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Overview
The Dark Tower VI: Song of Susannah is the sixth volume in Stephen King's epic fantasy-horror
series The Dark Tower. The novel continues the quest of Roland Deschain, the last gunslinger,
and his ka-tet—Eddie Dean, Susannah Dean, Jake Chambers, and the billy-bumbler Oy—as they
pursue the Dark Tower, the nexus of all universes. The story splits into two primary threads:
Susannah, pregnant with a demon child, is transported to New York City in 1964, where she
struggles against the malevolent personality of Mia, who intends to give birth to the child in a
world that will doom the Tower. Meanwhile, Roland and Eddie follow a path that leads them to
the author Stephen King himself in 1977, discovering that King's writing is intimately connected
to the fate of their world. The novel is a meta-fictional meditation on the nature of storytelling,
creation, and the interconnectedness of all worlds.

The book is a bridge between the previous volume, Wolves of the Calla, and the final installment,
The Dark Tower. It is shorter and more focused than its predecessors, serving as a setup for the
climactic conclusion. The narrative shifts between multiple timelines and perspectives, weaving
together the characters' quest with King's own life and work. Song of Susannah explores themes
of sacrifice, destiny, and the power of art to shape reality. It matters because it deepens the
series' mythology, introduces crucial revelations about the Tower's nature, and sets the stage for
the final confrontation. The novel is essential reading for fans of the series, offering both action
and philosophical depth as the ka-tet edges closer to their ultimate goal.

Key Takeaways
• The novel emphasizes that the act of creation, whether writing or storytelling, has real
consequences across multiple worlds.

• Susannah's struggle with Mia highlights the theme of identity and the battle for control over
one's own body and destiny.

• The book reveals that Stephen King himself is a character in the Dark Tower universe,
making the series a meta-fictional work.

• The ka-tet's journey is as much about personal sacrifice and growth as it is about reaching
the Tower.

• The novel sets up the final book by introducing the idea that the Tower's fate is tied to the
survival of the author.
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• The use of multiple timelines and perspectives shows how the characters' actions ripple
across time and space.

• The book underscores the importance of unity and trust among the ka-tet, even when they
are separated.

• The novel demonstrates that even the most powerful forces, like the Crimson King, can be
countered by love and determination.

Chapter Summaries
Chapter I: The Door

The novel opens with the ka-tet recovering from the battle at the Calla. They find a door that
leads to New York City in 1977, where they hope to find Stephen King and prevent the
destruction of the Tower. Roland and Eddie decide to go through the door, while Jake and Oy
stay behind. The chapter sets the stage for the split in the group and introduces the urgency of
their mission.

Chapter II: The Writer

Roland and Eddie arrive in 1977 and locate Stephen King's house in Lovell, Maine. They confront
the author, who is struggling with his writing and his own demons. They explain the connection
between his books and the Dark Tower, and King realizes he must continue writing to ensure the
Tower's survival. The chapter is a meta-fictional moment where the characters meet their
creator.

Chapter III: The Pregnant Woman

Meanwhile, Susannah is transported to New York City in 1964, where Mia takes control of her
body. Mia seeks to give birth to the demon child, who is destined to bring about the end of the
Tower. Susannah fights for control, but Mia's will is strong. The chapter explores Susannah's
internal struggle and the nature of her pregnancy.

Chapter IV: The Bookstore

Roland and Eddie, with Stephen King's help, travel to a bookstore in New York City to find a copy
of a book that contains crucial information about the Tower. They encounter a mysterious figure
who seems to know about their quest. The chapter reveals more about the Tower's lore and the
role of the book in their mission.

Chapter V: The Dixie Pig

Susannah, under Mia's control, arrives at the Dixie Pig, a restaurant that serves as a portal to
other worlds. There, she meets the low men and other servants of the Crimson King, who are
preparing for the birth of the child. Susannah realizes the danger and begins to plan her escape,
even as Mia's influence grows stronger.
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Chapter VI: The Birth

The chapter focuses on Susannah's struggle as Mia forces her to the point of giving birth. In a
climactic scene, Susannah manages to regain control and confronts Mia, ultimately defeating
her. The child is born, but it is not the demonic creature expected; it is a normal baby, named
Stephen, after the author. The chapter is a turning point for Susannah's character.

Chapter VII: The Return

Roland and Eddie, having secured the book and ensured King's commitment to writing, return to
their own time. They reunite with Jake and Oy, and the ka-tet is whole again. The novel ends with
them preparing to continue their journey to the Tower, now aware of the stakes and the
sacrifices required.

Themes
• Meta-fiction and creation

• Identity and duality

• Sacrifice and destiny

• The power of storytelling

• Unity and ka-tet

• The nature of evil

Notable Quotes
• "The man in black fled across the desert, and the gunslinger followed." — This is the opening
line of the first Dark Tower book, but it is referenced in this novel as a reminder of the quest's
beginning.

• "Go then, there are other worlds than these." — A recurring phrase in the series, spoken by
Jake when he dies in the first book, and echoed in this novel as a reminder of the multiverse.

• "The Tower is the nexus of all universes." — A key concept explained in the novel,
emphasizing the importance of the Tower to all of existence.

• "We are the ka-tet of the rose." — A phrase used by the group to affirm their bond and
purpose, highlighting their unity.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is The Dark Tower VI: Song of Susannah about?

Song of Susannah is the sixth book in Stephen King's Dark Tower series. It follows Roland and his
ka-tet as they split up: Susannah is taken over by Mia, who wants to give birth to a demon child in
1964 New York, while Roland and Eddie travel to 1977 to meet Stephen King himself. The novel
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explores the connection between King's writing and the fate of the Tower.

Is The Dark Tower VI: Song of Susannah worth reading?

Yes, if you are invested in the Dark Tower series. It is a shorter, more focused installment that
sets up the final book. It offers crucial plot developments and meta-fictional twists, but it is not a
standalone novel. Readers who enjoy the series' blend of fantasy and horror will find it
compelling.

How does The Dark Tower VI: Song of Susannah end?

Spoiler: The novel ends with Susannah defeating Mia and giving birth to a normal baby, named
Stephen. Roland and Eddie return from meeting Stephen King, and the ka-tet reunites. They
prepare to continue their journey to the Tower, now aware that King's survival is essential to
their quest.

Who should read The Dark Tower VI: Song of Susannah?

Fans of Stephen King's Dark Tower series who have read the previous books. It is not a good
starting point for new readers. Those who enjoy meta-fiction, epic fantasy, and horror will
appreciate the novel's unique blend of genres and its exploration of the author's role in his own
universe.

How long does it take to read The Dark Tower VI: Song of Susannah?

The book has around 400 pages. At an average reading speed of 250 words per minute, it takes
about 8-10 hours to read. Most readers finish it in a few days to a week, depending on how much
time they dedicate to reading.


