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Overview
Malibu Rising by Taylor Jenkins Reid is a sweeping family drama set against the glittering
backdrop of 1980s Malibu. The story unfolds over the course of a single day and night—August
27, 1983—when the four Riva siblings throw their legendary annual summer party. Nina, the
eldest, is a surf icon and model struggling to keep her family together after her father's
abandonment and her own failed marriage. Jay and Hud, twins with very different
temperaments, are navigating their own romantic entanglements, while Kit, the youngest, is
desperate to be seen as more than just the baby of the family. As the party spirals out of control,
the siblings are forced to confront the legacy of their volatile father, rock star Mick Riva, and the
secrets that have shaped their lives.

The novel weaves between the present-day chaos of the party and flashbacks to the Riva family's
past, beginning with the whirlwind romance of Mick and June in the 1950s. Reid explores how the
choices of one generation ripple through the next, as the Riva children grapple with
abandonment, addiction, and the weight of expectation. The narrative builds toward a literal and
metaphorical fire that consumes the family's Malibu mansion, offering a cathartic release and a
chance for renewal. At its heart, Malibu Rising is about the bonds of siblinghood, the cost of
fame, and the courage it takes to break free from the patterns of the past. It is a poignant,
immersive read that captures the excess of the era while delivering a deeply human story about
resilience and love.

Key Takeaways
• Family patterns of abandonment and addiction can be broken, but it requires conscious
effort and the support of those who truly see you.

• Sibling bonds can be the most enduring and healing relationships, even when parents fail.

• Fame and wealth do not shield people from pain; they often amplify it.

• Letting go of the past—and even of physical possessions—can be a necessary step toward
freedom.

• The people we love are not always the people we can rely on, and it is okay to set
boundaries.

• A single night can change everything, but the choices we make in that night are shaped by
years of history.
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• To move forward, you must sometimes burn down what no longer serves you.

Chapter Summaries
Part One: The Party

Part One establishes the setting and the central conflict. The Riva siblings are each at a
crossroads: Nina is trying to move on from her divorce, Jay and Hud are entangled in a love
triangle, and Kit is desperate for attention. The party is a distraction from their problems, but it
also brings them to a head. The section ends with the party in full swing, and the reader is left
with a sense of impending chaos.

Part Two: The Parents

Part Two provides the backstory of the Riva parents, showing how their choices set the stage for
the children's struggles. June's emotional neglect and Mick's absence create a void that the
siblings try to fill with each other. The section ends with Mick leaving the family for good, a
moment that will define the Riva children's lives.

Part Three: The Children

Part Three deepens the characterizations and explores the siblings' individual struggles. The
flashbacks show how their father's abandonment shaped them, while the present-day scenes
show how those wounds are still affecting them. The section ends with a dramatic confrontation
between Jay and Hud, and Nina's decision to finally stand up for herself.

Part Four: The Fire

Part Four is the climax of the novel. The fire is both a literal and symbolic destruction of the Riva
family home, representing the end of an era. The siblings' conversations during the fire allow
them to confront their truths and begin to heal. The section ends with the house burning to the
ground, but the siblings are safe and together.

Epilogue

The epilogue provides closure and shows the characters' growth. It emphasizes the theme of
resilience and the power of family bonds. The fire, which destroyed their physical home,
ultimately freed them from the weight of their past, allowing them to move forward.

Themes
• Family legacy

• Sibling bonds

• Abandonment

• Fame and excess
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• Resilience

• Letting go

Notable Quotes
• "The ocean is a powerful thing. It can be calm and serene one moment and a raging beast
the next. It is a lot like love." — Nina reflects on the nature of the ocean and love, early in the
novel.

• "She had been so busy being strong for everyone else that she had forgotten how to be
weak for herself." — Narrator's observation about Nina's internal struggle.

• "He was a man who had never learned to say no to himself, and he had passed that on to his
children." — Narrator's commentary on Mick Riva's influence on his children.

• "The Riva children had learned to be each other's everything, because they had no one else."
— Narrator's description of the siblings' bond.

• "She was not going to let her father's mistakes define her. She was going to be her own
person." — Kit's internal resolution, late in the novel.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is Malibu Rising about?

Malibu Rising is a family drama set in 1983 that follows the four Riva siblings over the course of
one day and night as they host their annual summer party. The novel interweaves the
present-day chaos of the party with flashbacks to their parents' past, exploring themes of
abandonment, fame, and sibling loyalty. The story culminates in a fire that destroys their Malibu
mansion, symbolically burning away the past.

Is Malibu Rising worth reading?

Yes, if you enjoy character-driven family sagas with a nostalgic 1980s setting and emotional
depth. Taylor Jenkins Reid is known for her compelling storytelling and complex characters, and
Malibu Rising delivers both. It is a fast-paced, immersive read that balances glamour with raw
emotion. Fans of Reid's other novels, like Daisy Jones & The Six, will likely appreciate this one.

How does Malibu Rising end?

Spoiler: The Riva mansion catches fire during the party and burns to the ground. The siblings
escape and, during the chaos, have honest conversations that heal their relationships. Nina
decides to stop carrying the family's burdens alone, Jay and Hud reconcile, and Kit finally feels
seen. The epilogue shows them years later, having moved on and built healthier lives, free from
their father's shadow.

Who should read Malibu Rising?
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Readers who enjoy contemporary fiction with a strong sense of place and time, especially stories
about family dynamics and personal growth. If you like novels that alternate between past and
present, or that explore the complexities of sibling relationships, this is for you. It is also a good
pick for fans of celebrity culture and 1980s nostalgia.

How long does it take to read Malibu Rising?

At an average reading speed of 250 words per minute, Malibu Rising takes approximately 6 to 7
hours to read. The book is around 384 pages, so most readers finish it in a few days of casual
reading. It is a relatively quick, engaging read that is hard to put down.


