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Overview

Madeleine O. Hosli's "The African Union at the United Nations: Global Governance,
Multilateralism, and the African Agenda" offers a comprehensive analysis of the African Union's
(AU) evolving role and influence within the United Nations (UN) system. The book meticulously
examines how the AU, as a prominent regional organization, navigates the intricate landscape of
global governance and multilateralism to advance the collective African agenda on the
international stage. Hosli traces the historical trajectory of African engagement with the UN,
from the era of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) to the contemporary AU, highlighting
both the continuities and strategic shifts in advocating for African interests, particularly in critical
areas such as peace, security, development, and human rights. The study delves into the
institutional mechanisms, diplomatic practices, and political challenges that define the AU-UN
relationship, critically assessing the effectiveness of African collective action in shaping UN
decision-making processes.

Hosli's central thesis posits that despite facing significant internal and external constraints, the
AU's coordinated presence and efforts within the UN are indispensable for legitimizing and
promoting African priorities. The book provides a nuanced evaluation of the AU's capacity to
function as a unified voice, analyzing instances of successful collaboration and identifying areas
where fragmentation or resource limitations impede its overall impact. It underscores the
importance of viewing the AU-UN dynamic not merely as a bilateral interaction but as a complex
interplay within a broader multilateral framework, where regional organizations are increasingly
vital actors in addressing global challenges. This work is an essential resource for scholars,
policymakers, and practitioners interested in international organizations, African politics, and the
future trajectory of global governance.

Key Takeaways

* The African Union's engagement with the United Nations is a critical dimension of
contemporary global governance, reflecting efforts to amplify African voices on the world
stage.

* Regional organizations like the AU play an increasingly significant role in multilateral
diplomacy, often acting as intermediaries between national interests and global frameworks.

* The effectiveness of the AU at the UN is influenced by its internal cohesion, resource
availability, and the strategic alignment of its member states.
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* African priorities, particularly peace, security, and sustainable development, are consistently
championed by the AU within various UN organs and specialized agencies.

* Understanding the historical evolution from the OAU to the AU is crucial for appreciating the
current strategies and challenges faced by African diplomacy at the UN.

* Despite challenges, the AU's collective action at the UN serves to legitimize and advance a
distinct African agenda, contributing to a more inclusive multilateral system.

Chapter Summaries

Introduction: The African Union at the United Nations

This chapter introduces the book's central theme: the African Union's engagement with the
United Nations. It outlines the analytical framework, emphasizing the complexities of regional
organizations operating within a global multilateral system. Hosli details the scope of the inquiry,
highlighting the significance of the AU-UN relationship for understanding contemporary global
governance and the pursuit of African interests. The introduction also previews the key
arguments and the structure of the subsequent chapters, establishing the importance of the AU
as a collective actor on the international stage.

The African Union and the United Nations: A Historical Overview

This chapter traces the historical evolution of African collective action at the United Nations, from
the early days of post-colonial independence and the Organization of African Unity (OAU) to the
establishment and development of the African Union (AU). It examines the continuity and
changes in African diplomatic strategies, the challenges faced by the OAU, and how the AU
sought to overcome these limitations. Hosli analyzes the institutional reforms and normative
shifts that have characterized African engagement with the UN, providing essential context for
understanding the current dynamics and aspirations of the AU.

The African Union, the United Nations, and Peace and Security

This chapter delves into the critical area of peace and security, exploring the collaborative and
sometimes contentious relationship between the AU and the UN in conflict prevention,
management, and resolution. It examines the division of labor, resource mobilization, and
coordination mechanisms between the two organizations, particularly concerning peacekeeping
operations in Africa. Hosli analyzes specific case studies to illustrate the successes and failures of
joint efforts, discussing the challenges of sovereignty, funding, and mandates that shape their
partnership in maintaining regional and international peace.

The African Union, the United Nations, and Development

Focusing on socio-economic development, this chapter investigates how the African Union and
its member states leverage the United Nations framework to advance Africa's development
agenda. It explores the AU's advocacy for issues such as poverty eradication, sustainable
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development goals (SDGs), and economic integration within UN forums and agencies. Hosli
analyzes the strategies employed by the AU to secure resources, influence policy, and foster
partnerships for development, while also addressing the persistent challenges of aid
dependency, governance, and equitable global economic structures.

The African Union, the United Nations, and Human Rights

This chapter examines the African Union's role in promoting and protecting human rights within
the context of the United Nations system. It discusses the interplay between regional human
rights mechanisms of the AU and the universal human rights instruments of the UN. Hosli
explores how the AU articulates and defends African perspectives on human rights, addressing
issues like women's rights, children's rights, and transitional justice. The chapter also critically
assesses the challenges faced by the AU in upholding human rights principles amidst
sovereignty concerns and political realities within its member states.

The African Union, the United Nations, and Global Governance

This chapter broadens the scope to analyze the AU's contribution to the wider architecture of
global governance. It explores how the AU seeks to reform and democratize international
institutions, advocating for greater African representation and influence in decision-making
processes, particularly within the UN Security Council. Hosli discusses the AU's engagement with
other global challenges such as climate change, migration, and health, demonstrating its efforts
to shape global norms and policies and assert a collective African voice in a multipolar world.

Conclusion: The African Union and the Future of Multilateralism

The concluding chapter synthesizes the book's findings, offering a comprehensive assessment of
the African Union's impact and potential at the United Nations. It reiterates the main arguments
about the AU's evolving role as a key regional actor in global governance. Hosli reflects on the
persistent challenges—including internal cohesion, resource constraints, and external
pressures—while also highlighting the opportunities for enhanced collaboration and influence.
The chapter projects the future trajectory of the AU-UN relationship and its implications for a
more inclusive and effective multilateral system.

Themes

* Regionalism in UN

* African Diplomacy

* Multilateral Cooperation
* Global Governance

* Peace and Security

* Development Agenda
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Frequently Asked Questions
What is The African Union in the United Nations about?

It analyzes the African Union's role and influence within the United Nations system, examining
how the AU advocates for African interests in global governance, peace, security, and
development. The book provides a historical overview and a critical assessment of this crucial
relationship.

Is The African Union in the United Nations worth reading?

Yes, for anyone interested in international relations, African studies, or the dynamics of
multilateral organizations. It offers a comprehensive and critical perspective on the AU's
engagement with the UN, making it a valuable resource for understanding contemporary global
governance.

How does The African Union in the United Nations end?

Spoiler: The book concludes by assessing the AU's current impact and future potential within the
UN, emphasizing its crucial role in shaping a more inclusive multilateral system despite ongoing
challenges. It highlights the evolving nature of global governance and the AU's persistent efforts.

Who should read The African Union in the United Nations?

Academics, students, and practitioners in international relations, political science, African
studies, and diplomacy will find this book particularly insightful. It's also valuable for those
interested in the functioning of the UN, regional organizations, and the complexities of global
cooperation.

How long does it take to read The African Union in the United Nations?

Based on an average reading speed of 250 words per minute and an estimated length of around
220 pages, it would take approximately 220 minutes, or about 3 hours and 40 minutes, to read
the entire book.

https://booksummaryai.com/country/en/the-african-union-in-the-united-nations Page 4



