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Overview
Farah Naz Rishi's "I Hope You Get This Message" is a young adult science fiction novel that
plunges two teenagers, Sam and Jesse, into a race against time when humanity receives a
message from an alien race, the Voli, declaring Earth's destruction in seven days. The narrative
alternates between their perspectives as they navigate personal quests amidst global panic.
Sam, a Pakistani-American girl, is desperate to contact her estranged older sister, Rina, who
disappeared after a family tragedy. She believes Rina holds the key to understanding their past
and finding peace before the end.

Simultaneously, Jesse, a Korean-American boy, embarks on a journey to find his birth mother,
whom he has never met. He carries a deep sense of abandonment and hopes to confront her
and understand his origins before the world ceases to exist. Their paths, initially separate,
gradually converge as they both seek connection and closure. The novel explores profound
themes of family, forgiveness, identity, and the importance of human connection in the face of
an unimaginable catastrophe, ultimately asking what truly matters when time is running out.

Key Takeaways
• Cherish and actively maintain your family connections, as they provide an essential
foundation for life.

• Seek forgiveness, both for yourself and others, to find peace and closure, especially in times
of crisis.

• True identity is not solely defined by origin or past mistakes, but by the choices made and
relationships forged.

• Even in the face of global catastrophe, individual human connections and emotional
resolutions remain paramount.

• Communication, especially when difficult, is vital for healing old wounds and preventing
future regrets.

• Embrace the present and make amends, as the future is never guaranteed and
opportunities for closure can be fleeting.

Chapter Summaries
The Seven-Day Countdown Begins
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The world is thrown into chaos when a message from an alien race, the Voli, announces Earth's
impending destruction in seven days. Sam, a Pakistani-American teenager, immediately focuses
on finding her estranged sister, Rina, who vanished after a family tragedy. Jesse, a
Korean-American boy, decides to use his last week to find his birth mother, whom he has never
known, hoping for answers before the end.

Sam's Search for Rina

Sam begins her desperate search for Rina, following a trail of clues and memories. Her journey is
fraught with emotional challenges, forcing her to confront the painful past that led to her sister's
disappearance and the rift in their family. She grapples with guilt and a longing for reconciliation,
believing that finding Rina is her only path to peace.

Jesse's Quest for Identity

Jesse travels across the country, piecing together information about his birth mother. His quest is
driven by a need to understand why he was given up for adoption and to find a sense of
belonging before the world ends. He faces rejection and difficult truths, but remains determined
to confront his past and find closure.

Paths Intersect

As Sam and Jesse pursue their individual missions, their paths unexpectedly cross. They form an
unlikely alliance, sharing their stories and supporting each other through their respective
emotional journeys. Their connection deepens as they realize they are both searching for similar
forms of reconciliation and understanding before time runs out.

Unraveling Secrets

Working together, Sam and Jesse uncover more about their families' secrets and the
circumstances that led to their current predicaments. Sam learns the full truth behind Rina's
disappearance and the complexities of her family's grief. Jesse finally locates his birth mother,
leading to a poignant and challenging confrontation that forces him to re-evaluate his
understanding of family and forgiveness.

The Final Day

With hours left until the predicted end, Sam and Jesse make their final decisions. They find a
measure of peace and resolution in their respective quests, not necessarily in perfect outcomes,
but in understanding and acceptance. The novel culminates in a poignant reflection on what it
means to be human, to connect, and to find hope even in the face of ultimate despair, leaving
the ultimate fate of Earth ambiguous but their personal journeys resolved.

Themes
• Family connection
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• Forgiveness and reconciliation

• Identity and belonging

• Apocalypse and hope

• Communication challenges

Notable Quotes
• "Seven days. That's all we have left. And what do you do with seven days?" — Reflecting on
the alien message and the limited time remaining for humanity.

• "Maybe the end of the world isn't about what you do, but who you're with." — A character
contemplating the true meaning of the final days and the importance of relationships.

• "Forgiveness isn't for the other person. It's for you." — A realization about the personal
benefit of letting go of grudges and anger.

• "Sometimes, the hardest messages to send are the ones we need to hear the most." —
Referring to the difficulty of communicating painful truths or seeking reconciliation.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is I hope you get this message about?

The book is about two teenagers, Sam and Jesse, who receive a message that Earth will be
destroyed in seven days. Sam embarks on a quest to find her estranged sister, Rina, while Jesse
searches for his birth mother. Their individual journeys for connection and closure intertwine
against the backdrop of an impending global catastrophe.

Is I hope you get this message worth reading?

Yes, it's highly regarded for its emotional depth, compelling characters, and unique premise.
Readers who enjoy character-driven stories with themes of family, forgiveness, and finding hope
in dire circumstances will find it a moving and thought-provoking read. It blends sci-fi elements
with poignant human drama.

How does I hope you get this message end?

Spoiler: The book ends with Sam and Jesse having found a measure of peace and understanding
in their respective quests, though not always the perfect resolution they initially sought. The
ultimate fate of Earth and humanity is left ambiguous, focusing instead on the emotional closure
and connections forged by the characters in their final moments.

Who should read I hope you get this message?

This book is ideal for young adult readers who appreciate emotional and character-driven
stories. Fans of light science fiction, contemporary romance, and narratives exploring themes of
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family, identity, and the importance of human connection will enjoy Farah Naz Rishi's debut
novel.

How long does it take to read I hope you get this message?

On average, it takes approximately 5 to 7 hours to read "I Hope You Get This Message." This
estimate can vary based on individual reading speed and engagement with the story.

What is the alien message in I hope you get this message?

The alien message is from a race called the Voli, and it informs humanity that Earth will be
destroyed in exactly seven days. The message is simple, direct, and leaves no room for
negotiation or escape, setting the urgent premise for the story.


