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Overview

Knud Erik Jargensen's "The EEAS and the Challenges of Multilateral Diplomacy" offers a
comprehensive analysis of the European External Action Service (EEAS) since its inception,
examining its role and effectiveness in the complex arena of multilateral diplomacy. The book
delves into the institutional design, operational challenges, and strategic implications of the EEAS
as it strives to establish the European Union as a coherent and influential actor on the global
stage. It scrutinizes how the EEAS navigates the inherent tensions between the supranational
aspirations of the EU and the diverse foreign policy interests of its member states, particularly in
multilateral forums like the UN, G7/G20, and various international organizations.

The core argument revolves around the EEAS's hybrid nature, which simultaneously presents
opportunities for enhanced EU foreign policy coordination and significant obstacles to its
operational efficiency and perceived legitimacy. Jeargensen explores the internal dynamics of the
EEAS, its interactions with national diplomatic services, and its performance in addressing critical
global issues, from security to climate change. The book highlights the ongoing struggle to forge
a unified European voice in a multipolar world, making it a crucial resource for understanding
the evolution and future trajectory of EU foreign policy and its impact on international relations.

Key Takeaways
* The EEAS faces inherent structural challenges in coordinating the diverse foreign policy
interests of EU member states, impacting its effectiveness.

« Effective multilateral diplomacy by the EEAS requires a delicate balance between internal EU
consensus-building and external engagement strategies.

* The hybrid nature of the EEAS, as both a European and intergovernmental entity, constantly
tests its legitimacy and influence in global forums.

« Understanding the historical evolution of EU foreign policy is crucial for assessing the
current performance and future potential of the EEAS.

* The EEAS's success in specific policy areas often depends on its ability to strategically
leverage both EU and national diplomatic resources.
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* The book underscores that the EEAS's capacity to project a coherent European voice remains
a work in progress, subject to political will and institutional adaptation.

Chapter Summaries
Introduction: Setting the Scene for the EEAS

This chapter introduces the rationale behind the creation of the European External Action Service
(EEAS) and outlines the book's analytical framework. It sets the stage by discussing the EU's
ambition to become a more unified and influential global actor, highlighting the initial
expectations and inherent challenges facing this new diplomatic service in a complex
international environment.

The Genesis and Mandate of the EEAS

This section traces the historical development and political negotiations that led to the
establishment of the EEAS under the Lisbon Treaty. It details the service's formal mandate, its
legal basis, and the initial vision for its role in coordinating EU foreign, security, and defense
policy, emphasizing the compromises made during its formation.

Organizational Structure and Internal Dynamics

Jorgensen examines the intricate organizational structure of the EEAS, including its
headquarters, EU delegations worldwide, and the integration of staff from various EU institutions
and national diplomatic services. The chapter analyzes the internal dynamics, challenges of
institutional culture, and the complexities of managing a diverse diplomatic corps.

The EEAS in Multilateral Forums: Case Studies

This part provides concrete examples of the EEAS's engagement in key multilateral forums, such

as the United Nations, G7/G20, and various international organizations. It explores specific policy
areas where the EEAS has sought to represent the EU, assessing its performance, successes, and
limitations in projecting a coherent European voice.

Challenges of Coherence and Coordination

The chapter delves into the significant challenges the EEAS faces in ensuring coherence across
different EU policies and coordinating effectively with member states. It discusses issues of
overlapping competencies, conflicting national interests, and the difficulty of formulating and
implementing unified EU positions in a timely manner.

The EEAS and Member State Diplomacy

This section analyzes the complex relationship between the EEAS and the national diplomatic
services of EU member states. It explores how the EEAS complements, competes with, or
collaborates with national embassies, examining the mechanisms for cooperation and the
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persistent tensions regarding representation and influence abroad.
Assessing the EEAS's Impact and Effectiveness

Jorgensen critically evaluates the overall impact and effectiveness of the EEAS since its creation. It
assesses whether the service has achieved its objectives of enhancing the EU's global presence
and influence, considering both its successes in specific policy domains and its ongoing struggles
to overcome inherent institutional and political hurdles.

Future Prospects and Reforms for EU Diplomacy

The concluding chapter looks ahead, discussing potential reforms and future directions for the
EEAS and EU diplomacy. It considers how the service might adapt to evolving global challenges
and internal EU dynamics, offering insights into strategies for strengthening its role and
improving its capacity to act as a more effective global actor.

Themes
* EU Foreign Policy

* Multilateral Diplomacy
* International Relations
* European Integration

* Diplomatic Institutions

Frequently Asked Questions

What is The EEAS and the Challenges of Multilateral Diplomacy about?

The book by Knud Erik Jergensen provides an in-depth analysis of the European External Action
Service (EEAS). It examines the EEAS's structure, functions, and effectiveness in navigating
multilateral diplomacy, highlighting its efforts to establish the EU as a unified global actor amidst
internal and external challenges.

Is The EEAS and the Challenges of Multilateral Diplomacy worth reading?

Yes, it is highly recommended for anyone interested in EU foreign policy, international relations,
or diplomatic studies. Jargensen offers a rigorous academic perspective on the complexities of
the EEAS, providing valuable insights into its institutional development and operational
challenges in a changing global landscape.

Who should read The EEAS and the Challenges of Multilateral Diplomacy?

This book is ideal for students, scholars, and practitioners of international relations, European
studies, and political science. It also appeals to diplomats, policymakers, and anyone seeking a
deeper understanding of the European Union's role and capabilities in global diplomacy.

https://booksummaryai.com/country/en/the-eeas-and-the-challenges-of-multilateral-diplomacy Page 3



How long does it take to read The EEAS and the Challenges of Multilateral Diplomacy?

Given its academic nature and comprehensive analysis, an average reader can expect to spend
approximately 360 to 480 minutes (6 to 8 hours) to read "The EEAS and the Challenges of
Multilateral Diplomacy" thoroughly.
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