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Overview

Lauren Gamble's "It's Her Story Josephine Baker" introduces young readers to the extraordinary
life of Josephine Baker, a trailblazing entertainer, war hero, and civil rights activist. The book
chronicles Baker's journey from a childhood of poverty and discrimination in St. Louis, Missouri,
to becoming a global superstar in Paris, France. It highlights her groundbreaking performances,
which challenged racial stereotypes while captivating audiences worldwide.

The narrative emphasizes Baker's unwavering commitment to justice and equality. It details her
courageous work as a spy for the French Resistance during World War II, for which she received
military honors. Later, the book focuses on her passionate activism in the American Civil Rights
Movement, where she refused to perform in segregated venues and spoke alongside Martin
Luther King Jr. The book aims to inspire children by showcasing how Baker used her fame and
influence to fight for a more just world, adopting children from diverse backgrounds to form her
famous "Rainbow Tribe" as a living testament to her dream of universal brotherhood.

Key Takeaways

* Josephine Baker overcame significant early life challenges, including poverty and racial
discrimination, to achieve international stardom.

* She revolutionized entertainment in Paris, using her unique style to break barriers and
challenge perceptions of Black performers.

* Baker was a courageous spy for the French Resistance during World War II, risking her life to
aid the Allied cause.

* She was a fierce advocate for civil rights, refusing to perform for segregated audiences and
actively participating in the movement in the United States.

* Baker's "Rainbow Tribe," her adopted family of children from various nationalities and
religions, symbolized her vision for a world without prejudice.

* Her life demonstrates how art and activism can be powerfully combined to create lasting
social change.

Chapter Summaries

Early Life in St. Louis
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This chapter introduces Josephine Baker's challenging beginnings in St. Louis, Missouri, in 1906.
It describes her childhood marked by poverty, racial segregation, and early experiences with
discrimination. Readers learn about her resourcefulness and determination from a young age, as
she began working to help her family and discovered her innate talent for performance in local
street acts and small theater groups, dreaming of a life beyond her difficult circumstances.

From Vaudeville to Paris

The book traces Josephine's early career in American vaudeville and on Broadway, where she
honed her comedic timing and dancing skills. Despite her talent, she faced significant racial
barriers in the United States. This chapter details her pivotal decision to move to Paris in 1925,
where she found a more accepting environment and the opportunity to truly shine, setting the
stage for her legendary rise to fame in Europe.

The Star of the Folies Bergére

This section highlights Josephine Baker's meteoric rise to stardom in Paris. It describes her iconic
performances at the Folies Bergere, particularly her famous banana skirt dance, which
captivated audiences and made her an instant sensation. The chapter explores how she became
a symbol of the Jazz Age and a celebrated figure in French culture, embracing her unique style
and challenging conventional notions of beauty and performance.

War Hero and Resistance Fighter

During World War II, Josephine Baker put her fame and life on the line for France. This chapter
details her courageous work as a spy for the French Resistance, using her celebrity status to
gather intelligence and transport secret messages. It covers her unwavering loyalty to her
adopted country and the recognition she received for her bravery, including the Croix de Guerre
and the Légion d'honneur.

Fighting for Civil Rights

After the war, Josephine Baker turned her attention to fighting racial injustice in her home
country, the United States. This chapter describes her activism during the Civil Rights Movement,
where she refused to perform in segregated venues and spoke out against discrimination. It
highlights her participation in the March on Washington and her powerful speeches advocating
for equality, demonstrating her commitment to social change.

A Mother to the Rainbow Tribe

This section explores Josephine Baker's personal mission to create a global family. It details her
adoption of twelve children from different nationalities and religions, whom she called her
"Rainbow Tribe." The chapter illustrates her vision of a world free from prejudice and her efforts
to raise her children as a living example of universal brotherhood and understanding,
showcasing her profound humanitarian spirit.

https://booksummaryai.com/country/en/it-s-her-story-josephine-baker Page 2



Legacy of a Legend

The final chapter reflects on Josephine Baker's enduring legacy. It summarizes her impact as a
groundbreaking entertainer, a courageous war hero, and a tireless civil rights activist. The book
emphasizes how her life continues to inspire people to fight for justice, embrace diversity, and
use their talents for the greater good, cementing her place as an icon of the 20th century.

Themes

* Resilience

* Performance
« Civil Rights

* Activism

* Identity

Frequently Asked Questions

What is It's Her Story Josephine Baker about?

It's Her Story Josephine Baker is a non-fiction book for young readers that chronicles the life of
Josephine Baker. It covers her journey from a difficult childhood in St. Louis to becoming a
celebrated entertainer in Paris, her courageous work as a spy during WWII, and her lifelong
dedication to fighting for civil rights and equality.

Is It's Her Story Josephine Baker worth reading?

Yes, it is worth reading, especially for young readers. The book offers an inspiring and accessible
introduction to Josephine Baker's remarkable life, highlighting her resilience, talent, and
unwavering commitment to justice. It's an engaging way to learn about an important historical
figure who made significant contributions to entertainment and social change.

How does It's Her Story Josephine Baker end?

Spoiler: The book ends by reflecting on Josephine Baker's lasting legacy as a groundbreaking
entertainer, a decorated war hero, and a passionate civil rights activist. It emphasizes how her
life, particularly her creation of the "Rainbow Tribe" and her advocacy for equality, continues to
inspire people to fight for a more just and inclusive world.

Who should read It's Her Story Josephine Baker?

This book is ideal for young readers, particularly those aged 6-9, who are interested in history,
biographies, and stories of inspiring women. It's also suitable for parents and educators looking
for engaging non-fiction that introduces themes of overcoming adversity, social justice, and the
performing arts in an age-appropriate manner.
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How long does it take to read It's Her Story Josephine Baker?

Given its target audience and typical length for the "It's Her Story" series, it would likely take a
reader approximately 20-30 minutes to read "It's Her Story Josephine Baker" from start to finish.
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