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Overview
Patrice Aggs's "Shirley Chisholm" introduces young readers to the inspiring life and
groundbreaking achievements of Shirley Chisholm, a pivotal figure in American politics. The
book chronicles Chisholm's journey from her childhood in Brooklyn, New York, to becoming the
first Black woman elected to the U.S. Congress and the first Black woman to seek a major party's
nomination for President of the United States. It highlights her unwavering commitment to social
justice, equality, and representing the marginalized voices of her community.

The narrative emphasizes Chisholm's courage, resilience, and her famous "unbought and
unbossed" philosophy, which guided her political career. It portrays her as a trailblazer who
consistently challenged the status quo, advocating for education, women's rights, and civil
rights. The book aims to inspire children by showcasing how one determined individual can
overcome significant barriers and make a profound impact on society, leaving a legacy of
empowerment and progress for future generations.

Key Takeaways
• Always speak up for what you believe is right, even when it is difficult or unpopular.

• Challenge existing norms and systems if they are unfair or exclude certain groups.

• Education and community involvement are powerful tools for creating positive change.

• Perseverance is key to achieving your goals, especially when facing obstacles.

• True leadership means representing the voices of those who are often unheard.

• Be 'unbought and unbossed' by staying true to your principles and convictions.

• Your background does not define your potential to make a significant impact.

Chapter Summaries
A Girl from Brooklyn

This section introduces Shirley Chisholm's early life in Brooklyn, New York, and her time spent in
Barbados with her grandmother. It explores the foundational experiences that shaped her
strong sense of identity and justice. The narrative highlights the importance of her family and
community in instilling values of hard work, education, and speaking up for oneself, laying the
groundwork for her future activism and political career.
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Finding Her Voice

Shirley's educational journey and early career are detailed, focusing on her studies and her work
as an educator and director of a day care center. This period shows her growing awareness of
social inequalities and her passion for community service. She begins to actively engage in local
politics and advocacy, realizing the power of collective action and the need for dedicated
representation to address systemic issues affecting her community.

Stepping into Politics

This chapter covers Chisholm's initial foray into formal politics, including her successful
campaign for the New York State Assembly. It illustrates the challenges she faced as a Black
woman entering a predominantly white, male political arena and how she overcame them with
determination and a clear vision. Her early legislative efforts focused on improving education
and advocating for the rights of women and minorities.

Making History in Congress

The book describes Chisholm's groundbreaking election to the U.S. House of Representatives in
1968, making her the first Black woman to serve in Congress. It highlights her immediate impact,
her refusal to be silenced, and her commitment to her constituents. She championed legislation
for education, food stamps, and against the Vietnam War, embodying her "unbought and
unbossed" spirit in Washington.

The Presidential Trailblazer

This section focuses on Shirley Chisholm's historic 1972 presidential campaign, where she
became the first Black woman to seek a major party's nomination. It details her courageous
decision to run, the obstacles she faced, and her powerful message of hope and change. Despite
not winning, her campaign inspired countless individuals and demonstrated the possibility of a
woman and a Black person running for the highest office.

A Lasting Legacy

The final chapter reflects on Shirley Chisholm's enduring impact and legacy after her time in
Congress. It discusses her continued advocacy for civil rights, women's rights, and education,
and how her pioneering efforts paved the way for future generations of diverse leaders. Her life
story serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of fighting for justice and believing in
one's ability to create a better world.

Themes
• Civil Rights

• Political Activism

• Gender Equality
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• Perseverance

• Representation

Notable Quotes
• "I am an unbought and unbossed woman." — This phrase encapsulates Shirley Chisholm's
independent spirit and her refusal to compromise her principles for political gain, a central
theme throughout her career and highlighted in the book.

• "If they don't give you a seat at the table, bring a folding chair." — This quote reflects
Chisholm's proactive approach to overcoming exclusion and demanding her place in spaces
where she was initially unwelcome, inspiring readers to create their own opportunities.

• "You don't make progress by standing on the sidelines, whimpering and complaining. You
make progress by implementing ideas." — This emphasizes Chisholm's belief in active
participation and practical action over passive observation, encouraging readers to be agents
of change.

• "My greatest political asset, which professional politicians fear, is my mouth." — This quote
highlights Chisholm's powerful and outspoken nature, which she used effectively to challenge
the status quo and advocate for her beliefs, often to the discomfort of her opponents.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is Shirley Chisholm about?

"Shirley Chisholm" by Patrice Aggs is a children's biography that tells the story of Shirley
Chisholm, the first Black woman elected to the U.S. Congress and the first Black woman to seek a
major party's nomination for president. The book highlights her journey from childhood to
becoming a political trailblazer, emphasizing her courage, determination, and commitment to
fighting for justice and equality for all.

Is Shirley Chisholm worth reading?

Yes, "Shirley Chisholm" is highly recommended, especially for young readers. It offers an
accessible and inspiring introduction to a crucial figure in American history, teaching valuable
lessons about perseverance, speaking up for what is right, and breaking barriers. The book's
engaging narrative and illustrations make it an excellent resource for understanding civil rights
and political activism.

How does Shirley Chisholm end?

Spoiler: The book concludes by reflecting on Shirley Chisholm's lasting legacy, emphasizing how
her pioneering efforts paved the way for future generations of diverse leaders. It highlights her
continued advocacy for civil rights and women's rights after leaving Congress, cementing her
status as an enduring symbol of courage and empowerment who inspired many to pursue social
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and political change.

Who should read Shirley Chisholm?

This book is ideal for children aged 4-8, as well as parents, educators, and anyone looking for an
engaging and simplified introduction to Shirley Chisholm's life and impact. It's particularly
valuable for those interested in stories of strong female leaders, civil rights history, and the
importance of representation in politics.

How long does it take to read Shirley Chisholm?

Given its format as a children's picture book, "Shirley Chisholm" by Patrice Aggs can typically be
read in about 15-25 minutes. The concise text and engaging illustrations make it a quick and
enjoyable read, perfect for a bedtime story or a short educational session.


