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Overview
Mistborn: The Alloy of Law is a fantasy novel by Brandon Sanderson, set in the same world as his
original Mistborn trilogy but centuries later. The story follows Waxillium Ladrian, a nobleman
who has spent years as a lawman in the rough frontier lands of the Roughs. Called back to the
city of Elendel to assume his family's title and responsibilities, Wax is thrust into a mystery
involving a series of kidnappings and robberies that seem connected to a secret organization.
Alongside his old friend Wayne, a witty and eccentric marksman, and Marasi, a young woman
with her own ambitions, Wax must use his Allomantic and Feruchemical abilities to uncover a
plot that threatens the fragile peace of the city.

The novel blends Western tropes with Sanderson's signature magic system, where individuals
can ingest and burn metals to gain supernatural powers. Wax is a Twinborn, able to use both
Allomancy (pushing and pulling on metals) and Feruchemy (storing attributes in metals). The plot
is a fast-paced adventure that explores themes of justice, duty, and the tension between
civilization and the frontier. The book also introduces a new era of technology, with trains, guns,
and electricity beginning to reshape society, creating a unique "flintlock fantasy" or "steampunk"
feel.

The Alloy of Law serves as a bridge between the original trilogy and the later Wax and Wayne
series, expanding the world and its magic while delivering a self-contained story. It is significant
for its inventive world-building, memorable characters, and the way it reinvents the Mistborn
saga for a new generation of readers. The novel's success led to a full sequel series, cementing
Sanderson's reputation as a master of epic fantasy.

Key Takeaways
• The magic system of Allomancy and Feruchemy is deeply integrated into the plot, with
characters using metals in creative ways to solve problems and fight enemies.

• The setting is a blend of Western and Victorian-era elements, creating a unique atmosphere
where lawmen, trains, and industrialization coexist with supernatural powers.

• Wax's internal conflict between his duty as a nobleman and his desire to remain a lawman
drives the character arc and the story's central tension.

• The novel explores the idea that progress and technology do not erase old conflicts, but
rather transform them into new forms.
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• The partnership between Wax and Wayne is a highlight, showcasing a dynamic of
contrasting personalities that leads to both humor and effective teamwork.

• The plot is structured as a mystery, with clues and red herrings that keep the reader
engaged until the final reveal.

• The book demonstrates Sanderson's skill at crafting satisfying action sequences that are
both thrilling and logically consistent with the magic system.

Chapter Summaries
Part One: The Lawman

Waxillium Ladrian is introduced as a lawman in the Roughs, where he confronts a dangerous
criminal. He receives news that his uncle has died, making him the head of his noble house. He
returns to Elendel to take up his responsibilities, leaving behind his life as a lawman. The city is a
bustling metropolis with new technology, and Wax feels out of place. He is reunited with his old
friend Wayne, who has come to the city as well. Wax's first night in the city is disrupted by a
robbery at a local ball, where he encounters Marasi, a young woman who is a student of law. The
robbery is orchestrated by a mysterious figure, setting the stage for the central conflict.

Part Two: The Kidnapping

Wax learns that the robbery was a distraction for a larger plot: the kidnapping of several
prominent noblemen's daughters. He is asked to help investigate, despite his reluctance. He
teams up with Wayne and Marasi, who proves to be resourceful. They discover that the
kidnappings are connected to a group called the Vanishers, who use Allomancy to commit
crimes. Wax's own past as a lawman gives him insight into the criminal underworld. The
investigation leads them to a warehouse, where they find clues about the Vanishers' methods.
The group is using a combination of Allomancy and Feruchemy to pull off their crimes, which is
unusual and concerning.

Part Three: The Investigation

Wax, Wayne, and Marasi continue to investigate the Vanishers. They learn that the kidnappings
are part of a larger scheme to steal from the wealthy. Wax is torn between his duties as a
nobleman and his desire to pursue the case. He also deals with his engagement to a woman he
doesn't love, arranged by his family. Marasi begins to develop feelings for Wax, but she is also
determined to prove herself as a capable law enforcer. The trio discovers that the Vanishers are
using a hidden base, possibly on a boat. They also encounter a mysterious woman who seems to
be connected to the Vanishers, but she escapes. The investigation becomes more dangerous as
they get closer to the truth.

Part Four: The Vanishers
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Wax and his team track the Vanishers to their hideout, a large ship that can travel through the
canals. They infiltrate the ship and confront the leader, a man named Miles Dagouter, who is a
Twinborn with incredible healing abilities. Miles reveals that he is a former lawman who has
turned to crime to fund a rebellion against the corrupt government. Wax and Miles engage in a
brutal fight, with Wax using his Allomancy to push and pull on metals. Wayne and Marasi work to
free the kidnapped women. The battle is intense, and Wax is forced to use his Feruchemical
abilities to survive. In the end, Miles is defeated and captured, but not before revealing that there
is a larger conspiracy at play.

Part Five: The Aftermath

The aftermath of the battle sees Wax hailed as a hero, but he is troubled by the implications of
Miles's words. He learns that the Vanishers were funded by a secret organization known as the
Set, which has ties to the government. Wax is also confronted with the reality of his engagement
and his responsibilities as a nobleman. He decides to break off the engagement, choosing to
follow his own path. Marasi is offered a position in the constabulary, and Wayne remains by
Wax's side. The novel ends with Wax accepting his new role, but also vowing to continue fighting
for justice. The final scene hints at the larger conflict to come, as the Set's plans are only
beginning.

Themes
• Justice and law

• Tradition vs. progress

• Duty vs. personal desire

• Corruption and power

• Friendship and loyalty

Notable Quotes
• "I am the law." — Wax says this to a criminal in the Roughs, establishing his identity as a
lawman.

• "You're a fool, Wax. But you're a fool with a gun." — Wayne says this to Wax, acknowledging
his friend's stubbornness and skill.

• "The world is changing, Wax. You can't stop it." — A character remarks on the technological
and social changes happening in Elendel.

• "I'm not a nobleman. I'm a lawman." — Wax says this to someone who expects him to act
like a noble, showing his internal conflict.

• "Sometimes the best way to solve a problem is to shoot it." — Wayne's humorous take on
problem-solving.
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Frequently Asked Questions
What is Mistborn: The Alloy of Law about?

It's a fantasy novel set in the Mistborn world, centuries after the original trilogy. It follows
Waxillium Ladrian, a lawman and nobleman, who investigates a series of kidnappings in the city
of Elendel. The story blends Western and steampunk elements, with a focus on Allomancy and
Feruchemy.

Is Mistborn: The Alloy of Law worth reading?

Yes, especially if you enjoy fast-paced fantasy with a unique magic system and engaging
characters. It's a standalone story that also sets up a larger series. Sanderson's fans will
appreciate the world-building and action, while newcomers can enjoy it without reading the
original trilogy, though prior knowledge helps.

How does Mistborn: The Alloy of Law end?

Spoiler: Wax defeats Miles Dagouter and rescues the kidnapped women. He breaks off his
engagement and decides to embrace his role as a nobleman while continuing to fight crime. The
ending hints at a larger conspiracy involving the Set, setting up the next book in the series.

Who should read Mistborn: The Alloy of Law?

Fans of Brandon Sanderson, readers who enjoy epic fantasy with intricate magic systems, and
those who like Western-inspired settings. It's also a good entry point for new readers who want a
shorter, more action-focused story than the original Mistborn trilogy.

How long does it take to read Mistborn: The Alloy of Law?

The book has about 332 pages. At an average reading speed of 250 words per minute, it takes
roughly 6-8 hours to read. Most readers finish it in a few days of casual reading.


