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Overview
Men who hate women," internationally known as "The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo," is the first
installment in Stieg Larsson's posthumously published Millennium series. It plunges readers into
a complex narrative intertwining a cold case mystery with deep-seated societal corruption and
violence against women. The story follows Mikael Blomkvist, a disgraced financial journalist, who
is hired by aging industrialist Henrik Vanger to investigate the forty-year-old disappearance of
his grandniece, Harriet Vanger, from the isolated family estate.

Blomkvist's investigation soon leads him to Lisbeth Salander, a brilliant but deeply troubled
computer hacker with a photographic memory and a fierce sense of justice. Salander, initially
hired to conduct a background check on Blomkvist, eventually becomes his indispensable
research assistant and partner, using her unique skills to uncover hidden truths within the
Vanger family's dark history. As they delve deeper, they expose a horrifying pattern of abuse,
murder, and Nazi sympathies, revealing that Harriet's disappearance is connected to a much
larger and more sinister chain of events.

The book is a powerful exploration of misogyny, corporate malfeasance, and the abuse of power,
set against the backdrop of Sweden's seemingly progressive society. It matters not only for its
intricate plot and suspenseful twists but also for its creation of Lisbeth Salander, an iconic
anti-heroine who challenges conventional notions of victimhood and justice. Larsson's work
resonates by exposing the hidden violence beneath the surface of everyday life and the
resilience of those who fight back.

Key Takeaways
• The past often conceals dark family secrets that can resurface with devastating and violent
consequences.

• Appearances can be deeply deceptive, and individuals in positions of power may harbor the
most heinous intentions.

• Justice can be achieved through unconventional partnerships and a relentless, often
dangerous, pursuit of truth.

• The pervasive issue of violence against women is a central theme, highlighting its hidden
and systemic nature.
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• Even marginalized and traumatized individuals can possess extraordinary intellect and a
fierce moral compass.

• Corporate corruption and financial crimes are frequently intertwined with personal
atrocities and abuse of power.

• The pursuit of truth often requires challenging established norms and confronting
uncomfortable realities.

Chapter Summaries
Part 1: The Disgraced Journalist

Mikael Blomkvist, a prominent financial journalist, is convicted of libel and faces professional
ruin. He accepts an unusual offer from wealthy industrialist Henrik Vanger: to investigate the
forty-year-old disappearance of Vanger's grandniece, Harriet, from the family's isolated island
estate. Blomkvist moves to Hedestad, immersing himself in the Vanger family's complex and
often sinister history, believing the killer is a family member.

Part 2: The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo

Lisbeth Salander, a brilliant but socially alienated hacker working for Milton Security, is tasked
with conducting a background check on Blomkvist. Her own life is fraught with trauma, including
an abusive legal guardian, Nils Bjurman. Salander's exceptional skills uncover critical information
about Blomkvist and the Vanger case, leading her to independently investigate and eventually
offer her assistance to Blomkvist.

Part 3: The Hunt for Harriet

Blomkvist and Salander form an unlikely partnership, combining his journalistic research with
her hacking prowess. They delve deeper into the Vanger family's past, uncovering disturbing
connections to Nazism, serial murders, and a pattern of violence against women. Their
investigation leads them to suspect a prominent family member, Martin Vanger, Harriet's
brother, of involvement in both Harriet's disappearance and other heinous crimes.

Part 4: The Revelation

The investigation culminates in a harrowing confrontation where Blomkvist is captured by Martin
Vanger, who confesses to a series of ritualistic murders and reveals his sadistic nature. Salander
heroically intervenes, saving Blomkvist and exacting brutal revenge on Martin. They finally
uncover the truth about Harriet Vanger's disappearance: she fled after killing her abusive father
and brother, who were responsible for the murders.

Epilogue: Aftermath and New Beginnings

Harriet Vanger is found alive and brought back to Sweden. Blomkvist and Salander expose the
full extent of the Vanger family's crimes and clear Blomkvist's name in his libel case by
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uncovering financial fraud involving Wennerström. Salander, now wealthy from her own financial
exploits, continues her solitary life, while Blomkvist returns to Millennium magazine, forever
changed by their partnership.

Themes
• Violence against women

• Corporate corruption

• Family secrets

• Justice and revenge

• Abuse of power

• Media ethics

Notable Quotes
• "Everyone has secrets. It's just a matter of finding out what they are." — Reflects the core
investigative nature of the book and the hidden truths within the Vanger family.

• "She was a woman who could make you forget your own name." — Often used to describe
Lisbeth Salander's striking and unforgettable presence and impact on others.

• "He was a man who hated women. It was as simple as that." — A direct reference to the
central theme of misogyny and the original Swedish title, often implied or stated about the
serial killer.

• "There are no innocent questions, only innocent answers." — A line that speaks to the
deeper implications of inquiry and the potential for truth to be unsettling and revealing.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is Men who hate women about?

"Men who hate women," also known as "The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo," is a crime thriller
about disgraced journalist Mikael Blomkvist and brilliant hacker Lisbeth Salander. They
investigate the decades-old disappearance of Harriet Vanger, uncovering a dark history of family
secrets, corporate corruption, and serial murders rooted in misogyny.

Is Men who hate women worth reading?

Yes, it is widely considered a gripping and impactful read. Larsson's intricate plot, compelling
characters like Lisbeth Salander, and unflinching exploration of dark societal themes make it a
powerful and memorable experience for fans of crime thrillers and psychological suspense.

How does Men who hate women end?
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Spoiler: The investigation reveals Harriet Vanger fled after killing her abusive father and brother.
Blomkvist is captured by Martin Vanger, who confesses to serial murders, but Salander saves him
and exacts revenge. They expose the Vanger family's crimes and clear Blomkvist's name, while
Salander gains wealth and continues her solitary life.

Who should read Men who hate women?

Readers who enjoy dark, complex crime thrillers, mysteries with strong social commentary, and
unconventional protagonists will appreciate this book. It's suitable for those comfortable with
mature themes of violence, abuse, and corruption, and who are looking for a thought-provoking
and suspenseful narrative.

How long does it take to read Men who hate women?

Given its length and detailed plot, "Men who hate women" typically takes an average reader
around 10 to 12 hours (approximately 600-720 minutes) to read. It is a substantial book that
rewards focused attention.


