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Overview
Bukola Adeyemi Oyeniyi's "Internal Migration in Nigeria: A Positive Contribution to Human
Development" challenges the prevailing negative perception of internal migration within Nigeria.
The book argues that, far from being solely a problem leading to urban congestion or rural
depopulation, internal movement of people is a vital engine for human development across the
nation. Oyeniyi meticulously explores how migration facilitates the redistribution of labor, skills,
and capital, thereby fostering economic growth, improving access to education and healthcare,
and enhancing overall living standards for both migrants and non-migrants in origin and
destination areas.

Through a comprehensive analysis, the author delves into the various drivers of internal
migration, including economic opportunities, environmental factors, and social networks, while
also examining its multifaceted impacts. The book provides empirical evidence and theoretical
frameworks to demonstrate how remittances, skill transfer, and diversification of livelihoods
contribute significantly to poverty reduction and human capital formation. Ultimately, Oyeniyi
advocates for a paradigm shift in policy-making, urging Nigerian authorities to recognize and
harness the developmental potential of internal migration rather than attempting to restrict or
suppress it, thereby promoting more effective and humane governance strategies.

Key Takeaways
• Internal migration in Nigeria should be viewed as a significant contributor to human
development, not merely a societal burden.

• Policymakers must shift from restrictive approaches to strategies that leverage the positive
impacts of internal migration for national development.

• Migration facilitates the redistribution of human and financial capital, leading to improved
socio-economic conditions in both sending and receiving communities.

• Understanding the diverse drivers of internal migration, including economic, environmental,
and social factors, is crucial for effective policy formulation.

• The transfer of skills and remittances by migrants plays a vital role in poverty reduction and
human capital development across Nigeria.
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• Investing in infrastructure and social services in destination areas can help manage the
challenges associated with increased population density due to migration.

• Promoting safe and orderly migration pathways can maximize the benefits of internal
movement while mitigating potential risks for migrants.

Chapter Summaries
Introduction: Reframing Internal Migration

This chapter sets the stage by introducing the pervasive phenomenon of internal migration in
Nigeria and challenging the dominant narrative that often portrays it negatively. Oyeniyi outlines
the book's central argument: that internal migration is a positive force for human development.
It details the research questions, scope, and methodology, emphasizing the need for a nuanced
understanding of migration's contributions to socio-economic progress and human capital
formation across the country.

Theoretical Underpinnings: Migration and Development

Oyeniyi explores the theoretical frameworks that link migration to human development. This
chapter reviews established migration theories, such as neoclassical economics, new economics
of labor migration, and cumulative causation, alongside concepts of human development. It
establishes a robust conceptual foundation for understanding how the movement of people
within national borders can drive improvements in living standards, education, health, and
economic opportunities, moving beyond simplistic push-pull factors.

Patterns and Drivers of Internal Migration in Nigeria

This section provides an empirical overview of internal migration patterns within Nigeria. It
identifies the key drivers, including the search for better economic opportunities, educational
pursuits, environmental pressures, conflict, and social networks. The chapter analyzes
demographic trends, major migration corridors (e.g., rural-urban), and the characteristics of
migrants, offering a comprehensive picture of who moves, where they go, and why, based on
available data and case studies.

Socio-Economic Contributions to Origin and Destination Areas

Oyeniyi meticulously details the positive socio-economic impacts of internal migration. This
includes the role of remittances in boosting household incomes and investments in origin areas,
and the provision of labor and entrepreneurial skills in destination areas. The chapter
demonstrates how migration fosters economic diversification, reduces pressure on local
resources in sending communities, and stimulates local economies in receiving areas,
contributing to overall national development.

Human Development Outcomes and Challenges
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This chapter examines how internal migration directly influences human development indicators
such as access to education, healthcare, and improved living conditions. It highlights how
migrants often gain better access to social services and economic opportunities, which in turn
can benefit their families and communities. While emphasizing the positive, Oyeniyi also
addresses the challenges, such as strain on urban infrastructure, social integration issues, and
potential exploitation, acknowledging the complexities involved.

Policy Frameworks and Recommendations

The book concludes with a critical analysis of existing migration policies in Nigeria and offers
concrete recommendations for future policy directions. Oyeniyi advocates for policies that
recognize and leverage the developmental potential of internal migration, rather than focusing
on control or restriction. Recommendations include investing in infrastructure, promoting
migrant rights, facilitating skill recognition, and fostering inter-state cooperation to maximize
the benefits of migration for human development.

Conclusion: Towards a Positive Migration Narrative

The final chapter summarizes the book's core arguments and findings, reiterating that internal
migration is a significant and often underestimated positive force for human development in
Nigeria. It calls for a fundamental shift in public discourse and policy, encouraging a more
appreciative and strategic approach to internal mobility. Oyeniyi emphasizes the potential for
Nigeria to harness migration as a tool for sustainable development and inclusive growth in the
future.

Themes
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• Socio-economic Impact

• Policy Reform

Frequently Asked Questions
What is Internal Migration in Nigeria: A Positive Contribution to Human Development
about?

The book argues that internal migration within Nigeria is a positive force for human
development, challenging the common view that it's solely problematic. It explores how
migration redistributes labor, skills, and capital, fostering economic growth, improving access to
services, and enhancing living standards in both origin and destination areas across the country.
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Is Internal Migration in Nigeria: A Positive Contribution to Human Development worth
reading?

Yes, it is highly recommended for anyone interested in Nigerian development, migration studies,
or social policy. The book offers a well-researched, nuanced perspective that re-evaluates the
role of internal migration, providing valuable insights for academics, policymakers, and
development practitioners seeking to understand and harness its potential.

Who should read Internal Migration in Nigeria: A Positive Contribution to Human
Development?

This book is essential reading for scholars and students of demography, geography,
development studies, and public policy, particularly those focusing on Africa. Policymakers,
government officials, and non-governmental organizations working on migration, urbanization,
or human development in Nigeria will also find its arguments and recommendations highly
relevant.

How long does it take to read Internal Migration in Nigeria: A Positive Contribution to
Human Development?

Given its academic nature and comprehensive analysis, an average reader can expect to spend
approximately 300 to 400 minutes (5 to 6.5 hours) to read "Internal Migration in Nigeria: A
Positive Contribution to Human Development" thoroughly.


