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Overview
Malice of Crows" is the third installment in Lila Bowen's "Conspiracy of Ravens" series, continuing
the harrowing journey of Nettie Lonesome, a two-spirit, half-human, half-monster gunslinger in
a supernatural post-Civil War American West. The narrative deepens Nettie's struggle with her
unique identity, as she grapples with the monstrous Crow-touched nature inherited from her
mother and the human world she strives to protect. Following the dramatic events of the
previous book, Nettie is driven by a desperate need to save her beloved Auntie, who has been
gravely afflicted by a dark magic, and to uncover the truth about her origins and the mysterious
Crow mythology that binds her. Her journey is not just physical but also an internal battle to
reconcile her human compassion with her predatory instincts, constantly questioning where she
truly belongs.

The book masterfully blends elements of dark fantasy, weird westerns, and horror, exploring
profound themes of belonging, prejudice, and the fluid nature of good and evil. Nettie's quest for
a cure and understanding takes her through treacherous landscapes populated by both human
bigots and terrifying supernatural entities, forcing her to confront the violence within herself and
the world around her. As she delves deeper into the secrets of her heritage, Nettie uncovers
truths that challenge her perceptions of family, loyalty, and the very fabric of her existence.
"Malice of Crows" is a poignant exploration of what it means to be an outsider, to find family in
unexpected places, and to forge one's own path when destiny seems predetermined, solidifying
the series' reputation for its compelling protagonist and richly imagined, brutal world.

Key Takeaways
• Embrace your true self, even if it defies conventional understanding or societal norms.

• Found family can be as strong, if not stronger, than blood ties, offering crucial support and
acceptance.

• Prejudice and fear often stem from ignorance, and challenging these can be a dangerous
but necessary endeavor.

• The line between monster and human is often blurred, and true monstrosity lies in actions,
not inherent nature.

• Survival in a harsh world often requires difficult choices and a willingness to adapt one's
moral compass.
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• Understanding one's heritage can be key to understanding oneself, even if the truths
revealed are unsettling.

Chapter Summaries
Chapters 1-3: The Weight of the Crow

Nettie Lonesome is struggling with the aftermath of her transformation into a Shadow and the
loss of her arm. Haunted by the Crow, who is now an inseparable part of her consciousness, she
feels isolated and monstrous. She tries to navigate the world with her new, terrifying abilities,
often losing control or being overwhelmed by the Crow's urges. Her journey begins as a solitary,
painful search for meaning and a way to cope with her altered existence, feeling like an outcast
even among outcasts in the harsh, supernatural-tinged American West. She grapples with the
physical and psychological trauma, questioning her humanity and her future.

Chapters 4-7: Wandering the Wastes

Nettie continues her aimless journey, trying to outrun her past and the constant whispers of the
Crow. She encounters various dangers and strange phenomena, honing her nascent Shadow
powers out of necessity. During this period, she often finds herself in morally ambiguous
situations, forced to make difficult choices that further blur the lines between human and
monster. Her travels lead her through desolate landscapes, reflecting her internal state of
loneliness and despair. She seeks a place where she might find some semblance of peace or
understanding, but every encounter seems to reinforce her otherness.

Chapters 8-11: The Witch Women of the Salt Flats

Nettie stumbles upon a hidden community of powerful witch women living in the desolate salt
flats. Initially wary, she is cautiously welcomed into their circle. These women, with their ancient
magic and deep connection to the land, offer Nettie a temporary sanctuary and a chance to learn
more about the supernatural world. They recognize her unique nature as a Shadow and provide
some guidance on controlling her powers, though they also warn her of the dangers inherent in
her transformation. Nettie finds a fleeting sense of belonging, a rare comfort in her tumultuous
life.

Chapters 12-15: Lessons and Lore

Living among the witch women, Nettie begins to understand the broader tapestry of magic and
spirits that underpins the world. She learns to harness some of her Shadow abilities more
effectively, though the Crow remains a challenging, often overwhelming presence. The witch
women share their lore, hinting at the origins of the Shadows and the forces that seek to control
them. Nettie grapples with the moral implications of her powers, trying to find a balance
between the Crow's destructive urges and her own desire for justice. She starts to see her
transformation not just as a curse, but as a potential source of strength.
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Chapters 16-19: Silas's Return and Rising Tensions

Silas, Nettie's former companion, reappears, bringing with him a mix of comfort and renewed
complications. Their reunion is fraught with unspoken feelings and the weight of their shared
past. Soon after, a new threat emerges, targeting the witch women's community and the delicate
balance of the region. This threat is revealed to be connected to the larger forces that create and
manipulate Shadows, drawing Nettie and Silas into a dangerous investigation. Nettie must
reconcile her feelings for Silas with her evolving identity and the Crow's possessive nature.

Chapters 20-23: Unveiling the Enemy

As Nettie, Silas, and the witch women delve deeper, they uncover the true nature of the
antagonist: a powerful, malevolent entity or organization seeking to exploit or control the
supernatural energies of the land, possibly linked to the creation of Shadows. The stakes rise as
the enemy's plans become clearer, threatening not only the witch women but also the wider
balance of the weird west. Nettie is forced to confront difficult truths about her own origins and
the extent of the Crow's influence, realizing she is a pawn in a much larger, older game.

Chapters 24-28: The Malice of Crows

The climax of the story unfolds as Nettie, Silas, and the witch women prepare for a final
confrontation with the antagonist. Nettie must fully embrace her identity as a Shadow,
integrating the Crow's power with her own will. The battle is fierce and personal, testing Nettie's
control, her loyalties, and her understanding of what it means to be a monster hunter. She
makes a definitive stand, not just against the external enemy, but also against the internal
struggle for dominance with the Crow. The resolution sees Nettie making a choice about her
path forward, accepting her dual nature and finding a new, albeit challenging, sense of purpose
and belonging in the world.

Questions & Answers
What is Nettie Lonesome's primary quest in "Malice of Crows"?

Nettie's primary quest in "Malice of Crows" is to find her missing family, particularly her mother
and sister, who were taken years ago. This search is deeply intertwined with her desire for
vengeance against the men responsible for their disappearance and the destruction of her
home. Her journey also becomes a quest for self-discovery, as she grapples with her evolving
identity as a Crow-touched shapeshifter and her place in a world that doesn't easily accept her.

How does Nettie's relationship with the Crow God evolve in this book?

Nettie's relationship with the Crow God becomes more complex and demanding in "Malice of
Crows." While the Crow God granted her power and a new form, it also exerts a strong,
sometimes overwhelming, influence. Nettie struggles to control her crow urges and to
understand the Crow God's true intentions. She questions whether she is merely a pawn or a
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true agent of its will, navigating the fine line between divine guidance and dangerous
manipulation as her transformation deepens.

Who are some of the new significant characters Nettie encounters?

In "Malice of Crows," Nettie encounters several new significant characters who impact her
journey. These include members of a nomadic Crow-touched community, offering her a glimpse
of others like her and a potential sense of belonging. She also meets various figures, both allies
and adversaries, in the harsh Western landscape, such as bounty hunters, outlaws, and those
connected to her past. These interactions challenge her perceptions and force her to confront
different facets of her identity and mission.

What challenges does Nettie face regarding her gender identity?

Nettie Lonesome, having lived as a man for survival, continues to grapple with her gender
identity in "Malice of Crows." She often presents as male, using the name "Nettie" and wearing
men's clothing, which provides a degree of safety and anonymity in the brutal Old West.
However, internally, she struggles with her true self, her memories of being a girl, and the
expectations of society. Her shapeshifting abilities further complicate this, blurring the lines
between human and animal, and male and female, as she seeks to define herself on her own
terms.

What role do the "crows" play in the story?

Crows play a central, multifaceted role in "Malice of Crows." They are not merely animals but
manifestations of the Crow God's power and influence, serving as messengers, guides, and
sometimes, direct agents of its will. Nettie herself is Crow-touched, able to shapeshift into a crow
and wield crow-like abilities. The crows symbolize vengeance, transformation, and a connection
to a primal, wild magic, constantly reminding Nettie of her new nature and the path she walks.

What is the significance of the title "Malice of Crows"?

The title "Malice of Crows" signifies the dark, vengeful power associated with the Crow God and
its influence on Nettie Lonesome. "Malice" refers to the deep-seated desire for retribution that
drives Nettie's quest to find her family and punish those who wronged them. "Crows" represents
her supernatural transformation, her connection to the Crow God, and the collective, often
ominous, presence of these birds as symbols of death, change, and divine judgment in the
Western setting.

How does Nettie's past continue to haunt her?

Nettie's past relentlessly haunts her in "Malice of Crows" through vivid memories and the
lingering trauma of her family's disappearance and the destruction of her home. The faces of the
men responsible, particularly the one-eyed man, are burned into her mind, fueling her relentless
pursuit of vengeance. Her past also dictates her present identity, forcing her to live as a man for
survival and shaping her distrust of others, making it difficult for her to form new connections or
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find peace.

What kind of magic or supernatural elements are present?

"Malice of Crows" is steeped in a unique blend of Western and supernatural elements. The
primary magic revolves around the Crow God, which grants Nettie shapeshifting abilities,
allowing her to transform into a crow and access enhanced senses and strength. Other
supernatural elements include the presence of other Crow-touched individuals, mystical visions,
and a pervasive sense of ancient, primal magic tied to the land and its creatures. The world itself
feels alive with unseen forces and spiritual power.

What is the main conflict Nettie must overcome?

The main conflict Nettie must overcome is multifaceted: externally, it's her relentless pursuit of
the men who destroyed her family and her home, navigating a dangerous, unforgiving
landscape filled with both human and supernatural threats. Internally, she battles with her
evolving identity as a Crow-touched shapeshifter, her gender, and the overwhelming urge for
vengeance. She struggles to maintain her humanity while embracing her crow nature, seeking a
balance between justice and consuming rage.

How does the Western setting influence the narrative?

The Western setting profoundly influences the narrative of "Malice of Crows," shaping its tone,
challenges, and character motivations. The harsh, untamed landscape mirrors Nettie's internal
wilderness and her struggle for survival. The lawlessness and brutality of the Old West provide a
backdrop for her quest for vengeance, where justice is often self-made. The setting also grounds
the supernatural elements, blending them seamlessly into a world of dusty towns, vast plains,
and rugged mountains, creating a unique "Weird West" atmosphere.

What does Nettie learn about her family's history?

As Nettie continues her search in "Malice of Crows," she uncovers more about her family's
hidden history, particularly her mother's past and her connection to the Crow God. She learns
that her family might have deeper ties to the supernatural world than she initially understood,
and that her mother may have possessed her own unique powers or lineage. These revelations
complicate her understanding of her own identity and the true reasons behind her family's
targeting, adding layers to her personal quest.

What is the fate of the villain(s) in this book?

The primary villains in "Malice of Crows" are the men responsible for the attack on Nettie's family
and home, particularly the one-eyed man. Nettie's journey is largely driven by her desire for
vengeance against them. Throughout the book, she systematically hunts down and confronts
some of these individuals, delivering brutal justice. While she achieves significant retribution
against certain targets, the ultimate fate of all her tormentors, especially the most elusive ones,
may not be fully resolved by the book's end, leaving threads for future installments.
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How does Nettie's physical transformation progress?

Nettie's physical transformation as a Crow-touched shapeshifter progresses significantly in
"Malice of Crows." Her connection to the Crow God deepens, making her shifts into a crow more
fluid and powerful. She gains greater control over her abilities, but also experiences more
intense crow urges and physical changes, such as the darkening of her skin and eyes, and the
emergence of feathers or talons. This evolution blurs the line between her human and crow
forms, making her more formidable but also more alien.

What themes are explored through Nettie's journey?

Nettie's journey in "Malice of Crows" explores several profound themes. Identity is central, as she
grapples with her gender, her humanity, and her supernatural crow nature. Vengeance and
justice are powerful motivators, driving her quest while forcing her to confront their costs.
Belonging is another key theme, as she seeks her family and encounters others like her. The
book also delves into themes of trauma, survival, and the search for self-acceptance in a harsh
and unforgiving world.

Spoiler: How does "Malice of Crows" end for Nettie?

Spoiler: "Malice of Crows" ends with Nettie having achieved significant progress in her quest for
vengeance, confronting and dispatching several of the men responsible for her family's tragedy.
She has also deepened her understanding of her Crow-touched nature and her connection to the
Crow God, though this brings new challenges. While she finds some answers about her family's
past, her ultimate goal of finding her mother and sister, and achieving complete peace, remains
elusive, setting the stage for further adventures.

What is the role of vengeance in Nettie's motivations?

Vengeance is a foundational and relentless motivator for Nettie Lonesome throughout "Malice of
Crows." It is the burning engine behind her entire journey, fueling her determination to track
down and punish the men who murdered her father and abducted her mother and sister. Her
desire for retribution is deeply personal and visceral, often overriding other considerations and
pushing her to embrace the darker aspects of her Crow-touched powers, making her a
formidable and often brutal force of justice.

How does Nettie reconcile her human and crow aspects?

Nettie struggles intensely to reconcile her human and crow aspects in "Malice of Crows." Her
human side yearns for family, connection, and a sense of self, while her crow nature brings
primal urges, a thirst for vengeance, and a growing detachment from humanity. She often feels
torn between these two identities, battling to control the crow's instincts without losing its
power. Her journey is about finding a way to integrate these parts of herself, to be both human
and crow, rather than letting one consume the other.

What is the significance of the "Shadow" aspect of Nettie?
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The "Shadow" aspect of Nettie, as referenced in the series title, signifies her transformation into
something more than human, a creature of the night and the wild. It represents her connection
to the Crow God, her shapeshifting abilities, and the darker, more primal instincts she embodies.
The "Shadow" is both a source of immense power and a constant internal struggle, as Nettie
grapples with the moral implications of her actions and the potential loss of her humanity as she
embraces her new, formidable self.

What kind of moral dilemmas does Nettie face?

Nettie faces significant moral dilemmas in "Malice of Crows," primarily centered on the nature of
justice and vengeance. She questions how far she should go in her pursuit of retribution,
whether her actions make her as monstrous as those she hunts, and if there's a line she
shouldn't cross. She also grapples with the morality of her Crow God-given powers, wondering if
she's a tool of a higher, potentially amoral, will, and how to maintain her own sense of right and
wrong amidst the violence.

How does this book build upon the events of the previous one?

"Malice of Crows" directly builds upon the events of "Wake of Vultures," continuing Nettie
Lonesome's journey immediately after her initial transformation and first acts of vengeance. It
expands on her Crow-touched abilities, deepening her connection to the Crow God and
exploring the consequences of her new nature. The book further develops her quest to find her
family, introducing new clues and adversaries, while continuing to explore her complex gender
identity and her struggle for survival in the Weird West.


