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Overview
Tim, a young boy from a struggling family, makes a grave mistake when he steals a bicycle.
Driven by a mix of desperation and impulse, he soon finds himself burdened by guilt and the
weight of his actions. The story follows Tim's arduous journey to "make good" – to confess his
wrongdoing and earn enough money to pay for the bicycle he took. This is not an easy path, as
Tim faces numerous setbacks, hard labor, and the constant fear of being discovered.

Serraillier masterfully portrays Tim's internal struggle and the external challenges he
encounters. Through his efforts, Tim learns invaluable lessons about honesty, responsibility, and
the true meaning of earning one's way. The novel explores themes of poverty and its pressures,
the importance of community, and the transformative power of genuine remorse and effort. It's
a poignant tale of a boy's quest for redemption, highlighting that true restitution involves more
than just monetary compensation; it requires a change of heart and a commitment to doing
what is right, even when it's difficult.

Key Takeaways
• Even small mistakes can lead to significant guilt and a desire for redemption.

• Taking responsibility for one's actions is the first step towards making amends.

• Hard work and perseverance are essential in overcoming challenges and righting wrongs.

• True forgiveness often requires genuine effort and a change in behavior, not just an
apology.

• Poverty can create difficult choices, but integrity remains a vital personal value.

• The support and understanding of others can be crucial in a journey of making good.

Chapter Summaries
The Temptation

Tim, a boy from a poor family, is overcome by temptation and steals a bicycle. He initially feels a
thrill but quickly becomes consumed by guilt and fear of discovery, realizing the gravity of his
impulsive act.

A Burden of Guilt
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Haunted by his conscience, Tim struggles to keep his secret. The stolen bicycle becomes a heavy
burden, making him restless and unable to enjoy his ill-gotten gain. He begins to contemplate
how he can undo his mistake.

The Decision to Confess

Overwhelmed by guilt, Tim decides he must confess his crime and make amends. This decision is
difficult, as it means facing the consequences and admitting his wrongdoing to his family and the
bicycle's owner, Mr. Price.

Earning His Way

Tim embarks on a challenging journey to earn the money needed to pay for the bicycle. He takes
on various odd jobs, experiencing the difficulties of hard labor and the value of honest work,
often facing skepticism and exhaustion.

Setbacks and Perseverance

Tim encounters numerous obstacles and setbacks in his quest to earn money. He faces low
wages, difficult tasks, and moments of despair, but his determination to make good keeps him
going despite the hardships.

The Revelation and Forgiveness

Eventually, Tim manages to earn enough money and, with great courage, confesses his crime to
Mr. Price. The revelation leads to a complex reaction, but ultimately, Mr. Price shows
understanding and forgiveness, recognizing Tim's sincere efforts to make amends.

Making Good

Tim's journey culminates in his successful restitution. He not only pays for the bicycle but also
earns respect and a sense of self-worth through his perseverance and honesty. The experience
transforms him, instilling lasting lessons about integrity and responsibility.

Themes
• Redemption and forgiveness

• Consequences of actions

• Honesty and integrity

• Hard work

• Poverty and struggle

• Moral growth

Frequently Asked Questions
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What is Making Good about?

"Making Good" by Ian Serraillier is about Tim, a young boy who steals a bicycle out of
desperation. Overwhelmed by guilt, he embarks on a difficult journey to confess his crime and
earn enough money to pay for the bike. The story explores his struggles, the challenges of
honest labor, and his ultimate quest for redemption and forgiveness.

Is Making Good worth reading?

Yes, "Making Good" is a worthwhile read, especially for younger audiences and those interested
in moral tales. It offers a clear and compelling narrative about responsibility, the consequences
of actions, and the power of making amends. Serraillier's storytelling is engaging, delivering
important life lessons through Tim's relatable journey.

How does Making Good end?

Spoiler: The book ends with Tim successfully earning enough money to pay for the stolen bicycle.
He courageously confesses his crime to Mr. Price, the owner, who, touched by Tim's genuine
remorse and hard work, ultimately forgives him. Tim achieves a sense of peace and self-respect,
having truly "made good."

Who should read Making Good?

This book is ideal for middle-grade readers (ages 8-12) and anyone who appreciates classic
children's literature with strong moral themes. It's particularly suitable for discussions about
honesty, responsibility, and the importance of righting wrongs.

How long does it take to read Making Good?

"Making Good" is a relatively short children's novel. Most readers can expect to finish it in
approximately 2 to 3 hours, depending on their reading speed.


