouldn't
be?" — Starr says this to herself as she decides to speak out about Khalil's shooting, reflecting
on the importance of using her voice.
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• "I can't change where I come from, but I can change where I go from here." — Starr's
reflection on her identity and her determination to move forward after the tragedy.

• "Sometimes you can do everything right and things will still go wrong. The key is to never
stop doing right." — Maverick's advice to Starr, emphasizing resilience and integrity.

• "The truth is, I'm not the same person I was before. I'm not sure I ever will be." — Starr's
internal monologue after the shooting, acknowledging her trauma and transformation.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is The Hate U Give about?

The Hate U Give is about Starr Carter, a 16-year-old Black girl who witnesses the fatal shooting of
her unarmed friend Khalil by a white police officer. The novel follows Starr as she navigates the
aftermath, dealing with grief, media scrutiny, and the pressure to speak out. It explores themes
of racism, identity, and activism.

Is The Hate U Give worth reading?

Yes, it is widely praised for its powerful, authentic portrayal of race and police violence. It has
won numerous awards and is considered a modern classic in young adult literature. It offers a
compelling, emotional story that encourages empathy and understanding. Many readers find it
eye-opening and thought-provoking.

How does The Hate U Give end?

Spoiler: The grand jury decides not to indict the officer who killed Khalil, sparking protests. Starr
joins the protests and gives a passionate speech to the crowd, declaring that she will no longer
be silent. The novel ends with Starr feeling empowered and determined to continue fighting for
justice, while her community stands united.

Who should read The Hate U Give?

The Hate U Give is ideal for young adults and adults interested in contemporary social issues,
especially racism and police brutality. It is also a great choice for book clubs and classrooms, as it
sparks important discussions. Anyone looking for a powerful, character-driven story with a
strong message should read it.

How long does it take to read The Hate U Give?

The Hate U Give has about 444 pages. At an average reading speed of 250 words per minute, it
takes roughly 8 to 10 hours to read. Most readers finish it in a few days to a week, depending on
how much time they dedicate to reading each day.


