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Overview
Mistborn: Shadows of Self is the second novel in Brandon Sanderson's Wax and Wayne series, set
in the industrialized world of Scadrial centuries after the events of the original Mistborn trilogy.
The story follows lawman Waxillium Ladrian, who has returned to the city of Elendel to take up
his noble duties, but is drawn back into action when a series of mysterious murders threatens
the city. Alongside his partner Wayne and the constable Marasi Colms, Wax uncovers a
conspiracy involving the enigmatic and dangerous figure known as Bleeder, a shapeshifting
kandra who is using her powers to destabilize society and undermine the trust in the
government. The novel blends Western-style frontier justice with urban fantasy, exploring
themes of identity, trust, and the cost of progress.

The central narrative arc revolves around Wax's investigation into Bleeder's crimes, which leads
him to question his own past, his relationship with his fiancée Steris, and the nature of his
powers as a Twinborn. As the investigation deepens, Wax is forced to confront the legacy of his
old friend and mentor, Lessie, whose death he has never fully processed. Bleeder's actions are
revealed to be a twisted attempt to expose the corruption and complacency of Elendel's elite, but
her methods are brutal and indiscriminate. The climax forces Wax to make a devastating choice,
revealing a shocking truth about his past and the true identity of Bleeder, which recontextualizes
his entire history and sets the stage for the next book in the series.

Shadows of Self is significant for its exploration of moral ambiguity and the psychological toll of
heroism. Sanderson deepens the world-building of the Mistborn universe, introducing new
technological and magical elements while maintaining the fast-paced action and intricate
plotting for which he is known. The novel is a bridge between the earlier Western-inspired
adventures of Wax and Wayne and the larger cosmological conflicts that will define the later
books. It matters to readers as a compelling character study and a crucial turning point in the
overarching narrative of the Cosmere.

Key Takeaways
• Trust is fragile and can be shattered by secrets, even those kept with good intentions.

• The past never truly stays buried; unresolved grief and guilt can resurface in destructive
ways.

• Progress and technology do not automatically lead to justice or equality; they can create
new forms of corruption.
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• Identity is not fixed; people can reinvent themselves, but they must accept the
consequences of their choices.

• Heroism often requires making impossible choices with no clear right answer.

• The people we love may not be who we think they are, and we must be prepared for that
revelation.

• Even the most well-intentioned rebellion can cause collateral damage and unintended
suffering.

Chapter Summaries
Part One: The Lawman

Waxillium Ladrian returns to Elendel after years in the Roughs, struggling to adapt to noble life
and his upcoming marriage to Steris. A series of bizarre murders, including the death of a
high-ranking official, draws him back into action. He teams up with Wayne and Marasi to
investigate, discovering that the killer is a kandra who can change shape at will. The trail leads to
a mysterious figure known as Bleeder, who seems to be targeting the city's elite. Wax is haunted
by memories of his late partner, Lessie, and the investigation forces him to confront his past.

Part Two: The Hunt

The team tracks Bleeder through the underbelly of Elendel, encountering a network of
informants and a cult that worships the kandra. Wax learns that Bleeder is not acting alone and
that her goal is to destabilize the city's political system. Marasi uses her academic knowledge to
piece together clues, while Wayne provides comic relief and unexpected insight. The
investigation is complicated by the interference of the constabulary and the political ambitions of
Lord Harms. Wax's relationship with Steris grows more complex as she proves to be more
capable than he expected.

Part Three: The Revelation

Bleeder's true identity is revealed: she is actually Lessie, Wax's former partner, who was a kandra
all along. Her death was faked by Harmony to protect Wax from the truth. Bleeder, now calling
herself Paalm, has been driven mad by her separation from Harmony and seeks revenge against
the god who used her. She has been using her powers to impersonate officials and incite chaos,
hoping to expose the flaws in Harmony's plan for Scadrial. Wax is devastated by the revelation
and must decide how to stop the woman he once loved.

Part Four: The Siege

Bleeder launches a full-scale assault on the city, using her shape-shifting abilities to impersonate
key figures and turn the populace against the government. Wax, Wayne, and Marasi work to
counter her moves, but they are constantly one step behind. The city descends into chaos as riots
break out and the constabulary is overwhelmed. Wax confronts Bleeder in a final showdown,
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using his Allomantic and Feruchemical powers to their limits. The battle is brutal and emotionally
charged, as Wax struggles to reconcile his love for Lessie with the monster she has become.

Part Five: The Aftermath

In the aftermath of the battle, Wax is forced to kill Bleeder, but not before she reveals that she
had been using a hemalurgic spike to block Harmony's influence. Her death leaves Wax with
more questions than answers, and he is left to grapple with the implications of her actions. The
city begins to rebuild, but the trust in the government has been shaken. Wax and Steris's
relationship is tested, but they find a new understanding. The novel ends with Wax realizing that
Harmony's plans are more complex and mysterious than he ever imagined, setting the stage for
future conflicts.

Themes
• Identity and deception

• Trust and betrayal

• Cost of progress

• Grief and memory

• Moral ambiguity

• Order vs. chaos

Notable Quotes
• "The Lord Ruler was a tyrant. But he was a tyrant who brought order. We have freedom, but
we have chaos." — A character reflects on the state of Elendel compared to the old empire.

• "Sometimes the best way to help someone is to let them help themselves." — Wayne offers a
piece of his philosophy to Wax during a conversation about Steris.

• "You can't protect people from the truth. You can only protect them from the lies." — Marasi
speaks about the importance of honesty in the investigation.

• "I'm not a hero. I'm just a man who does what needs to be done." — Wax says this to Wayne
after a particularly dangerous encounter.

• "The past is a ghost. It follows you, but it can't hurt you unless you let it." — Wayne tries to
comfort Wax about his memories of Lessie.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is Mistborn: Shadows of Self about?

It's a fantasy novel set in the industrialized world of Scadrial, following lawman Waxillium Ladrian
as he investigates a series of murders committed by a shape-shifting kandra named Bleeder. The
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investigation uncovers a conspiracy that threatens the stability of the city of Elendel and forces
Wax to confront his past.

Is Mistborn: Shadows of Self worth reading?

Yes, if you enjoy Brandon Sanderson's intricate magic systems, fast-paced action, and deep
character development. It's a strong sequel that expands the world and raises the emotional
stakes, though it's best read after The Alloy of Law to understand the characters and setting.

How does Mistborn: Shadows of Self end?

Spoiler: Wax kills Bleeder, who is revealed to be his former partner Lessie, a kandra who had
been using a hemalurgic spike to block Harmony's influence. Her death leaves Wax devastated
but also more determined to uncover the truth about Harmony's plans. The city is saved, but
trust in the government is shaken, and Wax's relationship with Steris grows stronger.

Who should read Mistborn: Shadows of Self?

Fans of epic fantasy with a mix of Western and steampunk elements, readers who enjoy complex
magic systems and moral dilemmas, and anyone following the Mistborn series. It's also a good
entry point for new readers, though starting with The Alloy of Law is recommended.

How long does it take to read Mistborn: Shadows of Self?

The book is about 383 pages long. At an average reading speed of 250 words per minute, it
would take roughly 6-7 hours to read, though most readers take a few days to a week depending
on their pace.


