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Overview

Iris and her best friend, Daniel, are exploring their new neighborhood in Willow Creek when they
stumble upon an old, overgrown cemetery. What initially seems like a curious discovery quickly
turns chilling when they encounter a mysterious girl named Avery. Avery, who reveals herself to
be a ghost, claims she was buried in the forgotten cemetery and has been waiting for someone
to remember her and help her find peace. As Iris delves deeper into Avery's past, she uncovers a
dark history of racial injustice and segregation that led to the cemetery's neglect and Avery's
tragic death.

The narrative explores profound themes of friendship, historical memory, and the importance of
acknowledging forgotten histories. Iris must confront her fears and navigate the complexities of
the past to help Avery, while also dealing with Daniel's initial skepticism and the growing unease
in her own life. The book highlights how the past, particularly unaddressed injustices, can
continue to haunt the present, and emphasizes the power of remembrance and empathy in
healing old wounds. It's a poignant story about finding courage and giving voice to those who
have been silenced and overlooked by history.

Key Takeaways

* Uncovering forgotten histories can reveal painful truths about past injustices.

* Friendship and empathy are powerful tools for overcoming fear and righting historical
wrongs.

* Sometimes, the most important thing you can do for someone is to remember their story.
* Ignoring the past can lead to its lingering presence and impact on the present.
* Courage isn't the absence of fear, but the decision to act despite it.

* Even children can play a significant role in advocating for social justice and historical
recognition.

Chapter Summaries
Chapters 1-3: A New Home and a Hidden Secret

Iris moves to a new house in the woods of a small town. She's initially lonely but soon reconnects
with her best friend, Daniel. Exploring the dense woods behind Iris's house, they stumble upon
an old, overgrown cemetery that appears to have been abandoned. Amidst the crumbling
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headstones and dense foliage, they discover a small, weathered marker for a girl named Avery
Moore, who died in 1957. The discovery sparks their curiosity, and they feel an unsettling sense
of history surrounding the forgotten burial ground. Iris feels an immediate, inexplicable pull
towards Avery's grave, a feeling that something is not right about the place.

Chapters 4-7: The First Signs of a Presence

Soon after finding Avery's grave, Iris begins to experience strange phenomena in her new house.
She feels cold spots, hears faint whispers, and sees fleeting shadows out of the corner of her eye.
Objects sometimes move on their own. Daniel, initially skeptical, starts to believe Iris as he
witnesses some of these unsettling events himself. They realize the occurrences are connected
to Avery Moore and the forgotten cemetery. The presence feels sad and desperate, not overtly
malicious, but clearly seeking something. Iris feels a growing sense of unease mixed with a
strange empathy for the unseen entity.

Chapters 8-11: Unearthing a Segregated Past

Driven by curiosity and a desire to understand the haunting, Iris and Daniel begin researching
Avery Moore. They visit the local library and historical society, where they encounter vague
answers and a noticeable reluctance from some adults to discuss the past. They discover that
Avery was a Black girl and that the cemetery they found was the long-forgotten "colored" section
of the town's burial grounds, deliberately neglected and left to decay. This revelation deepens
the mystery and hints at a darker history of racial segregation and injustice within the town.

Chapters 12-15: The Haunting Intensifies and a Message Emerges

The ghostly manifestations become more frequent and intense. Iris sees a clear apparition of a
young girl, matching the age Avery would have been. The ghost communicates through subtle
but clear actions, like pointing to old newspaper clippings or drawing symbols. Iris feels a strong
emotional connection to Avery, understanding that the ghost is not trying to harm her but is
desperately trying to convey a message. The events become more frightening, but Iris's resolve
to help Avery strengthens, driven by a growing sense of injustice.

Chapters 16-19: The Truth of Avery's Death

Through their continued research and the ghost's guidance, Iris and Daniel uncover the tragic
truth about Avery Moore's death. They learn that Avery died under suspicious circumstances,
likely due to an accident or neglect that was covered up because of her race. The town's
authorities and prominent families at the time chose to ignore or downplay her death, leading to
her burial in the neglected segregated cemetery and her story being erased from official records.
The injustice of her forgotten life and death becomes painfully clear to Iris.

Chapters 20-23: A Plan for Remembrance and Justice

Iris realizes that Avery's spirit cannot rest until her story is acknowledged and she is properly
remembered. She and Daniel decide they must bring attention to the forgotten cemetery and
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honor Avery and the other neglected souls. They formulate a plan to clean up the overgrown
burial ground and organize a public remembrance event. They face skepticism and resistance
from some adults in the town who prefer to keep the past buried, but Iris's determination to give
Avery peace fuels their efforts.

Chapters 24-27: Confronting the Town's Silence

Iris and Daniel begin the arduous task of clearing the cemetery, recruiting some help from
sympathetic community members. They encounter subtle and overt resistance from those who
wish to maintain the town's historical silence regarding its racial past. The ghost of Avery is a
constant, guiding presence, her energy palpable as the day of the remembrance event
approaches. Iris feels the weight of Avery's longing for justice and recognition, strengthening her
resolve to speak the truth despite potential backlash.

Chapters 28-30 & Epilogue: Peace Found, History Remembered

On the day of the remembrance event, a small but significant crowd gathers at the now partially
restored cemetery. Iris, with Daniel's support, bravely shares Avery Moore's story, detailing the
injustice of her forgotten life and death. The act of public remembrance and the
acknowledgment of the town's past brings a palpable sense of peace to the cemetery. Avery's
spirit finds rest, and the haunting ceases. The town commits to maintaining the cemetery,
ensuring that Avery and the other forgotten individuals are never truly forgotten again. Iris
reflects on the power of truth and remembrance.

Themes
* Historical injustice
* Racial segregation
* Friendship and loyalty
* Memory and remembrance
* Courage and empathy

* The supernatural

Frequently Asked Questions
What is The Forgotten Girl about?

The Forgotten Girl is a middle-grade ghost story about Iris, who discovers a neglected cemetery
in her new town. She encounters the ghost of a young girl named Avery, who was buried there.
Iris uncovers a history of racial injustice and works to bring recognition to Avery and the
forgotten cemetery.

Is The Forgotten Girl worth reading?
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Yes, it is a compelling and poignant middle-grade novel that skillfully blends a spooky ghost story
with important historical themes. It encourages empathy, teaches about the impact of forgotten
histories, and offers a powerful message about speaking up for justice. It's highly recommended
for its unique blend of mystery and social commentary.

How does The Forgotten Girl end?

Spoiler: Iris and Daniel successfully bring attention to the forgotten Black cemetery, ensuring
that Avery and the other buried souls are finally remembered and honored by the community.
This act of remembrance and the restoration of the cemetery allows Avery's spirit to find peace
and move on, leaving Iris with a profound sense of accomplishment.

Who should read The Forgotten Girl?

This book is ideal for middle-grade readers (ages 8-12) who enjoy ghost stories, mysteries, and
historical fiction. It's also suitable for readers interested in themes of social justice, friendship,
and the importance of acknowledging difficult histories. Parents and educators looking for books
that spark discussions on these topics will also find it valuable.

How long does it take to read The Forgotten Girl?

Based on its typical length for a middle-grade novel (around 200-250 pages), it would likely take
an average reader approximately 3 to 4 hours to read 'The Forgotten Girl' from start to finish.

Best Quotes

“Avery Moore. Died 1957.”

This is the inscription Iris and Daniel find on the forgotten tombstone in the overgrown
cemetery. It's the catalyst for the entire mystery, introducing the 'forgotten girl' and sparking
their curiosity about her life and why her grave was neglected.

“Some things are forgotten for a reason.”

This line is spoken by Iris's mother early in the book, warning Iris about exploring the woods
behind their new house. It foreshadows the dark history and secrets that Iris and Daniel are
about to uncover, suggesting that the town deliberately buried certain truths.

Questions & Answers

What is the main mystery Iris and Daniel investigate in 'The Forgotten Girl'?

Iris and Daniel investigate the mystery surrounding a forgotten grave they discover in an
overgrown cemetery behind Iris's new house. The grave belongs to a girl named Avery Moore,
who died in 1957. They seek to uncover who Avery was, why her grave was neglected, and what
happened to her, as strange occurrences suggest Avery's ghost wants her story told.
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Who is Avery Moore and what is her significance to the story?

Avery Moore is the 'forgotten girl' whose grave Iris and Daniel discover. She was a young Black
girl who died in 1957 under mysterious circumstances in the segregated town. Her ghost is
trying to communicate with Iris, urging her and Daniel to uncover the truth about her death and
the historical injustices faced by the Black community, ensuring her story is finally remembered
and acknowledged.

What historical injustice does 'The Forgotten Girl' primarily explore?

The book primarily explores the historical injustice of racial segregation and the systemic racism
prevalent in the mid-20th century, particularly in a small Southern town. It delves into how the
lives and deaths of Black residents, like Avery Moore, were often overlooked, suppressed, or
deliberately forgotten, and how their stories were erased from public memory and official
records.

Where do Iris and Daniel find the forgotten cemetery?

Iris and Daniel find the forgotten cemetery deep in the woods behind Iris's new house. It's an
overgrown, neglected area, hidden from view, which they stumble upon while exploring. The
cemetery contains old, weathered headstones, many of which are broken or unreadable,
including Avery Moore's.

How does Avery's ghost communicate with Iris?

Avery's ghost communicates with Iris through various supernatural occurrences. These include a
doll appearing in Iris's room, strange noises, objects moving, and most significantly, through a
hidden journal that seems to be guided to Iris. The journal contains entries from Avery's
perspective, revealing details about her life and the circumstances leading to her death, allowing
Iris to piece together the truth.

Why was Avery's grave forgotten and the cemetery neglected?

Avery's grave and the entire cemetery were forgotten due to the racial prejudices and
segregation of the time. It was a burial ground for the Black community, and after Avery's death,
the town's white leadership actively suppressed the truth about her and the cemetery's
existence. They wanted to erase the uncomfortable history and the injustice associated with it,
allowing the site to become overgrown and forgotten.

What role does the local library play in Iris and Daniel's investigation?

The local library plays a crucial role in Iris and Daniel's investigation. They visit it to research
Avery Moore and the town's history. With the help of the librarian, Ms. Evelyn, they access old
newspapers, town records, and historical documents that shed light on the segregated past, the
circumstances surrounding Avery's death, and the deliberate efforts to conceal the truth.

Who helps Iris and Daniel uncover the truth about Avery?
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Iris and Daniel are primarily helped by Ms. Evelyn, the kind and knowledgeable librarian. Ms.
Evelyn provides them with access to historical records, old newspapers, and local archives,
guiding their research. She also shares personal insights and memories, having lived through
some of the town's history, which proves invaluable in piecing together Avery's story.

What is the significance of the doll that appears in Iris's room?

The doll that appears in Iris's room is a significant symbol and a key way Avery's ghost
communicates. It is Avery's doll, a cherished possession from her life. Its appearance serves as a
direct, tangible sign of Avery's presence and her desire to be heard, drawing Iris deeper into the
mystery and signaling that Avery is reaching out to her specifically.

How does the town react to the discovery of the forgotten cemetery and Avery's story?

Initially, the town's older residents are hesitant or resistant to acknowledge the forgotten
cemetery and the painful history it represents. However, as Iris and Daniel's efforts gain
attention, particularly with the help of Ms. Evelyn and a local reporter, the community begins to
confront its past. Ultimately, there's a movement towards recognition, leading to the restoration
of the cemetery and a memorial for Avery.

What does the title 'The Forgotten Girl' refer to?

The title 'The Forgotten Girl' refers directly to Avery Moore, whose grave and story were
deliberately neglected and erased from the town's memory for decades. It highlights the central
theme of historical injustice and the importance of remembering those whose lives and
contributions were marginalized due to racial prejudice. The book is about giving a voice back to
someone who was silenced and forgotten.

What themes are explored in 'The Forgotten Girl?

The book explores several important themes, including historical injustice and racism, the power
of memory and remembrance, the importance of friendship and courage, and finding your voice.
It delves into how past wrongs can continue to affect the present and the responsibility of

younger generations to uncover and rectify historical truths, even when they are uncomfortable.

How does Iris change throughout the story?

Throughout the story, Iris transforms from a somewhat timid and new girl in town to a
courageous and determined advocate for justice. Initially, she's scared by the supernatural
occurrences, but her empathy for Avery grows, empowering her to face fears and challenge
adult authority. She learns to speak up, research, and stand firm in her convictions, becoming a
strong voice for the forgotten.

Spoiler: What happened to Avery Moore?

Spoiler: Avery Moore died in 1957 after being hit by a car driven by a white teenager. The
incident was covered up by the town's white authorities, who blamed Avery and dismissed her
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death as an accident, refusing to investigate properly or hold the driver accountable. Her death
was a tragic consequence of the racial inequality and injustice prevalent in the segregated town.

What message does the author convey about history and memory?

The author conveys that history, especially uncomfortable or painful history, must be
remembered and confronted, not forgotten or buried. The book emphasizes that ignoring the
past allows injustices to persist. It highlights the importance of seeking truth, giving voice to the
marginalized, and ensuring that all stories, particularly those of victims of prejudice, are
acknowledged to foster understanding and prevent similar wrongs in the future.

What can readers learn from 'The Forgotten Girl'?

Readers can learn the importance of historical awareness, empathy, and standing up for what is
right. The book teaches that history is not always pretty, but understanding it is crucial for
progress. It encourages readers to question narratives, seek truth, and recognize the impact of
systemic injustice. It also highlights the power of friendship and the courage it takes to speak for
those who cannot speak for themselves.

How does the book address racial inequality in the past?

The book addresses racial inequality by depicting a segregated town in the 1950s where Black
residents faced systemic discrimination and injustice. It shows how their lives were devalued,
their voices silenced, and their deaths covered up. Avery Moore's story is a direct example of how
racial bias led to a lack of justice and the deliberate erasure of a Black child's memory from public
record and consciousness.

What is the importance of friendship in the novel?

Friendship is central to the novel, particularly the bond between Iris and Daniel. Their shared
curiosity, courage, and mutual support enable them to pursue the mystery of Avery Moore.
Daniel's unwavering loyalty and willingness to face scary situations alongside Iris empower her.
Their teamwork and trust are essential in overcoming obstacles and ultimately bringing Avery's
story to light, demonstrating the strength found in solidarity.

Why is it important for Iris and Daniel to tell Avery's story?

It is important for Iris and Daniel to tell Avery's story because it represents rectifying a historical
injustice. Avery was a victim of racial prejudice, and her death was covered up, her memory
erased. By telling her story, Iris and Daniel give Avery a voice, ensure she is remembered, and
force the town to confront its uncomfortable past. This act of remembrance brings closure to
Avery's spirit and helps heal the community by acknowledging past wrongs.
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