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Overview
Reza De Wet's "MIS" (meaning 'mist' or 'fog' in Afrikaans, and also a play on the English 'Miss') is a
haunting and darkly comedic play set in a dilapidated, isolated hotel in the Karoo desert of South
Africa. The story centers on two eccentric, aging sisters, Miss Minnie and Miss Meisie, who live in
a world of shared delusion and decaying grandeur. Their monotonous existence, filled with
rituals and imagined past glories, is abruptly disturbed by the arrival of a mysterious traveling
salesman, Mr. Van Rensburg, who claims to be attending a conference at the hotel.

As the play unfolds, the lines between reality and fantasy blur, revealing the sisters' profound
loneliness, their desperate need for connection, and the fragility of their constructed world. Mr.
Van Rensburg's presence acts as both a catalyst and a mirror, reflecting their deepest desires
and fears, while also challenging their carefully maintained illusions. The play delves into themes
of memory, decay, the grotesque, and the human capacity for self-deception, culminating in a
tragic and unsettling climax that questions the very nature of truth and sanity. It is a powerful
exploration of the psychological landscape of isolation and the enduring power of the
imagination, however distorted.

Key Takeaways
• Recognize how isolation can foster elaborate, shared delusions that become a substitute for
reality.

• Consider the ways in which memory can be selectively curated or entirely fabricated to cope
with an undesirable present.

• Observe how the arrival of an outsider can disrupt established patterns, forcing characters
to confront uncomfortable truths or retreat further into fantasy.

• Reflect on the tragic consequences of a desperate need for connection when genuine
interaction is absent or impossible.

• Appreciate the use of gothic and absurd elements to highlight the psychological decay and
emotional desolation of the characters.

• Understand that the play challenges audiences to question the nature of sanity and the
boundaries between the real and the imagined.

Chapter Summaries
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Act One

Act One introduces Miss Minnie and Miss Meisie, two elderly sisters living in a decaying hotel in
the desolate Karoo. Their lives are governed by rigid routines and a shared fantasy of a bustling
past, complete with imaginary guests and a grand conference. The arrival of Mr. Van Rensburg, a
traveling salesman, shatters their routine. He claims to be there for a conference, validating their
delusion while simultaneously introducing an unsettling element of external reality. The sisters
vie for his attention, each projecting their own desires and fantasies onto him, revealing their
profound loneliness and desperate need for validation.

Act Two

Act Two deepens the psychological tension as Mr. Van Rensburg becomes more entangled in the
sisters' world. The 'conference' becomes increasingly absurd, and his true intentions remain
ambiguous. The sisters' individual delusions begin to clash, and the fragile peace of their shared
fantasy starts to unravel. As the play progresses, the boundaries between their internal world
and external reality completely collapse, leading to a tragic and violent climax. The act
culminates in a disturbing resolution that leaves the audience questioning the fate of the
characters and the nature of the reality they inhabit.

Themes
• Delusion vs. Reality

• Isolation and Loneliness

• Memory and Decay

• The Grotesque

• Sisterhood

• Human Connection

Notable Quotes
• "There are no guests, Meisie. There haven't been any guests for years." — Miss Minnie's rare
moment of breaking through the shared delusion, quickly retracted or ignored.

• "I like the mist. It makes everything soft. And you can pretend." — Miss Meisie expressing
her preference for the blurring of reality and fantasy.

• "We must keep up appearances, Meisie. What will people say?" — Miss Minnie's constant
concern for external judgment, even in their isolated existence.

• "A man needs a woman to look after him. To make him feel important." — Miss Meisie's
desperate longing for male companionship and purpose.

Frequently Asked Questions
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What is MIS about?

MIS is a dark, psychological drama about two eccentric, aging sisters, Miss Minnie and Miss
Meisie, who run a dilapidated hotel in the desolate Karoo. Their lives are a blend of shared
delusion and routine, which is disrupted by the arrival of a mysterious salesman, Mr. Van
Rensburg. The play explores themes of reality, fantasy, loneliness, and the human need for
connection.

Is MIS worth reading?

Yes, MIS is highly recommended for those who appreciate psychological dramas, gothic themes,
and absurdism. Reza De Wet's masterful writing creates a haunting atmosphere and complex
characters, making it a powerful exploration of the human mind under extreme isolation. It
offers a unique and unsettling theatrical experience.

How does MIS end?

Spoiler: The play culminates in a tragic and violent climax where the sisters' fragile world of
delusion completely collapses. Mr. Van Rensburg's true identity and intentions are revealed to be
far from what the sisters imagined, leading to a disturbing act of violence and a final, unsettling
image of their continued entrapment in their self-created reality, or perhaps a new, darker one.

Who should read MIS?

Readers interested in South African literature, psychological thrillers, gothic drama, and plays
that delve into the complexities of human delusion and isolation will find MIS particularly
compelling. It's also a strong choice for theatre students and practitioners studying character
development and atmospheric storytelling.

How long does it take to read MIS?

As a play, MIS is a relatively short read. Most readers can expect to finish it within 90 to 120
minutes, depending on their reading pace and how much they pause to reflect on the dialogue
and stage directions.


