
https://booksummaryai.com/country/en/lord-of-the-flies Page 1

Lord of the Flies
by William Golding · Language: EN

Summary by booksummaryai.com — https://booksummaryai.com/country/en/lord-of-the-flies

Overview
Lord of the Flies, published in 1954, is a dystopian novel by William Golding that explores the
descent into savagery of a group of British schoolboys stranded on an uninhabited island during
a wartime evacuation. The story begins with a plane crash, leaving the boys, aged six to twelve,
without adult supervision. They elect Ralph as their leader, and with the intellectual Piggy, they
attempt to establish a civilized society based on order, rules, and the signal fire. However, the
charismatic but savage Jack, who leads the choirboys, becomes obsessed with hunting and
gradually challenges Ralph's authority, drawing the boys away from their responsibilities and
into a primitive, tribal existence.

The novel traces the boys' gradual loss of innocence as their society collapses. The signal fire,
representing hope and rescue, is neglected, while the beast, a mythical creature they fear,
becomes a symbol of their own inner darkness. The conflict between Ralph and Jack escalates,
leading to the tragic deaths of Simon and Piggy, and the boys become a murderous mob hunting
Ralph. The arrival of a naval officer at the end abruptly halts the violence, but the officer's own
warship suggests that the savagery is not confined to the island. Golding's narrative is a powerful
allegory about the inherent evil in human nature, the fragility of civilization, and the thin veneer
of social order.

Lord of the Flies is a cornerstone of modern literature, studied for its profound themes and
psychological depth. It challenges the romantic notion of childhood innocence and questions the
very foundations of human morality. The novel's enduring relevance lies in its exploration of
power, fear, and the capacity for violence that exists within every individual. It serves as a
cautionary tale about the dangers of unchecked authority and the ease with which civilized
values can be abandoned. Golding's work remains a vital and unsettling examination of human
nature, making it a staple in classrooms and a significant contribution to 20th-century literature.

Key Takeaways
• The novel demonstrates that civilization is fragile and can quickly collapse without the rule
of law and adult supervision.

• The 'beast' is not a physical creature but the primal savagery that exists within every human
being.

• Fear is a powerful tool that can be manipulated by leaders to control others and justify
violence.
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• The conflict between Ralph and Jack illustrates the tension between democratic order and
autocratic tyranny.

• The signal fire symbolizes the boys' connection to civilization and their hope for rescue, and
its neglect marks their descent.

• The deaths of Simon and Piggy highlight the tragic consequences of mob mentality and the
loss of reason.

• The novel suggests that evil is inherent in human nature, not a product of environment or
upbringing.

• The ending, with the naval officer's arrival, implies that the savagery on the island is a
microcosm of the adult world's own conflicts.

Chapter Summaries
Chapter 1: The Sound of the Shell

Ralph and Piggy emerge from the jungle after a plane crash and discover a conch shell. Ralph
blows it, summoning the other boys. They hold an assembly and establish a rule that whoever
holds the conch has the right to speak. Ralph is elected chief over Jack, who leads the choirboys.
Jack, Ralph, and Simon explore the island and confirm it is uninhabited, but they spot a wild pig,
which Jack fails to kill, foreshadowing his obsession with hunting.

Chapter 2: Fire on the Mountain

The boys hold a meeting where they discuss the need for a signal fire. They use Piggy's glasses to
start a fire, but it quickly spreads out of control, burning a large area of the island. The fire is too
big and consumes some fruit trees, but they manage to keep it going. The boys also mention a
'beastie' they fear, which Ralph dismisses, but the fear takes root. The chapter ends with the fire
burning, but the boys are already showing signs of disorganization.

Chapter 3: Huts on the Beach

Ralph and Simon work on building shelters, but most boys abandon the effort to play or swim.
Jack becomes obsessed with hunting and spends his time tracking pigs, but he has not yet made
a kill. Ralph confronts Jack about the lack of cooperation and the neglected fire. Simon, who is
compassionate, helps the littluns gather fruit. The chapter highlights the growing rift between
Ralph's desire for order and Jack's primal hunting instincts.

Chapter 4: Painted Faces and Long Hair

The boys' routines become more chaotic. Jack paints his face with clay and charcoal, which gives
him a savage appearance and liberates him from shame. He leads a successful pig hunt, and the
hunters kill a sow, leaving its head on a stick as an offering to the beast. Meanwhile, Ralph spots
a ship on the horizon, but the signal fire has gone out because the hunters neglected it. Ralph
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confronts Jack, and the tension between them intensifies.

Chapter 5: Beast from Water

Ralph calls an assembly to address the boys' failure to follow rules. He emphasizes the
importance of the signal fire and the need for order. The littluns speak of a beast that they saw in
the forest, and the older boys debate its existence. Jack uses the fear of the beast to challenge
Ralph's leadership, suggesting that the hunters can protect them. The meeting ends in chaos,
and Ralph feels the loss of control, realizing that the boys are slipping into savagery.

Chapter 6: Beast from Air

A dead parachutist lands on the mountain, and the twins Sam and Eric mistake it for the beast.
The boys are terrified and hold a meeting. Ralph, Jack, and a group of boys climb the mountain to
investigate, but they see the parachute and flee in fear. The chapter deepens the myth of the
beast and shows how fear drives the boys to irrationality. The signal fire is left unattended, and
the boys' hope of rescue diminishes.

Chapter 7: Shadows and Tall Trees

Ralph, Jack, and Roger hunt a pig, and Ralph is wounded in the encounter. The boys become
more savage, and Jack invites Ralph to join his hunters, but Ralph refuses. They continue to
search for the beast, and Simon suggests that they should climb the mountain to face it. As night
falls, the boys engage in a ritualistic dance, and Simon, who has been exploring, discovers the
truth about the beast—it is the dead parachutist. He rushes to tell the others.

Chapter 8: Gift for the Darkness

Jack challenges Ralph's leadership but loses the vote. He leaves the group, and many boys join
him, forming a new tribe. Jack's tribe hunts and kills a sow, and Jack impales its head on a stick as
an offering to the beast. Simon, alone in the forest, has a hallucination in which the pig's head,
the 'Lord of the Flies,' speaks to him, revealing that the beast is within them. Simon faints, and
the chapter ends with the boys' society splitting further.

Chapter 9: A View to a Death

A storm breaks, and Jack's tribe feasts on the pig. Simon wakes from his faint and climbs the
mountain, discovering that the beast is the parachutist. He descends to the beach to tell the boys
the truth, but they are in a frenzy, performing a wild dance. Mistaking Simon for the beast, the
boys, including Ralph and Piggy, attack and kill him. Simon's body is washed out to sea, and the
parachutist is also carried away. The chapter marks the point of no return.

Chapter 10: The Shell and the Glasses

Ralph, Piggy, and Samneric are the only ones left in Ralph's group. They are traumatized by
Simon's death and try to rationalize it as an accident. Jack's tribe, now fully savage, steals Piggy's
glasses to make fire. Ralph's group is left without a way to start a fire, and they are increasingly
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isolated. Jack's tribe becomes more brutal, and Roger, who is sadistic, sharpens a stick to use as a
weapon.

Chapter 11: Castle Rock

Ralph's group decides to confront Jack's tribe to demand Piggy's glasses back. They approach
Castle Rock, where Jack's tribe has fortified their camp. Ralph and Jack argue, and a fight breaks
out. Roger, from above, releases a boulder that strikes Piggy, killing him and destroying the
conch. The boys are now fully savage, and Ralph is forced to flee as Jack's tribe hunts him.

Chapter 12: Cry of the Hunters

Ralph hides in the forest, but Jack's tribe sets fire to the island to smoke him out. Ralph runs to
the beach, where he collapses. A naval officer arrives, having seen the smoke from his ship. The
officer is shocked by the boys' appearance and behavior. Ralph weeps for the loss of innocence
and the death of his friends. The officer, looking at his own warship, suggests that the boys'
savagery is a reflection of the adult world's own conflicts.

Themes
• Civilization vs. savagery

• Inherent evil in human nature

• Loss of innocence

• Fear and manipulation

• Power and leadership

• The beast within

Notable Quotes
• "Ralph wept for the end of innocence, the darkness of man's heart, and the fall through the
air of the true, wise friend called Piggy." — At the end of the novel, after the naval officer
arrives, Ralph breaks down in tears over the deaths of Piggy and Simon and the loss of
innocence.

• "The thing is—fear can't hurt you any more than a dream." — Ralph says this during an
assembly to reassure the boys that the beast is not real, but his words are not enough to quell
their fears.

• "Kill the beast! Cut his throat! Spill his blood!" — The boys chant this during their ritualistic
dances, which culminate in the murder of Simon.

• "Fancy thinking the Beast was something you could hunt and kill!" — The Lord of the Flies
(the pig's head) speaks to Simon in his hallucination, revealing that the beast is within them.
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• "The rules are the only thing we've got!" — Ralph says this to Jack during an argument,
emphasizing the importance of order and civilization.

• "Which is better—to have rules and agree, or to hunt and kill?" — Ralph asks this question
during the assembly, contrasting civilization with savagery.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is Lord of the Flies about?

Lord of the Flies is about a group of British schoolboys who are stranded on an uninhabited
island after a plane crash. They attempt to create a civilized society, but their fear and primal
instincts lead to savagery, violence, and the deaths of several boys. The novel is an allegory for
the inherent evil in human nature and the fragility of civilization.

Is Lord of the Flies worth reading?

Yes, it is a classic of 20th-century literature that offers a profound and unsettling exploration of
human nature. Its themes of power, fear, and morality are timeless and provoke deep
discussion. The novel is relatively short and engaging, making it a rewarding read for both
students and general readers.

How does Lord of the Flies end?

Spoiler: Ralph is being hunted by Jack's tribe, who set the island on fire to flush him out. He runs
to the beach and collapses, only to be saved by a naval officer who arrives in response to the
smoke. The officer is shocked by the boys' condition. Ralph weeps for the loss of innocence and
the deaths of Piggy and Simon.

Who should read Lord of the Flies?

Readers interested in psychological fiction, allegory, and social commentary will find this book
compelling. It is often assigned in high school and college literature classes, but its themes are
relevant to anyone who wants to understand the darker aspects of human nature and the thin
line between civilization and chaos.

How long does it take to read Lord of the Flies?

At an average reading speed of 250 words per minute, it takes about 4-5 hours to read Lord of
the Flies, which is approximately 60,000 words. Most readers can finish it in a few sittings or over
a weekend.


