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Overview

Bryan Stevenson's "Just Mercy" is a powerful memoir and exposé that chronicles his work as a
civil rights lawyer and founder of the Equal Justice Initiative (EJI) in Alabama. The book primarily
focuses on the case of Walter McMillian, a Black man wrongly convicted and sentenced to death
for the murder of a white woman in Monroeville, Alabama, in the late 1980s. Stevenson
meticulously details the systemic racism, prosecutorial misconduct, and judicial indifference that
led to McMillian's unjust incarceration, highlighting how poverty and race often determine legal
outcomes in America.

Beyond McMillian's story, Stevenson weaves in accounts of other clients—juveniles sentenced to
life without parole, women abused by the system, and individuals with mental disabilities facing
execution—to illustrate the pervasive injustices within the U.S. criminal justice system. He argues
that proximity to the marginalized is essential for understanding and addressing these issues,
and that mercy, not just justice, is crucial for a truly fair society. The book is a compelling call to
action, challenging readers to confront uncomfortable truths about America's past and present,
and to advocate for a more compassionate and equitable legal system.

Key Takeaways
* Recognize that the American justice system is deeply flawed and disproportionately impacts
the poor and people of color.

* Understand that proximity to those suffering injustice is essential for true empathy and
effective advocacy.

* Advocate for reforms that address systemic issues like wrongful convictions, excessive
sentencing, and racial bias in the courts.

* Support organizations like the Equal Justice Initiative that provide legal representation to the
most vulnerable.

* Challenge the prevailing narratives about crime and punishment, and embrace the
importance of mercy and redemption.

* Never lose hope in the possibility of justice, even in the face of overwhelming adversity and
resistance.

+ Consider how your own biases might contribute to or perpetuate injustice, and actively work
to dismantle them.
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Chapter Summaries
Introduction: Higher Ground

Bryan Stevenson recounts his early experiences working with death row inmates in Georgia,
which profoundly shaped his understanding of systemic injustice and led him to found the Equal
Justice Initiative (EJI) in Alabama. He describes the profound impact of witnessing the despair and
marginalization faced by the poor and racially discriminated within the legal system. This section
introduces his unwavering commitment to representing those on death row, particularly in the
Deep South, where racial bias and poverty heavily influence legal outcomes. He shares his initial,
pivotal encounter with Walter McMillian, a Black man wrongly convicted of murder and
sentenced to death, setting the stage for the central narrative of the book and establishing the
overarching themes of injustice, mercy, and the relentless fight for human dignity against
overwhelming odds.

Chapter 1: Mockingbird

Stevenson details his move to Alabama to establish the Equal Justice Initiative (EJI) and
immediately takes on the case of Walter McMillian. Walter, a Black man, was convicted and
sentenced to death for the 1987 murder of Ronda Morrison, a young white woman, in
Monroeville, Alabama - the hometown of Harper Lee. Stevenson quickly uncovers disturbing
irregularities: Walter had a strong alibi, corroborated by multiple witnesses, placing him at a fish
fry at the time of the murder. Despite this, he was swiftly arrested, held on death row before trial,
and convicted based solely on the coerced testimony of a white career criminal named Ralph
Myers, who later recanted parts of his story. This chapter highlights the immediate racial
prejudice and procedural misconduct Stevenson encountered.

Chapter 2: The Old Rugged Cross

This chapter delves deeper into the circumstances surrounding Walter McMillian's arrest and
conviction. Stevenson details how Walter, a respected Black businessman with no prior criminal
record, was targeted by law enforcement. He was arrested months after the murder, without any
physical evidence linking him to the crime, and immediately placed on death row, a highly
unusual pre-trial detention. The narrative exposes the intense racial animosity in Monroeville,
where Walter's interracial affair was widely known and likely fueled the desire for his conviction.
The chapter further elaborates on the coercion of Ralph Myers, who was pressured by police to
implicate Walter, and the devastating impact of Walter's incarceration on his family and
community.

Chapter 3: Stand

Stevenson begins the arduous legal battle to appeal Walter McMillian's conviction, immediately
encountering significant resistance from the local legal establishment, including the district
attorney and the judge, who are deeply entrenched in the racially biased system of Monroeville.
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Stevenson describes the immense challenges of navigating a justice system that seems
determined to uphold convictions, even in the face of mounting evidence of innocence and clear
procedural misconduct. He highlights the difficulty of convincing courts to re-examine cases,
especially when racial prejudice is a clear underlying factor, and how the community's desire for
a quick conviction overshadowed the pursuit of truth. This chapter underscores the isolation and
hostility Stevenson and EJI encountered in their efforts to challenge deeply ingrained injustices in
the Deep South.

Chapter 4: The Stonecatchers

This chapter broadens the scope beyond Walter McMillian's case to illustrate the systemic issues
EJI confronts daily. Stevenson introduces other clients, such as Joe Sullivan, a child offender
sentenced to life without parole for a non-lethal crime committed at age thirteen, and Ian
Manuel, another child sentenced to life without parole for a robbery where no one was killed.
These stories highlight the harshness of mandatory sentencing laws and the criminalization of
youth, particularly children of color. Stevenson uses these examples to demonstrate how the
justice system often fails to consider mitigating factors like trauma, mental iliness, or
developmental immaturity, instead opting for punitive measures that disproportionately affect
the most vulnerable.

Chapter 5: The Gospel of the Trees

Stevenson continues to build Walter McMillian's defense, focusing on dismantling the
prosecution's case. He meticulously investigates Ralph Myers's coerced testimony, finding
numerous inconsistencies and contradictions in his various statements. Stevenson also uncovers
the complete lack of physical evidence connecting Walter to the crime scene or the victim. He
details the efforts to interview witnesses who could corroborate Walter's alibi and expose the
flaws in the state's narrative. This chapter emphasizes the painstaking work required to expose a
wrongful conviction, highlighting how the initial investigation was rushed and biased, ignoring
any evidence that did not fit the predetermined narrative of Walter's guilt.

Chapter 6: The Color of Water

Stevenson explores the deep historical roots of racial injustice in the American South, connecting
the legacy of slavery and Jim Crow laws to contemporary issues in the criminal justice system. He
discusses how racial terror and violence were used to maintain social order and and how these
patterns persist in the disproportionate sentencing and treatment of Black individuals. The
chapter includes the story of a young Black man sentenced to death for a non-lethal crime,
illustrating how racial bias can lead to extreme punishments. Stevenson argues that the system
is not merely broken but was designed in ways that perpetuate racial hierarchy, making the fight
for justice a struggle against deeply entrenched societal prejudices.

Chapter 7: The Lemon Tree
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This chapter focuses on the story of Herbert Richardson, a Vietham War veteran suffering from
severe PTSD and brain damage, who was on death row. Stevenson describes his efforts to appeal
Herbert's conviction and sentence, arguing for clemency due to his mental health issues and the
trauma he endured serving his country. Despite Stevenson's passionate advocacy and the clear
evidence of Herbert's psychological distress, the state proceeds with his execution. Stevenson
recounts the emotional toll of witnessing Herbert's final moments, sharing the deeply personal
impact of these experiences on him and his team, and underscores the profound moral
questions surrounding capital punishment for the mentally ill.

Chapter 8: All God's Children

Stevenson broadens his focus to the issue of children sentenced to life without parole, arguing
against the notion that children are inherently irredeemable. He introduces the case of Antonio
Nunez, a young boy from a troubled background who committed a crime at a young age and was
sentenced to die in prison. Stevenson highlights the scientific understanding of adolescent brain
development, which shows that children lack the full capacity for judgment and impulse control
of adults. He details EJI's legal challenges to these extreme sentences, advocating for
rehabilitation and second chances, and exposing how poverty and lack of resources often funnel
vulnerable children into the criminal justice system.

Chapter 9: I'll Fly Away

The narrative returns to Walter McMillian's case, detailing the ongoing appeal process and the
growing momentum for his release. Stevenson describes the painstaking work of gathering
more evidence, including affidavits from witnesses who saw Walter at the fish fry, and further
exposing the inconsistencies in Ralph Myers's testimony. The Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals
begins to take notice of the irregularities. This chapter emphasizes the slow, incremental nature
of legal change and the immense perseverance required to challenge a wrongful conviction.
Stevenson highlights the emotional toll on Walter, who remains on death row despite the
mounting evidence of his innocence, and the hope that begins to emerge.

Chapter 10: The Season of the Dead

Stevenson recounts the story of George Daniel, a mentally ill man on death row who suffered
from severe delusions and paranoia. Despite his obvious mental incapacitation, the state moved
forward with his execution. Stevenson describes his desperate attempts to secure a stay of
execution, arguing that George was not competent to be executed, as he could not understand
the reason for his punishment. This chapter powerfully illustrates the justice system's failure to
adequately address mental illness, often conflating it with criminality. Stevenson shares the
harrowing experience of witnessing George's execution, further highlighting the moral and
ethical dilemmas of capital punishment and its impact on those who administer it.

Chapter 11: The Sticking Place
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The fight for Walter McMillian intensifies as Stevenson uncovers crucial exculpatory evidence
that had been deliberately withheld by the prosecution. He discovers that the state had
suppressed police reports and witness statements that directly contradicted Ralph Myers's
testimony and supported Walter's alibi. This revelation leads to the involvement of the state's
new Attorney General, who, unlike the local authorities, shows a willingness to investigate the
misconduct. The chapter details the growing public and media attention on Walter's case, which
begins to shift public opinion and put pressure on the legal system to address the injustice.

Chapter 12: The Reckoning

This chapter describes the pivotal evidentiary hearing for Walter McMillian, a dramatic turning
point in his case. Stevenson presents the overwhelming evidence of Walter's innocence,
including the suppressed exculpatory evidence that had been deliberately withheld by the
prosecution, and the detailed testimonies of multiple alibi witnesses. The most impactful
moment comes when Ralph Myers, the key prosecution witness, publicly recants his entire
testimony, admitting under oath that he was coerced by law enforcement to falsely implicate
Walter. The judge, faced with irrefutable proof of prosecutorial misconduct and Walter's
innocence, is compelled to rule in Walter's favor, setting the stage for his eventual release from
death row.

Chapter 13: Recovery

Walter McMillian is finally released from death row, after six years of wrongful incarceration.
Stevenson describes the emotional moment of his freedom and the initial joy, but also the
profound challenges Walter faces in adjusting to life outside prison. Walter struggles with the
psychological trauma of his experience, the loss of his business and family relationships, and the
difficulty of navigating a changed world. This chapter highlights that freedom is not a simple
solution for exonerees; they often receive little support and must contend with lasting emotional
and physical scars. Stevenson emphasizes the ongoing need for compassion and assistance for
those who have been unjustly imprisoned.

Chapter 14: Broken

Stevenson reflects on the long-term consequences of wrongful convictions and the systemic
issues that persist even after an individual is exonerated. He details Walter McMillian's declining
health, both physical and mental, as he struggles with dementia and the lingering trauma of his
time on death row. Walter eventually passes away, never fully recovering from his ordeal. This
chapter underscores the devastating, irreversible damage inflicted by a flawed justice system.
Stevenson uses Walter's story to emphasize the ongoing work of EJI in fighting for systemic
reform, advocating for better support for exonerees, and challenging the death penalty and
extreme sentencing practices that disproportionately affect the poor and people of color.

Epilogue: Mercy
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In the epilogue, Stevenson offers his concluding reflections on the themes of justice, mercy, and
redemption. He emphasizes the importance of "proximity" - getting close to those who are
suffering and marginalized - as essential for understanding injustice and inspiring change. He
argues that true justice requires not only fairness but also compassion and a willingness to
acknowledge the humanity of all individuals, even those society has condemned. Stevenson
reiterates the need for systemic reform, challenging the punitive culture of the American justice
system and advocating for a more hopeful and redemptive approach. He concludes with a
powerful message about the enduring power of hope and the ongoing fight for a more just and
merciful society.

Themes
* Racial injustice
* Mass incarceration
* Wrongful conviction
* Systemic bias
* Mercy and redemption

* Juvenile justice

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Just Mercy about?

"Just Mercy" is about Bryan Stevenson's work as a civil rights lawyer and founder of the Equal
Justice Initiative (EJI) in Alabama. It primarily details the wrongful conviction and death sentence
of Walter McMillian, a Black man, and explores the systemic racism, poverty, and injustice
prevalent in the American criminal justice system through various client stories.

Is Just Mercy worth reading?

Yes, "Just Mercy" is widely considered a profoundly important and impactful book. It offers a
deeply personal and unflinching look at the injustices within the U.S. legal system, particularly
concerning race and poverty. Readers praise its ability to evoke empathy, challenge
assumptions, and inspire action for a more just society.

How does Just Mercy end?

Spoiler: "Just Mercy" culminates with the successful exoneration and release of Walter McMillian,
the central figure of the book, after years of Bryan Stevenson's relentless legal efforts. While
celebrating this victory, the book also highlights the ongoing struggles of other clients and the
pervasive issues within the justice system, ending with a call for continued hope and advocacy
for mercy and justice.
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Who should read Just Mercy?

"Just Mercy" is essential reading for anyone interested in civil rights, criminal justice reform,
racial equality, and social justice. It is particularly recommended for students, legal professionals,
activists, and general readers who wish to understand the human cost of systemic injustice and
the power of dedicated advocacy.

How long does it take to read Just Mercy?

On average, it takes approximately 7 to 9 hours to read "Just Mercy" for most readers. This
estimate can vary based on individual reading speed and whether the reader pauses to reflect on
the complex legal and ethical issues presented in the book.

Best Quotes
“The opposite of poverty is not wealth; the opposite of poverty is justice.”

Chapter 1

This foundational quote, introduced early in the book, encapsulates Bryan Stevenson's core
philosophy. It argues that true societal improvement comes not from simply accumulating
resources, but from ensuring fairness and equity for all, especially the marginalized. It highlights
the systemic nature of injustice that perpetuates poverty and suffering.

“Each of us is more than the worst thing we've ever done.”

Chapter 3

This powerful statement is a recurring theme and a central tenet of Stevenson's work. It
emphasizes the inherent dignity and potential for redemption in every individual, challenging the
tendency to define people solely by their mistakes or crimes. It calls for empathy and a
recognition of human complexity, even for those who have committed serious offenses.

“We are all broken by something. We have all hurt others and been hurt. We all share the
condition of brokenness even if our brokenness is not equivalent.”

Chapter 15

Stevenson uses this concept to foster understanding and compassion. He argues that
recognizing our shared human vulnerability and imperfections can help us connect with and
show mercy to others, rather than judging them harshly. It underscores the idea that everyone
carries burdens and experiences pain, creating a basis for empathy.

“You can't understand most of the important things from a distance, Bryan. You have to
get close.”
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Chapter 1

This advice, attributed to Rosa Parks, profoundly influenced Stevenson's approach. It stresses the
importance of proximity—getting close to the people and problems one seeks to understand and
help. It means moving beyond abstract theories to engage directly with suffering, which
Stevenson believes is essential for effective advocacy and true justice.

“We have a system of justice in this country that treats you much better if you're rich and
guilty than if you're poor and innocent.”

Chapter 1

This stark observation highlights the systemic bias within the American legal system. Stevenson
argues that economic status, rather than actual guilt or innocence, often dictates legal
outcomes. It exposes how poverty exacerbates vulnerability to wrongful conviction and harsh
sentencing, making justice inaccessible for many.

“The true measure of our character is how we treat the poor, the disfavored, the
incarcerated, and the condemned.”

Chapter 1

Stevenson posits that a society's moral integrity is not reflected in how it treats its privileged
members, but in its compassion and fairness towards its most vulnerable. This quote serves as a
moral compass, urging readers to examine their own values and the collective values of their
communities regarding justice and human dignity.

“Fear and anger are a threat to justice; they can infect our hearts and minds and make us
willing to tolerate things that are just wrong.”

Chapter 1

Stevenson frequently warns against the corrosive effects of fear and anger on the pursuit of
justice. He argues that these emotions can lead to irrational decisions, punitive policies, and a
willingness to overlook due process or human rights, ultimately undermining the very principles
of a fair legal system.

“The death penalty is not about whether people deserve to die for the crimes they commit.
The real question of capital punishment in this country is, Do we deserve to kill?”

Chapter 1
This provocative rephrasing challenges the conventional debate around capital punishment.

Stevenson shifts the focus from the culpability of the accused to the moral responsibility of
society. He questions whether a just society should engage in state-sanctioned killing, regardless
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of the severity of the crime, urging a deeper ethical reflection.

“Proximity to the condemned and the incarcerated can change you.”

Chapter 1

This quote underscores the transformative power of direct engagement with those on society's
margins. Stevenson believes that personal interaction breaks down stereotypes, fosters
empathy, and reveals the humanity of individuals often dehumanized by the system. This
proximity is crucial for inspiring advocacy and reform.

“Mercy is not something you have or don't have; it's something you do.”

Chapter 15

Stevenson defines mercy as an active, intentional practice rather than a passive feeling or
inherent trait. It implies a conscious choice to extend compassion, forgiveness, and
understanding, especially in situations where it might seem undeserved. This perspective
encourages concrete actions of empathy and justice.

“We are all implicated when we allow other people to be mistreated.”

Chapter 1

This statement highlights the collective responsibility for injustice. Stevenson argues that silence
or inaction in the face of mistreatment makes everyone complicit. It challenges readers to
recognize their role in upholding or challenging systems of oppression, emphasizing that justice
is a shared societal burden.

“The power of just mercy is that it belongs to the undeserving. It's when mercy is least
expected that it's most potent.”

Chapter 15

Stevenson explains that true mercy is most impactful when extended to those society deems
least worthy. This radical idea challenges retributive justice, suggesting that offering compassion
where it is least expected can be a powerful force for healing, redemption, and breaking cycles of
violence and punishment.

“There is a strength, a power, in being able to say, 'This is not right.”

Chapter 1
This quote speaks to the courage required to challenge injustice. Stevenson emphasizes the

moral clarity and fortitude needed to speak truth to power, even when facing overwhelming
opposition. It empowers individuals to stand up against wrongs, asserting the importance of
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moral conviction in the fight for justice.

“I've learned that the greatest problem of poverty is not the absence of wealth but the
absence of justice.”

Chapter 1

This reiterates a core theme, emphasizing that poverty is often a symptom of systemic injustice
rather than merely a lack of money. Stevenson argues that addressing the root causes of
inequality and ensuring fair treatment for all is more fundamental to alleviating suffering than
simply providing financial aid.

“We've got to be willing to stand up for people who are condemned, for people who are
disfavored, for people who are poor, for people who are incarcerated.”

Chapter 1

This is a call to action, outlining the mission of the Equal Justice Initiative and Stevenson's
personal commitment. It stresses the necessity of advocating for the most marginalized
members of society, those often forgotten or demonized, highlighting the moral imperative to
defend their rights and humanity.

Questions & Answers
What is the central argument of 'Just Mercy'?

The central argument of 'Just Mercy' is that the American criminal justice system is deeply flawed,
biased against the poor and people of color, and often driven by fear and anger rather than
justice. Bryan Stevenson argues for the necessity of mercy, compassion, and proximity to the
suffering of others as essential components for true justice and societal healing. He contends
that everyone, regardless of their past actions, deserves dignity and fair treatment.

Who is Walter McMillian, and what is his significance in the book?

Walter McMillian is a Black man from Monroeville, Alabama, who was wrongly convicted and
sentenced to death for the murder of a white woman. His case is the central narrative of 'Just
Mercy,' serving as a powerful illustration of systemic racial bias, prosecutorial misconduct, and
the injustices faced by the poor in the American South. Stevenson's fight to exonerate McMillian
forms the backbone of the book, demonstrating the challenges and triumphs of his work.

What is the Equal Justice Initiative (EJI)?

The Equal Justice Initiative (EJI) is a non-profit organization founded by Bryan Stevenson in
Montgomery, Alabama. Its mission is to provide legal representation to indigent defendants and
prisoners who have been denied fair treatment in the legal system. EJI challenges wrongful
convictions, advocates for death row inmates, and works to end mass incarceration and

https://booksummaryai.com/country/en/just-mercy Page 10



excessive punishment, while also engaging in public education on issues of racial justice.
What challenges did Bryan Stevenson face in defending Walter McMillian?

Bryan Stevenson faced numerous challenges, including deep-seated racial prejudice in rural
Alabama, a corrupt legal system, prosecutorial misconduct, and judicial indifference. He
encountered threats, intimidation, and a community largely unwilling to challenge the narrative
against McMillian. Stevenson also had to overcome a lack of resources, a hostile local press, and
the difficulty of finding credible witnesses willing to testify against powerful local figures.

How does Stevenson illustrate the concept of 'brokenness' in the book?

Stevenson illustrates 'brokenness' by showing how everyone, including victims, perpetrators,
and even those working within the justice system, carries their own wounds and imperfections.
He argues that recognizing this shared human condition allows for greater empathy and
understanding, moving beyond simplistic labels of 'good' and 'evil.' This perspective encourages
mercy and acknowledges the complex factors that contribute to people's actions and suffering.

What role does the death penalty play in ‘Just Mercy'?

Just Mercy' extensively critiques the death penalty, portraying it as a cruel, racially biased, and
often arbitrary punishment. Stevenson highlights numerous cases of innocent people on death
row and argues that capital punishment is disproportionately applied to the poor and minorities.
He questions society's moral right to execute, advocating for its abolition and emphasizing the
importance of mercy and redemption over retribution.

What does the title 'Just Mercy' mean?

The title 'Just Mercy' signifies the book's core argument that justice, to be truly just, must be
tempered with mercy. It suggests that a legal system focused solely on punishment without
compassion or an understanding of human brokenness fails to achieve true justice. Stevenson
advocates for a system where fairness, equity, and empathy are integrated, ensuring that even
those who have committed wrongs are treated with dignity and offered opportunities for
redemption.

Who are some of the other clients Stevenson introduces, and why are their stories
included?

Stevenson introduces clients like Joe Sullivan, a child sentenced to life without parole; Antonio
Nunez, a young boy tried as an adult; and Marsha, a woman with mental illness. Their stories are
included to demonstrate the widespread injustices beyond Walter McMillian's case, highlighting
issues such as juvenile life without parole, the criminalization of mental iliness, and the
disproportionate sentencing of the poor and vulnerable. These narratives broaden the scope of
EJI's work and the systemic problems Stevenson addresses.
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How does Stevenson connect the history of slavery and racial injustice to the modern
justice system?

Stevenson meticulously connects the legacy of slavery, Jim Crow laws, and racial terror to the
contemporary American justice system. He argues that mass incarceration and the
disproportionate punishment of Black people are direct descendants of these historical forms of
racial control. He shows how racial bias, implicit and explicit, continues to permeate policing,
courts, and sentencing, perpetuating a cycle of oppression that echoes past injustices.

What is the significance of the quote 'Each of us is more than the worst thing we've ever
done'?

This quote is significant because it challenges the dehumanizing tendency to define individuals
solely by their mistakes or crimes. It promotes a more holistic view of humanity, emphasizing
that people are complex beings capable of change and redemption. For Stevenson, this
perspective is crucial for fostering empathy, advocating for fair treatment, and believing in the
potential for rehabilitation, even for those society has condemned.

What impact did Stevenson's grandmother have on his work?

Stevenson's grandmother had a profound impact on his work, instilling in him a strong sense of
purpose, resilience, and the importance of standing up for what is right. She taught him about
the power of faith, the value of treating everyone with respect, and the necessity of fighting for
justice, even when it's difficult. Her wisdom and unwavering support provided a moral
foundation for his commitment to helping the marginalized.

What is the outcome of Walter McMillian's case?

Spoiler: After years of relentless legal battles, Bryan Stevenson and the EJI successfully proved
Walter McMillian's innocence. The Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals overturned his conviction,
citing suppressed evidence and perjured testimony. McMillian was finally released from death
row in 1993, having spent six years incarcerated for a crime he did not commit. His exoneration
was a monumental victory against a deeply flawed justice system.

How does the book challenge common perceptions of criminals and the incarcerated?

The book challenges common perceptions by humanizing criminals and the incarcerated,
presenting them not as irredeemable monsters but as complex individuals often shaped by
poverty, trauma, mental iliness, and systemic injustice. Stevenson shares their stories,
highlighting their humanity, their struggles, and their capacity for hope and redemption, thereby
dismantling stereotypes and fostering empathy in the reader.

What lessons can readers take away from 'Just Mercy'?

Readers can take away several lessons, including the importance of fighting for justice for the
marginalized, the power of empathy and proximity to suffering, and the need to challenge
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systemic inequalities. The book teaches that mercy is an active choice, that everyone deserves
dignity, and that fear and anger can corrupt justice. It inspires readers to advocate for reform
and believe in the possibility of a more just and compassionate society.

What is the importance of 'proximity’ in Stevenson's work?

Proximity is paramount in Stevenson's work, meaning the act of getting close to those who are
suffering and marginalized. He argues that true understanding and effective advocacy cannot
happen from a distance. By being physically and emotionally present with his clients, Stevenson
gains insight into their humanity, their struggles, and the systemic injustices they face, which
fuels his commitment and informs his strategies for change.

How does the book portray the role of fear and anger in the justice system?

The book portrays fear and anger as destructive forces that often drive the justice system,
leading to harsh, unjust, and irrational outcomes. Stevenson argues that these emotions, often
fueled by racial prejudice and sensationalized crime, lead to policies like mandatory minimums
and the death penalty, and contribute to wrongful convictions. He advocates for replacing fear
and anger with compassion and a commitment to fairness.

What is the ultimate goal of the Equal Justice Initiative as depicted in the book?

As depicted in the book, the ultimate goal of the Equal Justice Initiative (EJI) is not just to win
individual cases, but to fundamentally transform the American justice system. EJI aims to end
mass incarceration, challenge racial and economic injustice, protect basic human rights for the
most vulnerable, and create a society where justice is truly equal for all, rooted in mercy and
compassion rather than punishment and prejudice.
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