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Overview
The Boy Who Invented the Popsicle" by Anne Renaud tells the delightful and true story of Frank
Epperson, the accidental inventor of one of the world's most beloved frozen treats. The book
introduces readers to Frank as a curious eleven-year-old living in San Francisco in 1905. One
chilly evening, he inadvertently left a glass of powdered soda and water, with a stirring stick
inside, on his porch overnight. The next morning, he discovered the mixture had frozen solid
around the stick, creating a unique, icy confection. He called his invention an "Epsicle" and
shared it with friends, who loved it.

Years passed, and Frank grew up, pursuing other ventures. However, the memory of his
childhood invention never quite faded. As an adult, with a family of his own, he decided to revisit
his frozen treat. Recognizing its potential, he applied for a patent in 1923, securing his place in
history as the official inventor of the "Popsicle." The book beautifully illustrates how a simple,
accidental discovery born of childhood curiosity can evolve into a significant and lasting
innovation, emphasizing themes of perseverance and the unexpected paths to invention. It's an
inspiring tale that encourages young readers to embrace their own creativity and to see the
extraordinary in the ordinary.

Key Takeaways
• Great inventions can sometimes arise from simple, accidental discoveries.

• Childhood curiosity and experimentation are powerful catalysts for innovation.

• Persistence and remembering good ideas, even years later, can lead to significant success.

• Simple concepts, like a frozen drink on a stick, can become universally loved products.

• It's important to recognize the potential in unexpected outcomes and pursue them.

• Even ordinary people can create something extraordinary that impacts millions.

Chapter Summaries
A Cold Night in California

The book introduces young Frank Epperson in 1905 San Francisco, a curious boy who loves to
experiment. One cold evening, he mixes powdered soda and water, leaving it on his porch with a
stirring stick inside, setting the stage for an unexpected discovery.
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The Accidental Discovery

The next morning, Frank finds his drink frozen solid around the stick. He pulls it out, tastes it, and
realizes he's created something delicious and new. He names his accidental invention an
"Epsicle," marking the birth of a future classic.

Sharing the Sweet Treat

Frank shares his "Epsicles" with his friends, who are delighted by the frozen dessert on a stick. It
becomes a popular treat among his neighborhood pals, though it remains a cherished childhood
secret for many years.

Years Go By

As Frank grows up, he gets married and starts a family. He pursues various jobs and ventures,
and the "Epsicle" becomes a distant memory, a sweet anecdote from his youth, seemingly
forgotten amidst life's other demands.

A Flash of Inspiration

As an adult, Frank remembers his childhood invention. He realizes the potential of a frozen treat
on a stick and decides to bring it to a wider audience, reigniting his inventive spirit and seeing
the commercial value in his old idea.

The Patent and the Popsicle

In 1923, Frank Epperson applies for and receives a patent for his frozen confection. His children
suggest a new name, "Popsicle," a combination of "Pop's" and "icicle," which quickly sticks and
becomes iconic.

A Sweet Legacy

The Popsicle becomes an instant hit, sold in amusement parks and stores across the country.
Frank Epperson's accidental invention from his childhood transforms into a beloved, iconic treat
enjoyed by generations worldwide, securing his sweet legacy.

Themes
• Invention

• Curiosity

• Perseverance

• Childhood

• Entrepreneurship

• Legacy
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Frequently Asked Questions
What is The Boy Who Invented the Popsicle about?

The book tells the true story of Frank Epperson, who, as an eleven-year-old boy in 1905,
accidentally invented the Popsicle. It chronicles his childhood discovery, how he shared it with
friends, and his journey years later to patent and commercialize his frozen treat.

Is The Boy Who Invented the Popsicle worth reading?

Yes, it's a charming and inspiring non-fiction picture book, especially for young readers. It
teaches valuable lessons about curiosity, persistence, and how simple ideas can lead to
significant inventions, making history accessible and engaging.

How does The Boy Who Invented the Popsicle end?

Spoiler: The book ends with Frank Epperson, as an adult, successfully patenting his accidental
childhood invention in 1923. His children suggest the name "Popsicle," and the frozen treat
becomes a hugely popular and enduring success, securing his legacy.

Who should read The Boy Who Invented the Popsicle?

This book is ideal for children aged 4-8, their parents, and educators. It's perfect for anyone
interested in stories of invention, history, or encouraging young minds to be curious and
persistent.

How long does it take to read The Boy Who Invented the Popsicle?

As a children's picture book, it is a very quick read. Most readers can finish the entire book
comfortably within 5 to 10 minutes.

Questions & Answers
Who invented the popsicle, according to the book?

The book attributes the invention of the popsicle to an eleven-year-old boy named Frank
Epperson. He accidentally created the frozen treat one cold winter night in 1905 when he left a
glass of powdered soda and water with a stirring stick outside on his porch. The mixture froze
solid overnight, and the next morning, he discovered what would later become the iconic frozen
dessert.

How old was Frank Epperson when he accidentally invented the frozen treat?

Frank Epperson was just eleven years old when he made his accidental discovery. One chilly
night in 1905, he left a glass containing a mix of powdered soda and water, with a stirring stick
still in it, on his porch. The low temperatures caused the mixture to freeze around the stick,
creating the first 'Epsicle,' which he later renamed the Popsicle.
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What was the original name Frank Epperson gave his invention?

Initially, Frank Epperson called his accidental invention an 'Epsicle,' a portmanteau of his last
name, Epperson, and the word 'icicle.' He enjoyed making these frozen treats for himself and his
friends for years. It wasn't until much later, when his own children began calling it 'Pop's 'sicle'
(referring to their 'Pop' or dad), that the name evolved into the now-famous 'Popsicle.'

How did Frank Epperson accidentally invent the frozen treat?

Frank Epperson's invention was a happy accident. One cold winter evening in 1905, he mixed
powdered soda and water in a glass, but forgot it on his porch with the stirring stick still inside.
Overnight, the temperature dropped significantly, causing the mixture to freeze solid around the
stick. The next morning, he pulled the frozen treat out by the stick, discovering a delicious,
easy-to-eat frozen dessert.

When did Frank Epperson patent his invention?

Frank Epperson patented his invention many years after its initial accidental creation. He filed for
a patent in 1923, nearly two decades after that fateful cold night in 1905. He received the patent
in 1924, officially securing his claim to the 'frozen confection on a stick' and paving the way for its
commercial production and widespread popularity.

Why did Frank Epperson decide to patent his invention many years after its accidental
creation?

Frank Epperson decided to patent his invention in 1923 after realizing its commercial potential.
He had been making and selling his 'Epsicles' at local amusement parks and fairs, where they
proved to be very popular. Recognizing that he had a unique and marketable product, he sought
legal protection to ensure he could profit from his creation and prevent others from copying it
without permission.

What challenges did Frank Epperson face in marketing his invention?

Frank Epperson faced challenges typical of a new inventor. Initially, he sold his 'Epsicles' at local
events like Neptune Beach amusement park, where they were a hit. However, scaling up
production and distribution required significant resources and business acumen. He also had to
contend with competition and the complexities of the food industry, eventually leading to
decisions about selling his patent rights.

How did the name 'Popsicle' come about?

The name 'Popsicle' originated from Frank Epperson's own children. After he started making and
selling his frozen treats, his kids would often ask for 'Pop's 'sicle,' referring to their 'Pop' (their
father) and his 'icicle' creation. The affectionate nickname stuck and eventually evolved into the
simplified and memorable 'Popsicle,' which he later used for his patented product.

What was the significance of the 'twin popsicle'?
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The 'twin popsicle' was a clever innovation introduced by the Popsicle company during the Great
Depression. It was designed to be easily split into two, allowing two children to share one treat
for the price of one. This made the Popsicle more affordable and accessible to families during
tough economic times, significantly boosting its popularity and cementing its place as a beloved
snack.

What lesson can readers learn from Frank Epperson's story?

Readers can learn several lessons from Frank Epperson's story, including the value of curiosity,
observation, and perseverance. His accidental invention highlights how simple observations can
lead to great ideas. The story also teaches about the journey from a childhood discovery to a
patented product, emphasizing the importance of recognizing potential and taking steps to
protect and develop one's creations, even if it takes many years.

How did the invention of the Popsicle change the frozen treat industry?

The invention of the Popsicle revolutionized the frozen treat industry by introducing a simple,
portable, and affordable frozen dessert on a stick. Before the Popsicle, frozen treats were often
served in cups or dishes, requiring spoons. The stick made it easy to eat without mess, making it
ideal for children and on-the-go consumption. It paved the way for countless other frozen
novelties and became a staple of summer enjoyment.

What kind of drink did Frank Epperson leave outside that led to the invention?

Frank Epperson left a glass containing a mixture of powdered soda and water outside on his
porch. This was a common type of beverage for children at the time, often made by stirring
flavored powder into water. The accidental freezing of this simple drink, with the stirring stick
still in it, was the catalyst for his famous invention.

What is the main theme of 'The Boy Who Invented the Popsicle'?

The main theme of 'The Boy Who Invented the Popsicle' is the power of accidental discovery and
the journey of an idea from a simple childhood experiment to a globally recognized product. It
celebrates ingenuity, the importance of recognizing potential in everyday occurrences, and how
a seemingly small event can lead to a lasting impact on popular culture and commerce.

What role did Frank Epperson's children play in the naming of the Popsicle?

Frank Epperson's children played a crucial role in naming the Popsicle. After he started making
and selling his frozen treats, his kids affectionately began calling them 'Pop's 'sicle,' combining
their nickname for their father ('Pop') with his original 'Epsicle' or 'icicle' creation. This endearing
term eventually evolved into the iconic brand name 'Popsicle' that is known worldwide today.

What year was the Popsicle first introduced to the public on a large scale?

While Frank Epperson made his accidental discovery in 1905 and sold his 'Epsicles' at local events
for years, the Popsicle was first introduced to the public on a larger, more commercial scale after
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he received his patent in 1924. He then began selling them more widely, particularly through a
partnership with the Joe Lowe Company, which helped distribute the frozen treats across the
nation.

What was the 'Epsicle' stand?

The 'Epsicle' stand was Frank Epperson's initial venture into selling his frozen treats. After
realizing the popularity of his invention, he set up a stand, notably at Neptune Beach amusement
park in Alameda, California. Here, he sold his 'Epsicles' to the public, testing the market and
demonstrating the appeal of his unique frozen confection on a stick before he decided to pursue
a patent and broader commercialization.

How does Anne Renaud present the story of invention in this book?

Anne Renaud presents the story of invention in a clear, engaging, and accessible way,
particularly suited for young readers. She focuses on the human element, highlighting Frank
Epperson's childhood curiosity and the accidental nature of his discovery. The narrative
emphasizes the long journey from a simple idea to a patented product, making the complex
process of innovation understandable and inspiring, often accompanied by vibrant illustrations
that bring the story to life.

Spoiler: What ultimately happened to Frank Epperson's ownership of the Popsicle?

Spoiler: Frank Epperson ultimately sold the rights to his Popsicle patent to the Joe Lowe Company
in 1928. Despite inventing the popular treat and holding the patent for several years, he faced
financial difficulties and the challenges of large-scale production and distribution. The sale meant
he no longer owned the invention, though he is forever credited as its creator. The Joe Lowe
Company then propelled the Popsicle to national and international fame.


