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Overview
OpenStax is not a single fictional book, but rather a non-profit educational initiative based at Rice
University. Its primary mission is to provide free, peer-reviewed, open educational resources
(OER), primarily textbooks, to students and educators worldwide. By offering high-quality, openly
licensed materials, OpenStax aims to make education more accessible and affordable,
addressing the rising costs of traditional textbooks.

The initiative covers a wide range of subjects, from science and mathematics to humanities and
social sciences, catering mainly to college-level and Advanced Placement (AP) courses. Its
resources are developed by subject matter experts, peer-reviewed, and regularly updated,
ensuring academic rigor and relevance. OpenStax has significantly impacted the educational
landscape by saving millions of students billions of dollars in textbook costs, fostering a more
equitable and open learning environment.

Key Takeaways
• Utilize OpenStax textbooks to significantly reduce or eliminate textbook costs for college
and AP courses.

• Be aware that OpenStax resources are peer-reviewed and developed by experts, ensuring
academic quality.

• Explore the wide range of subjects offered by OpenStax, from STEM to humanities, to find
relevant materials.

• Recognize that OpenStax provides not just textbooks, but also supplementary resources for
both students and instructors.

• Support the open education movement by advocating for and using OER like those provided
by OpenStax.

• Remember that OpenStax materials are openly licensed, allowing for legal adaptation and
redistribution for non-commercial purposes.

Chapter Summaries
Science Textbooks

This section encompasses a broad array of scientific disciplines, including biology, chemistry,
physics, and astronomy. OpenStax provides comprehensive textbooks designed for introductory
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college courses, featuring detailed explanations, illustrations, and practice problems to support
student learning in fundamental scientific principles.

Mathematics Textbooks

Covering subjects from pre-algebra and college algebra to calculus and statistics, the
mathematics collection offers rigorously developed texts. These resources aim to build strong
foundational skills and conceptual understanding, essential for students pursuing STEM fields or
needing quantitative literacy.

Social Sciences Textbooks

OpenStax offers textbooks in fields such as sociology, psychology, economics, and political
science. These resources provide students with insights into human behavior, societal structures,
economic principles, and governmental systems, fostering critical thinking about the world
around them.

Humanities Textbooks

This category includes texts for subjects like U.S. history, world history, and art history. These
books delve into cultural, historical, and artistic developments, helping students understand the
complexities of human civilization and the evolution of thought and expression over time.

Business Textbooks

Designed for business students, this collection features textbooks on topics such as principles of
accounting, business law, and organizational behavior. They provide essential knowledge and
practical frameworks for understanding the dynamics of commerce and management.

College Success Resources

Beyond core academic subjects, OpenStax also provides resources aimed at helping students
navigate the challenges of higher education. These materials offer guidance on study skills, time
management, and other strategies crucial for academic achievement and personal development
in college.

Themes
• Educational Access

• Affordable Learning

• Open Pedagogy

• Student Success

• Knowledge Equity

Frequently Asked Questions
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What is OpenStax about?

OpenStax is a non-profit initiative by Rice University that provides free, peer-reviewed, openly
licensed textbooks and educational resources. Its core mission is to improve access to education
by making high-quality learning materials affordable for all students and educators globally.

Is OpenStax worth using?

Yes, OpenStax is highly valuable. Its textbooks are academically rigorous, peer-reviewed, and
developed by subject matter experts. They offer a cost-effective, high-quality alternative to
expensive traditional textbooks, making education more accessible and equitable for millions of
students.

How does OpenStax end?

Spoiler: OpenStax is an ongoing educational initiative, not a narrative book with an ending. Its
mission continues as long as there is a need for affordable, high-quality educational resources,
constantly adapting and expanding its library of free textbooks.

Who should use OpenStax resources?

OpenStax resources are ideal for college students, high school students taking AP courses, and
educators seeking high-quality, free textbooks. Lifelong learners and anyone interested in
self-study can also benefit from their comprehensive and accessible materials.

How long does it take to read OpenStax?

OpenStax is a publisher of numerous textbooks across various subjects, not a single book. The
reading time depends entirely on which specific textbook or resources one chooses to engage
with, as each book varies in length and complexity.


