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Overview

Our Pasts III by NCERT is a comprehensive history textbook designed for Class 8 students in
India, focusing on the modern period of Indian history, primarily from the 18th century up to
India's independence in 1947. The book meticulously traces the advent and expansion of British
colonial rule, detailing how the East India Company transformed from a trading entity into a
dominant political power. It explores the profound impact of British policies on various facets of
Indian life, including its economy, administration, society, and culture, highlighting the
systematic exploitation and restructuring that occurred under colonial governance.

The textbook delves into the diverse responses of the Indian populace to foreign rule, covering
significant peasant and tribal uprisings, the pivotal Revolt of 1857, and the subsequent
emergence and evolution of Indian nationalism. It examines the intellectual and social reform
movements that sought to address internal societal issues while also contributing to the growing
anti-colonial sentiment. By presenting a balanced narrative, "Our Pasts III" aims to equip
students with a critical understanding of the forces that shaped modern India, emphasizing the
complexities of the freedom struggle and the foundational events leading to the birth of the
Indian nation. It serves as a crucial educational resource, fostering an informed perspective on
India's colonial past and its enduring legacies.

Key Takeaways

* The British East India Company's expansion was a gradual process of consolidating
economic and political power through military conquest and diplomatic maneuvering.

* Colonial land revenue policies drastically altered traditional agrarian structures, leading to
widespread peasant impoverishment and revolts.

* The Revolt of 1857 was a significant turning point, challenging British authority and leading
to direct rule by the British Crown.

* British educational and social policies, while introducing modern ideas, often aimed at
creating a class of Indians loyal to the colonial administration.

* Indian nationalism emerged as a powerful force, uniting diverse groups against colonial
exploitation and culminating in the struggle for independence.

* The freedom struggle was multifaceted, involving both non-violent civil disobedience and
revolutionary movements, led by various prominent figures.
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* Understanding the colonial past is essential for comprehending the historical roots of
contemporary socio-economic and political issues in India.

Chapter Summaries
How, When and Where

This chapter introduces the study of history, emphasizing the significance of dates and the
process of periodisation. It critically examines James Mill's periodisation of Indian history into
Hindu, Muslim, and British periods, highlighting its Eurocentric bias and the need for a more
nuanced understanding. The chapter discusses various sources historians use, such as official
records, administrative reports, surveys (like botanical, zoological, archaeological,
anthropological, and forest surveys), and census data. It explains how these sources provide
insights into colonial administration, economic practices, and social structures, while also
acknowledging their limitations in representing the voices of ordinary people. The chapter sets
the stage for understanding the colonial period in India.

From Trade to Territory - The Company Establishes Power

This chapter details the East India Company's transformation from a trading entity to a territorial
power. It begins with the arrival of European trading companies and their competition for
dominance. Key events include the Battle of Plassey (1757), where Robert Clive's forces defeated
Siraj-ud-daulah, marking the beginning of British political control. The Battle of Buxar (1764)
further solidified the Company's power, leading to the grant of Diwani rights in Bengal. The
chapter explains the Company's expansionist policies through methods like the 'subsidiary
alliance' (introduced by Lord Wellesley), which disarmed Indian rulers and placed them under
British protection, and the 'Doctrine of Lapse' (introduced by Lord Dalhousie), which annexed
states where rulers died without a natural male heir, such as Satara, Sambalpur, Udaipur,
Nagpur, and Jhansi. It also covers the Anglo-Maratha Wars and the Anglo-Mysore Wars,
illustrating how the Company gradually annexed vast territories.

Ruling the Countryside

This chapter explores how the British administered the rural areas and extracted revenue. It
introduces the major land revenue systems implemented by the East India Company. The
Permanent Settlement (1793), introduced by Lord Cornwallis in Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa, fixed
the revenue payable by zamindars, often leading to their exploitation of peasants and loss of
land for many. The Mahalwari Settlement (introduced by Holt Mackenzie and Robert Martindale)
in the North-Western Provinces involved revenue collection from villages (mahals). The Ryotwari
System (introduced by Thomas Munro and Alexander Read) in Madras and Bombay Presidencies
directly collected revenue from cultivators (ryots). The chapter discusses the devastating impact
of these systems on Indian peasants, leading to indebtedness and famines. It also covers the
commercialisation of agriculture, particularly the forced cultivation of cash crops like indigo and
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opium, and the resulting Indigo Rebellion (1859).
Tribals, Dikus and the Vision of a Golden Age

This chapter examines the lives of tribal communities in India and the impact of colonial rule on
them. It describes traditional tribal societies, their reliance on forests for livelihood, and practices
like shifting cultivation (jhum cultivation). The British introduced new forest laws, declaring
forests as state property and reserving many for timber production, which severely disrupted
tribal ways of life and restricted their access to forest resources. This led to tribals being labeled
as 'dikus' (outsiders) and their exploitation by moneylenders, traders, and missionaries. The
chapter highlights various tribal revolts against colonial policies, most notably the Munda
Rebellion led by Birsa Munda in the late 19th century, who envisioned a 'golden age' free from
dikus and British oppression. It also mentions other movements like the Santhal Rebellion and
the Koya revolts.

When People Rebel - 1857 and After

This chapter details the causes, course, and consequences of the Revolt of 1857, often termed
the First War of Independence. It discusses the various grievances that fueled the rebellion,
including economic exploitation, social reforms (like the abolition of Sati and widow remarriage),
religious interference (greased cartridges incident), and political annexations (Doctrine of Lapse).
The revolt began in Meerut and spread rapidly across North and Central India, with key leaders
like Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi, Nana Saheb, Tantia Tope, Begum Hazrat Mahal of Awadh, and
Bahadur Shah Zafar. The chapter describes the fierce fighting and the eventual suppression of
the revolt by the British. It concludes by outlining the significant changes in British policy after
1857, including the transfer of power from the East India Company to the British Crown,
reorganization of the army, and a more cautious approach to religious and social matters.

Colonialism and the City

This chapter explores the impact of colonialism on urban development in India. It discusses how
existing Indian cities like Murshidabad, Seringapatam, and Surat declined as centers of power
and trade shifted. Simultaneously, new colonial cities like Calcutta (Kolkata), Bombay (Mumbai),
and Madras (Chennai) emerged as administrative, commercial, and port cities. These cities were
characterized by distinct European quarters (civil lines) and native quarters, reflecting racial
segregation. The chapter describes the development of cantonments for soldiers, the
construction of grand public buildings in European architectural styles (e.g., Victoria Memorial,
Gateway of India), and the establishment of municipal corporations. It also touches upon the
challenges faced by Indian inhabitants, including overcrowding, poor sanitation, and the loss of
traditional livelihoods, as the British reshaped urban spaces to serve their administrative and
economic interests.

Weavers, Iron Smelters and Factory Owners
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This chapter examines the state of Indian industries, particularly textiles and iron smelting,
under British rule. It highlights the decline of India's once-flourishing textile industry due to
competition from machine-made British textiles, which flooded the Indian market. This led to the
impoverishment of millions of Indian weavers (like the Tanti weavers) and the collapse of
traditional weaving centers. The chapter also discusses the indigenous iron smelting industry,
which suffered due to new forest laws and competition from imported British iron. It then traces
the emergence of modern industries in India, focusing on the establishment of the Tata Iron and
Steel Company (TISCO) in Jamshedpur in 1907 by J.N. Tata, a landmark event in India's
industrialization. The chapter illustrates how colonial policies hindered indigenous industrial
growth while creating opportunities for certain Indian entrepreneurs.

Civilising the "Native", Educating the Nation

This chapter delves into British educational policies in India and their aims to "civilise" the
"natives." It discusses the early debates between Orientalists (who advocated for the promotion
of Indian languages and traditional learning, like William Jones and Henry Thomas Colebrooke)
and Anglicists (who favored Western education through English medium, like Thomas Babington
Macaulay). Macaulay's Minute of 1835 became influential, advocating for English education to
create a class of Indians who would be "Indian in blood and colour, but English in taste, in
opinions, in morals, and in intellect." Wood's Despatch of 1854 further solidified this policy,
recommending the establishment of universities and a graded system of education. The chapter
also touches upon the impact of these policies on traditional Indian education systems
(pathshalas and madrasas) and the efforts of Indian reformers like Mahatma Gandhi and
Rabindranath Tagore to promote alternative educational models.

Women, Caste and Reform

This chapter explores the social reform movements in 19th and early 20th century India,
focusing on issues related to women and caste. It discusses the efforts to abolish practices like
Sati (led by Raja Rammohun Roy, culminating in its ban in 1829) and promote widow remarriage
(championed by Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, leading to the Widow Remarriage Act of 1856). The
chapter also addresses child marriage and the struggles for women's education and rights,
mentioning figures like Pandita Ramabai and Tarabai Shinde. Furthermore, it examines the
challenges posed by the rigid caste system and the movements against untouchability and caste
discrimination. Key reformers like Jyotirao Phule (founder of the Satyashodhak Samaj) and E.V.
Ramaswamy Naicker (Periyar) are highlighted for their work in advocating for the rights of lower
castes and challenging Brahmanical dominance.

The Changing World of Arts

This chapter examines the transformations in art and culture during the colonial period. It
discusses the emergence of new architectural styles, such as the Neo-Classical and Gothic
Revival, seen in public buildings in cities like Calcutta and Bombay, and the later Indo-Saracenic
style. The chapter explores changes in painting, including the rise of "Company painting"
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(paintings commissioned by the British, often depicting Indian life and landscapes in a European
style) and the introduction of oil painting. It also covers the advent of photography and its impact
on visual representation. The spread of print culture, through the establishment of printing
presses, facilitated the dissemination of books, newspapers, and journals, leading to new literary
forms and public discourse. The chapter illustrates how Indian artists adapted to new techniques
and patrons, while also developing nationalist art forms.

The Making of the National Movement: 1870s-1947

This chapter chronicles the emergence and evolution of the Indian national movement from the
late 19th century to independence. It discusses the formation of early political associations and
the Indian National Congress (1885), highlighting the demands of early nationalists. Key events
include the Partition of Bengal (1905) and the subsequent Swadeshi Movement, which fostered a
sense of national unity. The chapter then focuses on the advent of Mahatma Gandhi and his
leadership, introducing his methods of non-violent resistance (Satyagraha) through movements
like the Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-22), the Civil Disobedience Movement (1930-34)
including the Dandi March, and the Quit India Movement (1942). It also covers the role of other
leaders, revolutionary nationalism, the Muslim League's demand for Pakistan, and the eventual
partition of India in 1947, leading to independence.

India After Independence

This final chapter addresses the immediate challenges and developments in India
post-independence. It discusses the monumental tasks of rehabilitating refugees displaced by
Partition, integrating over 500 princely states into the Indian Union (led by Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel), and drafting the Constitution (under Dr. B.R. Ambedkar). The chapter highlights the early
economic planning, including the establishment of the Planning Commission and the
implementation of Five-Year Plans to build a modern industrial base and alleviate poverty. It also
covers India's foreign policy of non-alignment during the Cold War, championed by Jawaharlal
Nehru. The reorganization of states on linguistic lines (e.g., Andhra Pradesh) and the challenges
of ensuring unity in diversity are also discussed. The chapter concludes by reflecting on India's
journey as a democratic nation and its progress in various fields.

Themes

* Colonial exploitation

* Nationalism and resistance
* Social reform

* Economic transformation

* Cultural impact

+ Identity formation
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Frequently Asked Questions
What is Our pasts III about?

"Our Pasts III" is a history textbook by NCERT for Class 8 students in India. It covers modern
Indian history from the 18th century to India's independence in 1947, focusing on British colonial
rule, its impact on Indian society and economy, and the rise of the Indian national movement.

Is Our pasts III worth reading?

Yes, "Our Pasts III" is highly worth reading for anyone interested in a foundational
understanding of modern Indian history, especially from an Indian pedagogical perspective. It
provides a structured and accessible overview of the colonial period and the freedom struggle,
crucial for students and general readers alike.

Who should read Our pasts III?

This book is primarily intended for Class 8 students in India as part of their history curriculum.
However, it is also highly beneficial for anyone seeking a concise and authoritative introduction
to modern Indian history, including competitive exam aspirants, educators, and general readers
interested in the subject.

How long does it take to read Our pasts III?

Reading "Our Pasts III" thoroughly, including understanding the concepts and reviewing the
provided exercises, would typically take around 5 to 7 hours. A quick read-through might be
shorter, but for effective learning, dedicating sufficient time is recommended.

Questions & Answers
What period of Indian history does "Our Pasts III" primarily cover?

"Our Pasts III" primarily covers the period of Indian history from the 18th century up to India's
independence in 1947. It delves into the establishment and expansion of British colonial rule, the
various socio-economic and political changes it brought, the rise of nationalist movements, and
the eventual struggle for freedom. The book provides a comprehensive overview of how India
transformed under colonial administration and the efforts made by Indians to regain their
sovereignty.

How did the British East India Company establish its political dominance in India?

The British East India Company established its dominance through a combination of military
victories, diplomatic maneuvers, and economic exploitation. Key battles like Plassey (1757) and
Buxar (1764) were crucial. They exploited internal rivalries among Indian rulers, introduced
subsidiary alliances, and later annexed territories directly. Their superior military technology,
disciplined army, and strategic alliances allowed them to gradually dismantle existing Indian
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powers and consolidate their control over vast regions.
What were the major impacts of British land revenue policies on Indian peasants?

British land revenue policies, such as the Permanent Settlement, Mahalwari, and Ryotwari
systems, had devastating impacts on Indian peasants. These policies often fixed high revenue
demands, which peasants struggled to pay, especially during droughts or famines. Many lost
their land to moneylenders or zamindars, leading to widespread indebtedness and
impoverishment. The commercialization of agriculture, driven by British demand for cash crops,
further disrupted traditional farming practices and food security, pushing many into destitution.

Describe the main causes and consequences of the Revolt of 1857.

The Revolt of 1857, often called the First War of Independence, stemmed from various
grievances: economic exploitation, religious insensitivity (e.g., greased cartridges), political
annexations, and social reforms. Its consequences were profound. The British Crown took direct
control from the East India Company, ending Company rule. It led to administrative
reorganization, increased racial segregation, and a more cautious approach to religious matters.
While suppressed, it sowed the seeds of modern Indian nationalism and highlighted the need for
unity against foreign rule.

What was the 'drain of wealth' theory, and who popularized it?

The 'drain of wealth' theory argued that Britain was systematically extracting India's resources
and wealth without adequate economic returns, leading to India's impoverishment. This
included salaries of British officials, military expenses, profits from trade, and interest on loans.
Dadabhai Naoroji, through his book "Poverty and Un-British Rule in India," was instrumental in
popularizing this theory, demonstrating how colonial policies were siphoning off India's capital,
hindering its industrial development, and contributing to its economic backwardness.

How did the British administrative structure change after the Revolt of 1857?

Following the Revolt of 1857, the British Parliament passed the Government of India Act of 1858,
transferring power from the East India Company to the British Crown. A Secretary of State for
India was appointed in Britain, assisted by an India Council. In India, the Governor-General
became the Viceroy, representing the British monarch. The army was reorganized to include
more European soldiers, and policies were implemented to ensure greater control and prevent
future rebellions, including a more cautious approach to annexations.

Who were some prominent social reformers in 19th-century India and what issues did they
address?

Prominent 19th-century social reformers included Raja Rammohan Roy, who campaigned
against Sati and advocated for women's education. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar championed
widow remarriage and girls' education. Jyotirao Phule worked for the upliftment of lower castes
and established schools for girls and Dalits. These reformers challenged orthodox practices,
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advocated for human rights, and laid the groundwork for a more equitable society, often facing
significant opposition from traditionalists.

What was the significance of Mahatma Gandhi's arrival in India in 1915?

Mahatma Gandhi's return to India in 1915, after his successful non-violent struggles in South
Africa, marked a turning point in the nationalist movement. He introduced the method of
Satyagraha (truth-force), which involved non-violent civil disobedience. His leadership
transformed the movement from an elite-driven one to a mass movement, drawing in peasants,
workers, and women. His simple lifestyle and emphasis on self-reliance resonated with ordinary
Indians, giving the struggle a new direction and moral authority.

Explain the impact of colonial forest laws on tribal communities in India.

Colonial forest laws severely impacted tribal communities, who traditionally depended on forests
for their livelihood. The British declared forests as state property, restricting tribal access for
grazing, hunting, and collecting forest produce. This disrupted their traditional way of life,
forcing many to migrate in search of work or face exploitation by contractors. These laws led to
numerous tribal revolts, as communities resisted the loss of their customary rights and the
imposition of external control over their ancestral lands.

What were the main reasons for the partition of India in 1947?

Spoiler: The partition of India in 1947 was a complex outcome of several factors. Growing
communal tensions between Hindus and Muslims, fueled by political rhetoric and separate
electorates, played a significant role. The Muslim League's demand for a separate Muslim state
(Pakistan) gained momentum. British policy, particularly the 'divide and rule' strategy,
exacerbated divisions. The inability of political leaders to agree on a unified structure for
independent India, coupled with widespread communal violence, ultimately led to the tragic
decision to partition the subcontinent.

How did industrialization in Britain affect Indian industries?

Industrialization in Britain had a devastating impact on Indian industries, particularly textiles.
British machine-made goods, produced cheaply, flooded the Indian market, outcompeting
traditional Indian handicrafts. The British also imposed high tariffs on Indian textiles entering
Britain, while allowing British goods into India with minimal duties. This led to the decline of
Indian artisans, de-industrialization, and forced India to become a supplier of raw materials for
British factories and a market for their finished products, hindering India's own industrial
growth.

What was the role of women in the Indian nationalist movement?

Women played a crucial and active role in the Indian nationalist movement, moving beyond
traditional domestic spheres. They participated in protests, picketing liquor shops and foreign
cloth stores, and joined civil disobedience movements like the Dandi March. Many faced
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imprisonment and violence. Leaders like Sarojini Naidu and Annie Besant inspired thousands.
Their participation not only strengthened the movement but also contributed to their own
empowerment and the demand for equal rights in independent India.

What does the title "Our Pasts III" signify?

The title "Our Pasts III" signifies that history is not a singular, monolithic narrative but comprises
multiple perspectives and experiences. The plural "Pasts" suggests acknowledging the diverse
histories of different groups—rulers and ruled, men and women, rich and poor, various
communities and regions—during the colonial period. The Roman numeral "III" indicates it's the
third in a series, building upon earlier historical periods, focusing specifically on the modern
period of Indian history.

What challenges did independent India face immediately after 1947?

Spoiler: Independent India faced immense challenges immediately after 1947. The most pressing
was the partition, which led to widespread communal violence, mass migrations, and refugee
crises on an unprecedented scale. Integrating princely states into the Indian Union was another
complex task. Economically, the country faced poverty, food shortages, and industrial
backwardness. Politically, establishing a democratic framework, drafting a constitution, and
ensuring national unity amidst diverse linguistic and regional demands were critical priorities.

How did the British manage to control such a vast country like India with a relatively small
number of personnel?

The British managed to control India through a combination of military strength, administrative
efficiency, and strategic exploitation of internal divisions. They built a powerful army, largely
composed of Indian sepoys but led by British officers. They established a centralized
administrative system, including a civil service and judiciary. Crucially, they employed a 'divide
and rule' policy, exacerbating religious and social differences, and often relied on the
cooperation of local rulers and elites, making it easier to maintain control.

What were the key features of the Non-Cooperation Movement launched by Mahatma
Gandhi?

The Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-22) was a mass movement led by Mahatma Gandhi
aimed at resisting British rule through non-violent means. Key features included boycotting
British goods, institutions (schools, colleges, courts), and elections. Indians were encouraged to
surrender titles and honors, and promote Swadeshi (indigenous goods). The movement sought
to achieve Swaraj (self-rule) and saw unprecedented participation from various sections of
society, demonstrating the power of collective non-violent action against colonial authority.

What was the significance of the Dandi March (Salt March)?

The Dandi March, or Salt March, in 1930, was a pivotal act of civil disobedience led by Mahatma
Gandhi against the British salt tax. The tax affected every Indian, making salt a powerful symbol
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of colonial oppression. Gandhi and his followers marched over 240 miles to Dandi, where they
illegally produced salt from seawater. This act galvanized the nation, inspiring widespread
defiance of British laws, drawing international attention to India's struggle, and marking a
significant escalation in the fight for independence.

How did the British attempt to reform Indian society, and what was the Indian response?

The British introduced reforms aimed at 'civilizing' India, such as abolishing Sati, promoting
widow remarriage, and introducing Western education. While some reforms, like the abolition of
Sati, were supported by Indian reformers, others were viewed with suspicion as interference in
religious and social customs. The introduction of Western education was seen by some as an
attempt to create a class of Indians loyal to British rule. This often led to a complex mix of
acceptance, adaptation, and strong resistance, contributing to nationalist sentiments.

What role did the Indian National Congress play in the freedom struggle?

The Indian National Congress, founded in 1885, played a central role in the freedom struggle.
Initially, it comprised moderate leaders who sought reforms through petitions and constitutional
means. Later, under leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, it transformed into a mass movement,
advocating for complete independence through non-violent civil disobedience. It united diverse
sections of Indian society, articulated nationalist aspirations, and provided a platform for
organized resistance against British rule, ultimately leading India to independence.

What was the impact of the Permanent Settlement on zamindars and peasants?

The Permanent Settlement (1793) fixed the land revenue payable by zamindars to the Company
permanently. While it initially secured a stable revenue for the British, it had mixed impacts. For
zamindars, it granted them proprietary rights over land, but many struggled to pay the fixed
revenue, leading to the sale of their estates. For peasants, it meant they were at the mercy of
zamindars, who often demanded high rents and had the power to evict them, leading to
increased exploitation and insecurity.
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