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Overview
Tor Arver's "Svarte Mathilda" tells the enchanting story of a young girl named Mathilda who
moves with her family to a new, isolated home in the countryside. Feeling lonely and out of place,
Mathilda soon discovers a magnificent, wild black horse that roams the nearby forests. This
horse, also named Mathilda by the locals, is feared and misunderstood by the villagers due to its
untamed nature and powerful presence. Despite the warnings, the girl Mathilda feels an
inexplicable pull towards the horse, recognizing a kindred spirit in its wildness and solitude.

The narrative beautifully explores the burgeoning, unspoken bond between the girl and the
horse. Mathilda, with her patience, empathy, and courage, slowly gains the trust of Svarte
Mathilda, the black horse. Through their secret encounters, the girl learns about the horse's
gentle spirit hidden beneath its fierce exterior, and in turn, finds her own strength and a sense of
belonging. The book delves into themes of friendship, understanding, and the importance of
connecting with nature, as Mathilda navigates the challenges of her new environment and helps
the misunderstood creature find its place.

Key Takeaways
• Empathy and patience can bridge the gap between different beings, even between humans
and wild animals.

• True strength often lies in gentleness and understanding, rather than in dominance or fear.

• Finding a connection with nature can provide solace and a sense of belonging, especially in
new or challenging environments.

• Overcoming fear and trusting one's instincts can lead to profound and unexpected
friendships.

• What is initially perceived as wild or dangerous may simply be misunderstood and in need of
compassion.

• Courage is not the absence of fear, but the willingness to act despite it for something you
believe in.

Chapter Summaries
A New Beginning
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Mathilda and her family move to a remote house in the countryside, leaving behind her old life
and friends. She feels a profound sense of loneliness and isolation in her new surroundings,
struggling to adapt to the quiet, unfamiliar environment and longing for companionship. The
vast, wild landscape initially feels daunting and unwelcoming to the young girl.

The Wild Horse of the Forest

While exploring the woods near her new home, Mathilda catches a glimpse of a magnificent, wild
black horse. The locals speak of this horse, also called Mathilda, with a mix of fear and awe,
describing it as untamable and dangerous. Despite the warnings, Mathilda is captivated by its
beauty and mysterious presence, feeling an immediate, inexplicable connection.

First Encounters

Driven by curiosity and a deep sense of empathy, Mathilda begins to seek out the black horse.
She approaches it cautiously, spending hours observing it from a distance, slowly trying to gain
its trust. These initial encounters are filled with apprehension but also a growing sense of
wonder as she witnesses the horse's raw power and gentle moments.

A Secret Friendship

Over time, Mathilda's persistence and quiet understanding begin to pay off. The wild horse,
Svarte Mathilda, gradually allows the girl to come closer, forming a unique and unspoken bond.
Their meetings become a secret refuge for Mathilda, where she feels truly understood and
connected, finding solace in the company of the majestic animal.

Challenges and Dangers

The growing bond between Mathilda and the horse faces challenges. Locals, still wary of the wild
horse, discuss plans to capture or control it, fearing for their livestock and safety. Mathilda
becomes fiercely protective of her friend, understanding that the horse is not malicious but
simply misunderstood, and she fears for its freedom and well-being.

Mathilda's Courage

When the horse faces a direct threat, Mathilda must summon all her courage to protect it. She
intervenes, using her unique connection and understanding of Svarte Mathilda to demonstrate
its true nature and prevent harm. Her brave actions highlight the depth of their bond and
challenge the villagers' preconceived notions about the wild creature.

Acceptance and Belonging

Through Mathilda's efforts, the black horse is eventually allowed to live freely, and the villagers
begin to see it with new eyes. Mathilda herself finds her place in the new community, no longer
feeling lonely but empowered by her extraordinary friendship. The story concludes with a sense
of harmony between the girl, the horse, and the natural world.
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Themes
• Friendship with animals

• Overcoming loneliness

• Connection to nature

• Courage and empathy

• Misunderstanding and acceptance

Frequently Asked Questions
What is svarte mathilda about?

"Svarte Mathilda" is about a lonely young girl named Mathilda who moves to the countryside and
forms an extraordinary bond with a wild, black horse, also named Mathilda, that is feared by the
local villagers. It explores themes of friendship, understanding, and finding one's place in a new
environment through the girl's courageous efforts to protect and connect with the
misunderstood animal.

Is svarte mathilda worth reading?

Yes, "Svarte Mathilda" is a heartwarming and engaging read, particularly for younger audiences
and anyone who appreciates stories about the bond between humans and animals. It offers
valuable lessons on empathy, courage, and challenging preconceived notions. Its gentle
narrative and strong emotional core make it a memorable and inspiring story.

How does svarte mathilda end?

Spoiler: The story ends with Mathilda successfully protecting the wild black horse from threats
posed by the fearful villagers. Her courage and deep understanding of Svarte Mathilda help to
change the community's perception of the animal. The horse is allowed to live freely, and
Mathilda, no longer lonely, finds her place and a sense of belonging in her new home,
strengthened by her unique friendship.

Who should read svarte mathilda?

"Svarte Mathilda" is ideal for children aged 8-12, as well as young adults and anyone who enjoys
classic animal stories. Readers who appreciate narratives about courage, empathy, and the
special connection between humans and nature will find this book particularly appealing. It's a
great choice for those seeking a gentle yet powerful tale.

How long does it take to read svarte mathilda?

Given its typical length for a children's novel, "Svarte Mathilda" can generally be read in
approximately 1.5 to 2.5 hours. This estimate is based on an average reading speed of 250 words
per minute, making it a relatively quick and accessible read for its target audience.


