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Overview
Tor Arver's "Svarte Mathilda" tells the enchanting story of a young girl named Mathilda who
moves with her family to a new, isolated home in the countryside. Feeling lonely and out of place,
Mathilda soon discovers a magnificent, wild black horse that roams the nearby forests. This
horse, also named Mathilda by the locals, is feared and misunderstood by the villagers due to its
untamed nature and powerful presence. Despite the warnings, the girl Mathilda feels an
inexplicable pull towards the horse, recognizing a kindred spirit in its wildness and solitude.

The narrative beautifully explores the burgeoning, unspoken bond between the girl and the
horse. Mathilda, with her patience, empathy, and courage, slowly gains the trust of Svarte
Mathilda, the black horse. Through their secret encounters, the girl learns about the horse's
gentle spirit hidden beneath its fierce exterior, and in turn, finds her own strength and a sense of
belonging. The book delves into themes of friendship, understanding, and the importance of
connecting with nature, as Mathilda navigates the challenges of her new environment and helps
the misunderstood creature find its place.

Key Takeaways
• Empathy and patience can bridge the gap between different beings, even between humans
and wild animals.

• True strength often lies in gentleness and understanding, rather than in dominance or fear.

• Finding a connection with nature can provide solace and a sense of belonging, especially in
new or challenging environments.

• Overcoming fear and trusting one's instincts can lead to profound and unexpected
friendships.

• What is initially perceived as wild or dangerous may simply be misunderstood and in need of
compassion.

• Courage is not the absence of fear, but the willingness to act despite it for something you
believe in.

Chapter Summaries
Chapter 1: The Discovery
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Mårten, a quiet and somewhat solitary boy, spends his days exploring the local junkyard, a place
he finds more interesting than school. One afternoon, hidden beneath a pile of scrap metal, he
uncovers an old, rusty bicycle. It's dilapidated, missing parts, and covered in grime, but Mårten
feels an immediate, inexplicable connection to it. He decides to rescue it, dragging the heavy
frame home. He dedicates himself to its restoration, meticulously cleaning the rust, oiling the
chain, and searching for replacement parts, pouring all his free time and a small amount of
pocket money into bringing the forgotten machine back to life. He names her Mathilda.

Chapter 2: Mathilda Speaks

After weeks of dedicated work, Mårten finally completes Mathilda's restoration. He takes her for
a test ride, but as he pedals, he hears a voice – a gruff, slightly creaky voice – speaking directly to
him. It's Mathilda, revealing herself to be a sentient, magical bicycle. Mårten is utterly stunned,
initially convinced he's imagining things or that the effort has made him delirious. Mathilda,
however, insists on her reality, explaining her unique abilities and her desire for adventure.
Mårten, though still bewildered, is also thrilled by the prospect of having a magical, talking
friend.

Chapter 3: The First Magical Ride

Mathilda, eager to demonstrate her powers, takes Mårten on their first truly magical journey.
Instead of simply riding down the street, the world around them blurs and shifts. They find
themselves soaring above the rooftops, then suddenly transported to a vibrant, anachronistic
marketplace filled with strange sights and sounds, perhaps a blend of different historical eras.
Mårten experiences the exhilarating sensation of flight and the wonder of instantaneous travel.
This adventure solidifies his belief in Mathilda's magic and opens his eyes to a world far beyond
his previous imagination, cementing their unusual friendship.

Chapter 4: A Trip to the Viking Age

Mathilda, with a whir and a shimmer, transports Mårten back in time to the Viking Age. They land
near a bustling longhouse settlement, observing the daily lives of Vikings: warriors training,
women weaving, and children playing. Mårten is fascinated by the authentic details, from the
clothing to the tools and the language, which Mathilda helps him understand. They witness a
longship being prepared for a voyage and learn about Viking customs and beliefs. Mårten must
remain hidden, careful not to interfere with history, but the experience is incredibly vivid and
educational, far surpassing any history lesson.

Chapter 5: The Forest of Whispers

Mathilda takes Mårten to a dense, ancient forest, unlike any he has seen before. The trees seem
to whisper secrets, and the air is thick with an otherworldly atmosphere. Here, they encounter
various mythical creatures from Scandinavian folklore. They might stumble upon a mischievous
huldra, a shy forest spirit, or even a grumpy troll guarding a hidden spring. Mårten learns to
navigate the magical dangers and wonders of the forest, relying on Mathilda's wisdom and his
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own growing courage to interact with these beings, sometimes helping them, sometimes simply
observing their mysterious lives.

Chapter 6: The Underwater City

In one of their most astonishing adventures, Mathilda reveals her ability to travel through water
as easily as air. She takes Mårten on a journey to a hidden underwater city, perhaps a lost
civilization or a fantastical realm inhabited by merfolk or other aquatic beings. Mårten, protected
by Mathilda's magic, can breathe and move freely in this alien environment. He marvels at the
glowing architecture, the strange flora and fauna, and the unique culture of its inhabitants. This
chapter emphasizes the boundless nature of Mathilda's magic and the sheer diversity of the
worlds they can explore.

Chapter 7: The Cloud Kingdom

Mathilda carries Mårten high above the clouds, to a fantastical kingdom built upon the very air.
Here, they might encounter cloud giants, benevolent sky spirits, or even a whimsical
weather-maker. Mårten experiences the world from a breathtaking new perspective, looking
down on the land below as if it were a map. They might help resolve a dispute between cloud
dwellers or assist in creating a magnificent sunset. This adventure highlights the imaginative and
ethereal aspects of their journeys, showing Mårten that magic exists in the most unexpected
places, even above the sky.

Chapter 8: The Mystery of the Missing Map

Mårten and Mathilda find themselves in a peculiar situation where a valuable, ancient map has
gone missing, potentially leading to a forgotten treasure or a hidden magical artifact. They
embark on a detective-like quest, following clues, solving riddles, and interviewing quirky
characters in a strange, perhaps slightly anachronistic, town. This adventure tests Mårten's
problem-solving skills and Mathilda's ability to navigate complex situations, showcasing their
teamwork as they piece together the mystery and ultimately recover the map, revealing its true
significance.

Chapter 9: The Time Paradox

In a more perilous adventure, Mathilda accidentally or intentionally takes Mårten to a point in
time where their presence risks creating a paradox or altering a crucial historical event. They
must work quickly and carefully to correct their mistake or prevent a catastrophe without
revealing their true nature or the existence of time travel. This chapter introduces a sense of
urgency and higher stakes, forcing Mårten to make difficult decisions and understand the
responsibilities that come with Mathilda's immense power, highlighting the delicate balance of
time and causality.

Chapter 10: Farewell and New Beginnings
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After countless adventures, Mårten and Mathilda share a poignant moment of reflection. Mårten
is no longer the shy, solitary boy he once was; he is confident, imaginative, and full of stories.
While their adventures might not be over, this chapter often serves as a culmination of their
journey, emphasizing the deep bond they've formed. Mathilda might reveal a final piece of
wisdom, or they might embark on one last, symbolic ride. The ending suggests that their
friendship and the magic they share will continue, leaving Mårten with a lifetime of memories
and the promise of future wonders.

Themes
• Friendship with animals

• Overcoming loneliness

• Connection to nature

• Courage and empathy

• Misunderstanding and acceptance

Frequently Asked Questions
What is svarte mathilda about?

"Svarte Mathilda" is about a lonely young girl named Mathilda who moves to the countryside and
forms an extraordinary bond with a wild, black horse, also named Mathilda, that is feared by the
local villagers. It explores themes of friendship, understanding, and finding one's place in a new
environment through the girl's courageous efforts to protect and connect with the
misunderstood animal.

Is svarte mathilda worth reading?

Yes, "Svarte Mathilda" is a heartwarming and engaging read, particularly for younger audiences
and anyone who appreciates stories about the bond between humans and animals. It offers
valuable lessons on empathy, courage, and challenging preconceived notions. Its gentle
narrative and strong emotional core make it a memorable and inspiring story.

How does svarte mathilda end?

Spoiler: The story ends with Mathilda successfully protecting the wild black horse from threats
posed by the fearful villagers. Her courage and deep understanding of Svarte Mathilda help to
change the community's perception of the animal. The horse is allowed to live freely, and
Mathilda, no longer lonely, finds her place and a sense of belonging in her new home,
strengthened by her unique friendship.

Who should read svarte mathilda?
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"Svarte Mathilda" is ideal for children aged 8-12, as well as young adults and anyone who enjoys
classic animal stories. Readers who appreciate narratives about courage, empathy, and the
special connection between humans and nature will find this book particularly appealing. It's a
great choice for those seeking a gentle yet powerful tale.

How long does it take to read svarte mathilda?

Given its typical length for a children's novel, "Svarte Mathilda" can generally be read in
approximately 1.5 to 2.5 hours. This estimate is based on an average reading speed of 250 words
per minute, making it a relatively quick and accessible read for its target audience.

Questions & Answers
What is the main theme of "Svarte Mathilda"?

The main theme of "Svarte Mathilda" revolves around bullying, peer pressure, and the courage
to stand up for what is right. It explores the difficult choices a young person faces when
confronted with social injustice and the internal conflict between wanting to fit in and defending
a friend who is an outcast. The book highlights the impact of silence and the transformative
power of empathy and bravery in challenging harmful group dynamics.

Who is the protagonist of the story?

The protagonist of "Svarte Mathilda" is a boy named Erik. He is new to the school and finds
himself caught between the desire to make friends and be accepted by the popular group, and
his growing friendship with Mathilda, who is severely bullied. Erik's journey through the book
focuses on his internal struggle to overcome his fear and find the courage to defend Mathilda
against her tormentors.

Who is Mathilda, and why is she called "Svarte Mathilda"?

Mathilda is a quiet, intelligent, and somewhat eccentric girl who becomes the target of severe
bullying at school. She is called "Svarte Mathilda" (Black Mathilda) by her peers, primarily
because of her dark hair, often dark clothing, and perhaps a perceived mysterious or
melancholic demeanor. This nickname serves to ostracize her further, marking her as different
and an easy target for the bullies.

What kind of challenges does Erik face when he starts at the new school?

When Erik starts at the new school, he faces the common challenges of being an outsider trying
to fit in. He wants to make friends and avoid becoming a target himself. This desire for
acceptance puts him in a difficult position when he befriends Mathilda, who is already an outcast.
He struggles with peer pressure from the popular, bullying group and the internal conflict of
choosing between his own social standing and defending his friend.

How does Mathilda react to the bullying she experiences?
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Mathilda typically reacts to the bullying with silence and withdrawal. She doesn't openly fight
back or complain, which often makes her an easier target for her tormentors. Her quiet
resilience and refusal to give the bullies the satisfaction of a strong emotional reaction can be
seen as a form of strength, but it also isolates her further. Her internal world, however, is rich
and complex, as Erik discovers.

Describe the relationship between Erik and Mathilda.

The relationship between Erik and Mathilda is central to the story. It begins as an unlikely
friendship, with Erik initially hesitant due to Mathilda's outcast status. However, he gradually
comes to appreciate her intelligence, unique perspective, and quiet strength. Their bond
deepens as Erik witnesses the injustice Mathilda faces, leading him to feel a strong sense of
loyalty and a growing desire to protect her, despite the social risks to himself.

Who are the main bullies in the book?

The main bullies in "Svarte Mathilda" are a group of boys, often led by characters like Jocke and
Kenta. They are portrayed as aggressive, manipulative, and deriving pleasure from tormenting
Mathilda. Their actions create a hostile environment at school, and their influence contributes to
the peer pressure Erik experiences, making it difficult for other students to stand up against
them.

What internal conflict does Erik experience throughout the story?

Erik experiences a profound internal conflict between his desire for social acceptance and his
conscience. He wants to fit in with the popular kids and avoid being bullied himself, but he also
feels a growing sense of injustice and loyalty towards Mathilda. He struggles with fear, guilt, and
the moral dilemma of whether to remain silent and complicit or to find the courage to stand up
for his friend, even if it means risking his own social standing.

How does the author portray the dynamics of peer pressure?

Tor Arver portrays peer pressure as a powerful force that can compel individuals to act against
their better judgment or remain silent in the face of injustice. The novel shows how the fear of
ostracism or becoming a target oneself can lead students to either participate in bullying or
passively observe it. Erik's struggle highlights how difficult it is to resist group mentality and the
immense courage required to break away from it.

What role do adults play in addressing the bullying?

In "Svarte Mathilda," adults, particularly teachers, are initially portrayed as somewhat oblivious
or ineffective in addressing the bullying. They often miss the subtle cues or are unable to
intervene effectively, leaving the children to navigate the difficult social dynamics on their own.
This lack of effective adult intervention underscores the children's isolation and the necessity for
them to find their own solutions and courage.
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What is the significance of the title "Svarte Mathilda"?

The title "Svarte Mathilda" is significant because it encapsulates the essence of Mathilda's
identity as perceived by her peers and the central theme of the book. "Svarte" (Black) highlights
her otherness, her dark appearance, and perhaps the negative connotations associated with her
being an outcast. The title serves as a constant reminder of the bullying and the label that
defines her in the eyes of others, making Erik's eventual acceptance and defense of her even
more powerful.

How does Erik's character develop by the end of the book?

By the end of the book, Erik undergoes significant character development. He transforms from a
hesitant, fear-driven newcomer into a courageous and principled individual. He learns to
prioritize his moral compass over social acceptance, finding his voice and standing up for
Mathilda. This journey marks his growth from childhood innocence to a more mature
understanding of friendship, justice, and personal responsibility.

What message does the book convey about standing up for others?

The book conveys a powerful message about the importance of standing up for others, even
when it's difficult or unpopular. It illustrates that silence in the face of injustice is a form of
complicity and that true courage lies in defending those who are vulnerable. "Svarte Mathilda"
encourages readers to challenge bullying, overcome fear, and recognize the profound impact
one individual's actions can have on another's life.

What is a key turning point in Erik's decision to act?

A key turning point in Erik's decision to act occurs when the bullying against Mathilda escalates
to a particularly cruel and public level, making it impossible for him to ignore or rationalize his
inaction any longer. Witnessing Mathilda's deep pain and humiliation, coupled with his own
growing guilt and loyalty, pushes him past his fear of social repercussions. This moment forces
him to confront his conscience and choose to actively intervene.

Spoiler: How does the story resolve the bullying situation?

Spoiler: The story resolves the bullying situation when Erik finally finds the courage to publicly
confront the bullies and defend Mathilda. His decisive action, though initially met with shock,
breaks the cycle of fear and silence. While the bullies might not instantly transform, Erik's stand
empowers Mathilda and inspires other students, shifting the social dynamic. The resolution
emphasizes that one person's courage can make a significant difference, creating a safer
environment and affirming the value of friendship and justice.

What can readers learn about friendship from this book?

Readers can learn that true friendship involves loyalty, empathy, and the courage to support
someone even when it's difficult or unpopular. The book shows that friendship isn't just about
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shared interests but about standing by someone through adversity. Erik's journey demonstrates
that genuine friendship requires selflessness and the willingness to take risks for the well-being
of a friend, ultimately enriching both individuals involved.

How does Mathilda's intelligence or uniqueness contribute to her being targeted?

Mathilda's intelligence and uniqueness contribute to her being targeted because they set her
apart from the norm. Bullies often prey on those who are perceived as different or who don't
conform to social expectations. Her quiet nature and intellectual pursuits might be
misinterpreted as strangeness or arrogance by her peers, making her an easy target for those
who seek to assert dominance through intimidation and ridicule.

What is the setting of the story?

The story is set primarily in a Swedish school environment, focusing on the classrooms,
schoolyard, and surrounding areas where the children interact. The setting is typical of a small
town or suburban school, which makes the bullying dynamics feel relatable and universal. The
confined nature of the school environment intensifies the social pressures and the impact of the
bullying on the characters.

How does the book explore the consequences of silence?

The book powerfully explores the consequences of silence by showing how it enables bullying to
persist and grow. Erik's initial silence, driven by fear, allows Mathilda's torment to continue and
intensifies his own guilt. The silence of other students creates an environment where bullies feel
emboldened and victims feel isolated. The narrative suggests that silence, even passive, is a form
of complicity that perpetuates injustice and harms everyone involved.

What makes "Svarte Mathilda" a relevant story for young readers today?

"Svarte Mathilda" remains highly relevant for young readers today because it addresses timeless
issues of bullying, peer pressure, and the search for identity and courage. In an era where social
dynamics, both online and offline, can be challenging, the book provides a powerful narrative
about empathy, standing up for others, and the importance of individual integrity. It encourages
critical thinking about group behavior and inspires readers to be upstanders rather than
bystanders.


