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Overview
The Boy Who Invented the Popsicle" by Anne Renaud tells the delightful and true story of Frank
Epperson, the accidental inventor of one of the world's most beloved frozen treats. The book
introduces readers to Frank as a curious eleven-year-old living in San Francisco in 1905. One
chilly evening, he inadvertently left a glass of powdered soda and water, with a stirring stick
inside, on his porch overnight. The next morning, he discovered the mixture had frozen solid
around the stick, creating a unique, icy confection. He called his invention an "Epsicle" and
shared it with friends, who loved it.

Years passed, and Frank grew up, pursuing other ventures. However, the memory of his
childhood invention never quite faded. As an adult, with a family of his own, he decided to revisit
his frozen treat. Recognizing its potential, he applied for a patent in 1923, securing his place in
history as the official inventor of the "Popsicle." The book beautifully illustrates how a simple,
accidental discovery born of childhood curiosity can evolve into a significant and lasting
innovation, emphasizing themes of perseverance and the unexpected paths to invention. It's an
inspiring tale that encourages young readers to embrace their own creativity and to see the
extraordinary in the ordinary.

Key Takeaways
• Great inventions can sometimes arise from simple, accidental discoveries.

• Childhood curiosity and experimentation are powerful catalysts for innovation.

• Persistence and remembering good ideas, even years later, can lead to significant success.

• Simple concepts, like a frozen drink on a stick, can become universally loved products.

• It's important to recognize the potential in unexpected outcomes and pursue them.

• Even ordinary people can create something extraordinary that impacts millions.

Chapter Summaries
A Cold Night in California

The book introduces young Frank Epperson in 1905 San Francisco, a curious boy who loves to
experiment. One cold evening, he mixes powdered soda and water, leaving it on his porch with a
stirring stick inside, setting the stage for an unexpected discovery.
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The Accidental Discovery

The next morning, Frank finds his drink frozen solid around the stick. He pulls it out, tastes it, and
realizes he's created something delicious and new. He names his accidental invention an
"Epsicle," marking the birth of a future classic.

Sharing the Sweet Treat

Frank shares his "Epsicles" with his friends, who are delighted by the frozen dessert on a stick. It
becomes a popular treat among his neighborhood pals, though it remains a cherished childhood
secret for many years.

Years Go By

As Frank grows up, he gets married and starts a family. He pursues various jobs and ventures,
and the "Epsicle" becomes a distant memory, a sweet anecdote from his youth, seemingly
forgotten amidst life's other demands.

A Flash of Inspiration

As an adult, Frank remembers his childhood invention. He realizes the potential of a frozen treat
on a stick and decides to bring it to a wider audience, reigniting his inventive spirit and seeing
the commercial value in his old idea.

The Patent and the Popsicle

In 1923, Frank Epperson applies for and receives a patent for his frozen confection. His children
suggest a new name, "Popsicle," a combination of "Pop's" and "icicle," which quickly sticks and
becomes iconic.

A Sweet Legacy

The Popsicle becomes an instant hit, sold in amusement parks and stores across the country.
Frank Epperson's accidental invention from his childhood transforms into a beloved, iconic treat
enjoyed by generations worldwide, securing his sweet legacy.

Themes
• Invention

• Curiosity

• Perseverance

• Childhood

• Entrepreneurship

• Legacy
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Frequently Asked Questions
What is The Boy Who Invented the Popsicle about?

The book tells the true story of Frank Epperson, who, as an eleven-year-old boy in 1905,
accidentally invented the Popsicle. It chronicles his childhood discovery, how he shared it with
friends, and his journey years later to patent and commercialize his frozen treat.

Is The Boy Who Invented the Popsicle worth reading?

Yes, it's a charming and inspiring non-fiction picture book, especially for young readers. It
teaches valuable lessons about curiosity, persistence, and how simple ideas can lead to
significant inventions, making history accessible and engaging.

How does The Boy Who Invented the Popsicle end?

Spoiler: The book ends with Frank Epperson, as an adult, successfully patenting his accidental
childhood invention in 1923. His children suggest the name "Popsicle," and the frozen treat
becomes a hugely popular and enduring success, securing his legacy.

Who should read The Boy Who Invented the Popsicle?

This book is ideal for children aged 4-8, their parents, and educators. It's perfect for anyone
interested in stories of invention, history, or encouraging young minds to be curious and
persistent.

How long does it take to read The Boy Who Invented the Popsicle?

As a children's picture book, it is a very quick read. Most readers can finish the entire book
comfortably within 5 to 10 minutes.


