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Overview
The Dark Tower IV: Wizard and Glass is the fourth volume in Stephen King's epic fantasy-horror
series, The Dark Tower. The novel continues the quest of Roland Deschain, the last gunslinger,
and his companions—Eddie Dean, Susannah Dean, and Jake Chambers—as they travel through
the treacherous land of Thunderclap toward the Dark Tower. After surviving a confrontation with
the sinister Blaine the Mono, the group is forced to stop at a way station, where Roland recounts
the tragic story of his youth, revealing the origins of his obsession with the Tower and the loss of
his true love, Susan Delgado.

The central narrative is a long flashback set in the barony of Mejis, where a young Roland and his
friends Alain and Cuthbert are sent by their teacher, Marten, to investigate a conspiracy involving
the corrupt mayor and the powerful oil baron, John Farson. There, Roland falls in love with Susan,
a beautiful young woman promised to the mayor, and becomes entangled in a web of political
intrigue, betrayal, and supernatural forces. The story explores themes of love, sacrifice, and the
cost of destiny, as Roland's choices lead to devastating consequences that shape his future.

The book is significant because it deepens the mythology of the Dark Tower universe, providing
crucial backstory for Roland's character and the events that set him on his path. It also
introduces key elements like the Wizard's Rainbow, the Grapefruit, and the Crimson King's
machinations. The novel balances intimate character drama with epic world-building, and its
tragic romance is considered one of the most emotionally resonant parts of the series. Wizard
and Glass is essential reading for fans of the series, as it enriches the overarching narrative and
explains why Roland is the man he is.

Key Takeaways
• Roland's tragic past with Susan Delgado explains his emotional detachment and relentless
pursuit of the Dark Tower.

• The novel reveals the origin of Roland's gunslinger ethics and the importance of sacrifice in
his quest.

• The political intrigue in Mejis shows how the forces of John Farson and the Crimson King
were already corrupting the world even before Roland's time.

• The Wizard's Rainbow, particularly the Grapefruit, is a dangerous artifact that can show
visions and manipulate reality.
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• Roland's failure to save Susan haunts him and influences his decisions throughout the
series.

• The book demonstrates that love and duty often conflict, and that the path to the Tower is
paved with loss.

• The ka-tet's bond is strengthened by Roland's story, as they understand his motivations and
the weight of his burden.

• The novel sets up future events by introducing the concept of the Beam and the role of the
Crimson King as the primary antagonist.

Chapter Summaries
Part One: The Way Station

Roland, Eddie, Susannah, and Jake escape from Blaine the Mono and find themselves in a
strange, desolate landscape. They discover a way station where they meet a boy named
Sheemie, who has a connection to Roland's past. The group is exhausted and traumatized, and
Roland decides to tell them his story to explain how he became the man he is. He begins with his
youth in Gilead, his training as a gunslinger, and the mission that sent him to Mejis with his
friends Alain and Cuthbert.

Part Two: The Telling

Roland's flashback continues as he and his friends arrive in the barony of Mejis, a coastal region
under the control of Mayor Thorin and the corrupt oil magnate, John Farson. They are assigned
to investigate suspicious activities, but they soon discover that the mayor is in league with
Farson. Roland meets Susan Delgado, a beautiful young woman who has been promised to the
mayor as a concubine. Their instant connection sets the stage for a forbidden romance that will
have tragic consequences.

Part Three: The Grapefruit

Roland and his friends uncover a plot to smuggle oil and weapons for Farson. They also find a
magical artifact, the Grapefruit, one of the Wizard's Rainbow balls, which can show visions of the
future and the past. Roland becomes obsessed with the Grapefruit, using it to see Susan, but it
also shows him the Crimson King and the Dark Tower. Meanwhile, the mayor's men, led by the
treacherous Rhea of the Coos, begin to suspect the young gunslingers and plot their downfall.

Part Four: The Storm

The tension in Mejis escalates as Roland and Susan's relationship deepens, but they are
discovered by Rhea, who uses the Grapefruit to spy on them. The mayor and his men plan to
arrest the gunslingers, but Roland and his friends prepare to fight. A fierce storm hits the region,
and in the chaos, Roland and Susan plan to escape together. However, their plans are thwarted
when Susan is captured and accused of witchcraft, leading to a tragic climax.
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Part Five: The Aftermath

Roland and his friends rescue Susan from the pyre, but she is killed in the attempt, and Roland is
forced to kill his own love to save her from a worse fate. The gunslingers defeat the mayor's
forces, but they are too late to save Susan. Roland is devastated and vows to continue his quest
for the Dark Tower, carrying the guilt of Susan's death with him. The flashback ends, and the
present-day group is left to process Roland's story.

Part Six: The Return

Back in the present, Roland and his ka-tet leave the way station and continue their journey. They
encounter a group of mutants and a strange creature called a 'sharpshooter.' They also meet a
woman named Mia, who is pregnant with a demon child. The group is drawn into a new conflict
involving the Crimson King and the fate of the Tower. Roland's story has given them a deeper
understanding of his mission, and they are more determined than ever to help him reach the
Tower.

Themes
• Love and sacrifice

• Destiny and duty

• Corruption of power

• The cost of obsession

• Friendship and loyalty

• The nature of evil

Notable Quotes
• "The man in black fled across the desert, and the gunslinger followed." — This is the opening
line of the first book in the series, but it is referenced in Wizard and Glass as a recurring motif,
reminding readers of Roland's relentless pursuit.

• "I love you, Roland. I love you as I have never loved another. I love you with all my heart and
soul." — Susan Delgado says this to Roland during their time in Mejis, expressing her deep
love for him despite the danger.

• "You have forgotten the face of your father." — A common gunslinger rebuke, used by
Roland and his friends to call out dishonorable behavior, including when Roland is tempted to
use the Grapefruit for selfish reasons.

• "The world has moved on." — A recurring phrase in the series, used to describe the decay
and change of the world, often spoken by Roland or other characters to explain the strange
events around them.
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Frequently Asked Questions
What is The Dark Tower IV: Wizard and Glass about?

It's the fourth book in Stephen King's Dark Tower series. It follows Roland and his ka-tet as they
travel toward the Dark Tower, but the core of the novel is a long flashback to Roland's youth,
where he falls in love with Susan Delgado and faces a conspiracy in the barony of Mejis. The story
explains Roland's tragic past and the events that shaped his quest.

Is The Dark Tower IV: Wizard and Glass worth reading?

Yes, especially for fans of the series. It's considered one of the best books in the Dark Tower
saga, offering deep character development and a heartbreaking romance. The flashback
structure slows the pace but adds immense depth to Roland's character. If you're invested in the
series, it's essential reading.

How does The Dark Tower IV: Wizard and Glass end?

Spoiler: The flashback ends with Susan's tragic death, as Roland is forced to kill her to save her
from a worse fate. In the present, Roland and his ka-tet leave the way station and continue their
journey, encountering new threats. The novel sets up the next book, Wolves of the Calla, with
hints of the Crimson King's plans.

Who should read The Dark Tower IV: Wizard and Glass?

Readers who have already started the Dark Tower series and want to understand Roland's
backstory. It's also great for fans of Stephen King's character-driven horror and fantasy. If you
enjoy epic quests with tragic romance and political intrigue, this book will appeal to you.

How long does it take to read The Dark Tower IV: Wizard and Glass?

At an average reading speed of 250 words per minute, it takes about 20 hours to read the full
book. That's roughly 2-3 weeks if you read an hour a day. The book is long, around 700 pages,
but the story is engaging and worth the time.


