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Overview

Alice Sun, a scholarship student at an elite international boarding school in Beijing, faces
immense pressure to maintain her academic standing and secure a future. Her parents' financial
struggles mean her scholarship is her only path forward, and the weight of their expectations is
heavy. Her world is turned upside down when she inexplicably begins to turn invisible at random,
inconvenient moments. This new, terrifying ability threatens to expose her vulnerability and
further jeopardize her already precarious position among her wealthy, privileged classmates.

Desperate to find a solution and prevent her parents from losing their life savings, Alice forms an
unlikely partnership with Henry Li, a charming but academically struggling classmate. Henry,
who comes from an influential family, sees an opportunity to leverage Alice's invisibility.
Together, they establish a secret business, offering their peers a unique service: Alice uses her
invisibility to uncover secrets, retrieve items, and fulfill requests, while Henry manages the
logistics and client interactions. As their business thrives, Alice finds herself navigating a moral
tightrope, grappling with the ethical implications of her actions and the true cost of her
newfound power. The story explores themes of class disparity, academic pressure, the burden of
expectations, and the search for identity in a world where some are seen and others are
overlooked.

Key Takeaways
* The pressure to succeed, especially for those from less privileged backgrounds, can lead
individuals to make morally ambiguous choices.

* True visibility comes not from physical presence but from genuine connection and
understanding with others.

* Privilege can blind individuals to the struggles of others, creating a stark divide in perception
and experience.

* Monetizing one's unique abilities, even if seemingly harmless, can lead to unforeseen ethical
dilemmas and personal compromises.

* Authentic friendship often requires vulnerability and a willingness to see beyond superficial
appearances or social status.

* Navigating a dual identity, whether literal or metaphorical, can be isolating but also offers a
unique perspective on the world.
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* The pursuit of financial stability and academic success can sometimes overshadow personal
well-being and moral integrity.

Chapter Summaries
Chapters 1-3: The Price of Vision

Alice Sun, a scholarship student at the elite Airington Academy in Beijing, discovers she can see
monetary values hovering above people's heads. This ability is overwhelming and a constant
reminder of her family's financial struggles, particularly her mother's mounting medical bills. She
tries to ignore the glowing numbers, which range from small change to millions, but they intrude
on every interaction, highlighting the vast wealth disparity among her peers. Alice feels
increasingly isolated and burdened by this secret, struggling to reconcile her new perception
with her desire to fit in and maintain her academic standing. Her initial attempts to understand
or control the ability are futile, leaving her feeling like an outsider in a world obsessed with status
and money.

Chapters 4-7: A Business Proposition

Desperate for money to help her family, Alice realizes her unique vision could be a lucrative
asset. She reluctantly approaches Henry Li, a popular, wealthy, and academically brilliant student
known for his connections and entrepreneurial spirit. Henry, intrigued by her ability, proposes a
partnership: they will start a "ghost" business, where Alice uses her sight to solve problems for
other students for a fee, with Henry handling the logistics, client interactions, and payment. Their
first few cases involve relatively minor issues, such as finding lost items or exposing small-scale
deceptions, allowing them to test the waters and establish their clandestine operation within the
school.

Chapters 8-12: Establishing the Ghost Business

Alice and Henry's "ghost" business quickly gains traction among Airington's students. They take
on more diverse and complex cases, from helping students navigate social dilemmas to
uncovering secrets that could impact reputations or academic standing. Their partnership
becomes more refined, with Henry acting as the public face and strategist, while Alice provides
the crucial insights from her vision. They develop a system for discreetly accepting requests and
delivering results, building a reputation for efficiency and secrecy. Despite the ethical
ambiguities, Alice finds a sense of purpose and a means to alleviate her family's financial burden,
while Henry enjoys the challenge and the thrill of their illicit enterprise.

Chapters 13-17: Growing Pains and Personal Stakes

As the ghost business flourishes, Alice faces increasing pressure. The demand for their services
grows, leading to higher-stakes problems and more significant ethical dilemmas. She struggles
to balance her academic responsibilities, her family's needs, and the demands of their secret
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operation. Her relationship with Henry deepens beyond a mere business partnership; they begin
to confide in each other, sharing vulnerabilities and offering mutual support. Moments of
genuine connection and burgeoning romantic tension emerge, complicating their professional
arrangement. Alice also grapples with the emotional toll of seeing everyone's "price," which
often reveals uncomfortable truths about her peers and the school's social hierarchy.

Chapters 18-22: The Rise of a Rival

A mysterious competitor, known only as the "Ghost King," emerges, offering similar "ghost"
services but with more aggressive and often morally questionable methods. The Ghost King
directly challenges Alice and Henry's business, undercutting their prices and even attempting to
poach their clients. This new threat introduces a layer of danger and urgency, forcing Alice and
Henry to strategize more carefully to protect their operation and their clients' trust. The rivalry
escalates, with the Ghost King leaving cryptic messages and demonstrating an unsettling
knowledge of Airington's inner workings, making Alice and Henry suspect the rival is someone
within their own school.

Chapters 23-27: Unmasking the Competitor

Alice and Henry intensify their efforts to uncover the identity of the Ghost King. They
meticulously analyze the rival's tactics, client base, and the nature of the problems they solve,
searching for clues that could reveal their true identity. Suspicions fall on various students,
creating tension and distrust within their social circles. The competition becomes a
cat-and-mouse game, with the Ghost King actively trying to expose Alice and Henry's secret,
leading to several close calls. Alice uses her vision to gather information, while Henry leverages
his network, as they race against time to unmask their rival before their own operation is
compromised.

Chapters 28-32: Betrayal and Exposure

The identity of the Ghost King is dramatically revealed, proving to be someone unexpected and
close to their circle, leading to a profound sense of betrayal. This revelation triggers a major
crisis, as the Ghost King's actions directly threaten to expose Alice and Henry's entire ghost
business to the school authorities. The stakes become incredibly high, with the threat of
expulsion, severe academic penalties, and public humiliation looming over them. Alice and Henry
must confront the emotional fallout of this betrayal while simultaneously scrambling to protect
their secret and mitigate the damage caused by their rival's machinations.

Chapters 33-37: Confrontation and Fallout

Alice and Henry face the immediate and severe consequences of the Ghost King's actions and the
near-exposure of their business. They confront the Ghost King directly, leading to an intense and
emotionally charged showdown where motives are revealed and past grievances come to light.
The school administration begins to investigate the rumors and incidents surrounding the
"ghost" services, putting Alice and Henry under immense scrutiny. They must navigate a delicate
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balance of protecting their secret, dealing with the fallout among their peers, and trying to
salvage their academic futures, all while their personal relationship is tested by the immense
pressure.

Chapters 38-40: Resolution and New Beginnings

The main conflict with the Ghost King is resolved, though not without lasting repercussions for
Alice and Henry. They manage to protect their secret from full exposure, but their ghost business
is irrevocably changed, and their experiences have profoundly impacted them. The ending
explores the evolution of Alice's relationship with Henry, which has been forged through shared
secrets and challenges, solidifying their bond. Alice comes to a deeper understanding and
acceptance of her unique ability, recognizing its power and its burdens. The final chapters reflect
on their growth, the lessons learned about wealth, power, and integrity, and hint at a new, more
mature chapter in their lives at Airington Academy.

Themes

* Class disparity

* Academic pressure

+ Identity and belonging
* Moral compromise

* Friendship and trust

* The burden of expectations

Frequently Asked Questions
What is if you could see the sun about?

The book follows Alice Sun, a scholarship student at an elite Beijing boarding school, who
suddenly starts turning invisible. To save her family from financial ruin, she partners with
wealthy classmate Henry Li to run a secret business, using her invisibility to fulfill requests and
uncover secrets for their peers. It explores themes of class, privilege, and identity.

Is if you could see the sun worth reading?

Yes, it is worth reading for its unique premise and compelling exploration of relevant themes.
Readers who enjoy young adult contemporary novels with a touch of magical realism, strong
character development, and a critical look at societal pressures will find it engaging. It offers a
fresh perspective on the challenges faced by students in highly competitive environments.

How does if you could see the sun end?
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Spoiler: Alice's secret business and invisibility are eventually exposed, leading to a confrontation
with her family, Henry, and the school. She faces the consequences of her choices but ultimately
chooses a path of integrity over continued deception. She finds a way to embrace her unique
identity and forge her own future, no longer defined by her invisibility or external pressures, and
her relationship with Henry evolves.

Who should read if you could see the sun?

This book is ideal for young adult readers, particularly those interested in contemporary fiction
with elements of fantasy. It will appeal to anyone who enjoys stories about navigating
high-pressure academic environments, exploring themes of class and privilege, and examining
the complexities of friendship and identity. Fans of character-driven narratives will also
appreciate it.

How long does it take to read if you could see the sun?

On average, it takes approximately 5 to 7 hours to read 'If You Could See the Sun'. This estimate
can vary based on individual reading speed and engagement with the story.

Best Quotes

“Secrets were currency, and I was rich.”

This line, an internal thought from Alice Sun, reflects her initial perspective after discovering her
ability to see people's secrets. It highlights her pragmatic and desperate motivation to use her
newfound power to earn money and pay off her family's debt, viewing secrets as a valuable
commodity in her world.

“The truth was a luxury I couldn't afford.”

Alice Sun's internal thought, this line encapsulates her struggle with morality and her family's
financial hardship. It explains why she feels compelled to exploit her ability, suggesting that in
her circumstances, honesty and ethical purity are privileges she cannot indulge in.

“Every secret had a price, and every price had a consequence.”

This quote serves as a central theme throughout the novel, reflecting Alice's growing
understanding of the complex repercussions of her actions. It highlights that while secrets can
be bought and sold, the emotional and social costs for everyone involved are often far-reaching
and unpredictable.

“The sun was a lie, a gilded cage.”

This powerful line refers to the prestigious, seemingly perfect Northwood School, where Alice is a
scholarship student. It suggests that beneath the opulent facade and the 'golden' opportunities,
the school harbors dark secrets and traps its students, particularly those from less privileged
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backgrounds, in a system of pretense.

“We were two sides of the same coin, both trying to survive in a world that wasn't built for
us.”

This reflects Alice's realization about her connection with Henry Li. Despite their different
backgrounds, both are outsiders at Northwood, navigating a system designed for the wealthy
elite. It underscores their shared struggle and the bond that forms between them as they
uncover the school's secrets.

“Maybe some secrets were better left buried.”

Alice's evolving perspective as she delves deeper into the school's mysteries and the personal

lives of others. This line signifies her growing awareness of the destructive potential of certain
truths, suggesting that not all revelations lead to positive outcomes, and some knowledge can
cause more harm than good.

“I didn't want to be a ghost in my own life anymore.”

This quote expresses Alice's deep desire for agency and recognition. As a scholarship student
often overlooked or underestimated, she feels invisible. Her ability to see secrets, initially a
burden, becomes a means to assert her presence and make an impact, moving beyond her
passive existence.

“He saw me, really saw me, for the first time.”

This line describes a pivotal moment in Alice's relationship with Henry Li. It signifies the
development of a genuine connection where Alice feels truly understood and valued, not just for
her abilities or her background, but for who she is as a person, fostering intimacy and trust
between them.

Questions & Answers

What is Alice Sun's unique ability in "If You Could See the Sun"?

Alice Sun develops a mysterious ability to see "auras" around people, which reveal their deepest,
darkest secrets. These secrets manifest as shimmering, colored lights visible only to her. This
power is both a gift and a curse, allowing her to uncover hidden truths but also burdening her
with knowledge she often wishes she didn't possess, fundamentally altering her perception of
everyone around her.

Why does Alice decide to start selling secrets at Northwood School?

Alice is a scholarship student from a working-class background, and her family is burdened by
significant debt. When her parents' financial struggles worsen, she sees her newfound ability to
see secrets as a desperate means to earn money. She begins selling information to her wealthy
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classmates, hoping to pay off her family's debt and secure her future, despite the moral
compromises involved.

Who is Henry Li, and what is his initial relationship with Alice?

Henry Li is a popular, enigmatic, and wealthy student at Northwood, known for his academic
prowess and seemingly perfect life. Initially, he and Alice are rivals, especially in academics.
However, Henry discovers Alice's secret-selling business and blackmails her into a partnership,
forcing them to work together to uncover deeper secrets within the school, particularly those
related to the mysterious "ghost."

What is the significance of the "ghost" at Northwood School?

The "ghost" refers to a former student who mysteriously disappeared years ago, a scandal that
the school administration has meticulously covered up. The ghost's story becomes central to
Alice and Henry's investigation, as they uncover a web of lies, corruption, and privilege that led to
the student's disappearance. It symbolizes the dark underbelly of the seemingly perfect
institution.

What are the main themes explored in "If You Could See the Sun"?

The novel explores themes of class disparity and privilege, particularly within elite educational
institutions. It delves into the moral complexities of secrets, truth, and deception, examining the
consequences of both revealing and keeping them. Other key themes include ambition, identity,
the pressure to succeed, and the evolving nature of friendship and trust in a cutthroat
environment.

How does Alice's relationship with Henry evolve throughout the book?

Their relationship evolves from initial rivalry and forced partnership, fueled by blackmail, into a
deep and complex bond. As they work together, they develop mutual respect, trust, and
eventually romantic feelings. They become each other's confidantes and allies, navigating the
moral ambiguities of their actions and supporting each other through the revelations they
uncover about Northwood.

What moral dilemmas does Alice face regarding her ability?

Alice grapples with the ethics of exploiting others' secrets for personal gain, even if her
motivation is to help her family. She questions whether she has the right to expose private
information, and she struggles with the guilt and consequences of her actions. As she uncovers
more damaging truths, she must decide between self-preservation, loyalty, and doing what is
morally right.

What does the title "If You Could See the Sun" symbolize in the context of the story?

The title symbolizes the deceptive facade of Northwood School and the lives of its privileged
students. "The Sun" represents the outward appearance of perfection, success, and happiness.
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However, the phrase "If You Could See the Sun" implies that this brightness is often a cover for
hidden darkness, secrets, and corruption, suggesting that true understanding requires looking
beyond the surface.

How does Alice's family situation influence her decisions at Northwood?

Alice's family's severe financial struggles are the primary driver for her actions. Her parents'
mounting debt and the pressure to secure their future compel her to use her ability to see
secrets to earn money. Her deep love and loyalty to her family override her initial moral
reservations, pushing her to make difficult and often compromising choices.

What role do the wealthy students play in the narrative?

The wealthy students at Northwood represent the privileged elite, often oblivious to or complicit
in the school's darker secrets. They are both Alice's clients and her targets, embodying the class
disparities she observes. Their secrets often reveal a superficiality or hidden vulnerability
beneath their polished exteriors, highlighting the pressures and expectations they also face.

What is the climax of "If You Could See the Sun"?

The climax occurs when Alice and Henry finally expose the truth behind the "ghost" and the
school's extensive cover-up. This involves confronting the powerful figures responsible for the
student's disappearance and revealing the systemic corruption within Northwood. The revelation
leads to significant upheaval, challenging the school's reputation and forcing accountability.

Spoiler: How does the book end for Alice and Henry?

Spoiler: The book ends with Alice and Henry having successfully exposed the truth about
Northwood's secrets, leading to significant changes within the school's administration and
policies. While they face consequences for their actions, they emerge with a stronger bond,
having found a sense of justice and a deeper understanding of themselves and each other. Their
future together is implied to be hopeful, built on their shared experiences and mutual support.

What does Alice learn about privilege and power by the end of the book?

Alice learns that privilege often comes with a hidden cost and that power can corrupt, leading to
cover-ups and injustices. She realizes that the wealthy elite at Northwood, while seemingly
untouchable, are also bound by their own expectations and secrets. She understands that true
power lies not just in wealth, but in truth and the courage to expose it, regardless of one's social
standing.

How does the author use the boarding school setting to enhance the story?

The isolated, high-pressure boarding school setting creates a microcosm of society, intensifying
themes of class, competition, and secrets. Its insular nature allows for the development of a
tight-knit, yet often cutthroat, community where rumors and hidden truths thrive. The opulent
environment starkly contrasts with Alice's background, highlighting the disparities and making
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the stakes of her secret-selling even higher.
How does Alice's perception of secrets change throughout the book?

Initially, Alice views secrets pragmatically, as a commodity to be sold for financial gain. As the
story progresses, she realizes their profound impact, understanding that secrets can be both
protective and destructive. She learns that some truths are better left unsaid, while others are
vital for justice, and that the act of revealing or keeping a secret carries significant moral weight
and consequences.

What is the role of the "secret society"” or powerful group within Northwood?

The "secret society" or powerful group within Northwood, often composed of influential alumni
and board members, is responsible for maintaining the school's pristine image at all costs. They
orchestrate cover-ups, manipulate events, and exert control to protect their own interests and
the institution's reputation, ultimately being the antagonists Alice and Henry must expose.

What is one key lesson readers can take away from Alice’'s journey?

One key lesson is that truth and justice often come at a cost, and standing up against powerful
systems requires immense courage. Alice's journey highlights the moral complexities of difficult
choices, demonstrating that while intentions may be good, the path to achieving them can be
fraught with ethical dilemmas. It encourages readers to question appearances and seek deeper
truths.
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