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Overview
The Secret Garden tells the story of Mary Lennox, a sickly, neglected, and ill-tempered
ten-year-old girl. Orphaned by a cholera epidemic in India, she is sent to live with her reclusive
uncle, Archibald Craven, at the vast and gloomy Misselthwaite Manor in Yorkshire, England.
Initially, Mary finds herself lonely and resentful in her new surroundings, but her curiosity is
piqued by the legend of a locked, secret garden on the estate, which has been neglected for ten
years since her uncle's wife died there. As Mary explores the manor and its grounds, she begins
to shed her sour disposition, finding solace in the natural world and forming an unlikely bond
with a friendly robin. Her transformation is catalyzed by her discovery of the secret garden's
hidden entrance and key.

Mary's journey of self-discovery deepens as she befriends Martha Sowerby, a kind maid, and
Martha's nature-loving brother, Dickon, who possesses an almost magical ability to
communicate with animals and plants. Together, they begin to restore the secret garden to its
former glory. Mary also discovers her invalid cousin, Colin Craven, who has been confined to his
room for years, believing he is dying and will become a hunchback. Colin is as spoiled and
demanding as Mary once was. Through the shared secret of the garden and the healing power of
nature, Mary, Dickon, and Colin embark on a profound journey of physical and emotional
recovery. The garden, once a symbol of grief and loss, becomes a place of rebirth, magic, and
healing, ultimately bringing joy and reconciliation to the entire Craven family.

Key Takeaways
• Embrace the power of nature to heal both physical and emotional ailments.

• Cultivate kindness and empathy, as these qualities can transform not only yourself but also
those around you.

• Seek out hidden joys and opportunities for growth, even in seemingly bleak circumstances.

• Challenge self-imposed limitations and negative beliefs to unlock your full potential.

• Understand that true happiness often comes from giving and sharing, rather than from
selfish desires.
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• Recognize that a change in environment and perspective can lead to profound personal
transformation.

• Nurture relationships with others, as companionship and mutual support are vital for
well-being.

Chapter Summaries
There Is No One Left

Mary Lennox, a neglected and sickly child living in India, is orphaned by a cholera epidemic that
claims her parents. She is subsequently sent to live with her reclusive uncle, Archibald Craven, at
Misselthwaite Manor in the desolate Yorkshire moors of England. Her initial disposition is sour,
spoiled, and unlikable, reflecting her upbringing.

Mistress Mary Quite Contrary

Mary arrives at Misselthwaite Manor, a vast, gloomy house with a hundred rooms, most of them
locked. She meets Mrs. Medlock, the strict head housekeeper, and Martha Sowerby, a kind and
talkative maid. Martha tells Mary about the late Mrs. Craven and the locked secret garden,
sparking Mary's curiosity about the mysterious estate.

The Cry in the Corridor

Mary begins to explore the extensive grounds of Misselthwaite, befriending a robin. She
discovers a hidden key and, with the robin's help, locates the entrance to the long-lost secret
garden. Later, she hears a mysterious, mournful crying sound echoing through the house, which
she is told is merely the wind.

I Am Colin

Mary finally confronts the source of the mysterious crying: her cousin, Colin Craven. Colin is a
sickly, bedridden boy who believes he is dying and will become a hunchback. Extremely spoiled
and prone to hysterics, he is as self-pitying as Mary once was. Mary, having changed herself,
challenges his negative outlook, and they begin an unusual friendship.

Dickon

Mary meets Dickon Sowerby, Martha's younger brother, a boy with an extraordinary connection
to nature and animals. Dickon's gentle spirit and deep knowledge of the natural world prove
invaluable as he helps Mary tend to the neglected secret garden, bringing it back to life with his
expertise and care.

The Magic

Colin is secretly brought to the secret garden for the first time. The fresh air, the beauty of the
burgeoning plants, and the companionship of Mary and Dickon begin to work a profound 'magic'
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on him. He feels stronger and happier than ever before, his spirits lifting dramatically.

When the Sun Began to Shine

Inspired by the garden's 'magic,' Colin makes a determined effort to walk and run, keeping his
progress a secret from the adults. His health and spirits improve dramatically, and he begins to
shed his invalid persona, embracing life and nature with newfound vigor and hope for the future.

No One Knows

The children continue their secret activities in the garden, growing stronger and happier each
day. Meanwhile, Mr. Craven, traveling abroad, receives a letter from Mrs. Sowerby hinting at
positive changes at Misselthwaite Manor, prompting him to consider returning home, drawn by
an inexplicable feeling of hope.

The Garden

Mr. Craven returns to Misselthwaite Manor, feeling an irresistible pull towards the secret garden.
He hears children's voices and, upon entering, discovers Colin, healthy and running, along with
Mary and Dickon. The family is joyfully reunited and healed, with the garden symbolizing their
collective rebirth and happiness.

Themes
• Healing power of nature

• Transformation and growth

• Importance of companionship

• Overcoming grief

• Childhood innocence

• Self-discovery

Notable Quotes
• "If you look the right way, you can see that the whole world is a garden." — Martha Sowerby
tells Mary about the beauty of the Yorkshire moors, hinting at the broader idea of finding
beauty everywhere.

• "Might I have a bit of earth, to make a garden?" — Mary asks Martha if she can have a small
plot of land, signifying her burgeoning interest in nature and creation.

• "Of course there must be a secret garden. I am sure there is." — Mary's growing conviction
and determination to find the hidden garden, fueled by her curiosity.

• "Where you tend a rose, my lad, a thistle cannot grow." — Ben Weatherstaff, the gardener,
shares this wisdom with Mary, illustrating the idea that nurturing good things leaves no room
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for bad.

• "It is a world of magic and enchantment." — Colin describes the secret garden after
experiencing its transformative power for the first time.

• "When I am a man, I shall be a great explorer, and I shall discover new countries." — Colin,
invigorated by the garden, expresses his newfound ambition and hope for the future.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is The Secret Garden about?

The Secret Garden is about Mary Lennox, an orphaned, ill-tempered girl sent to live with her
reclusive uncle. She discovers a locked, neglected garden and, with the help of a local boy,
Dickon, brings it back to life. This process, along with her friendship with her invalid cousin Colin,
transforms them all, healing their bodies and spirits through the power of nature and
companionship.

Is The Secret Garden worth reading?

Yes, The Secret Garden is widely considered a classic for its timeless themes of nature's healing
power, personal transformation, and the importance of human connection. It's a beautiful story
for all ages, offering hope and illustrating how environment and relationships can profoundly
impact well-being.

How does The Secret Garden end?

Spoiler: The book ends with Colin Craven, fully healed and able to walk and run, surprising his
father, Archibald Craven, in the secret garden. Mr. Craven, who has been traveling in grief,
returns to find his son healthy and happy, reunited with Mary and Dickon. The family is
reconciled, and the garden, once a symbol of loss, becomes a place of joy and new beginnings
for Misselthwaite Manor.

Who should read The Secret Garden?

The Secret Garden is ideal for young readers (ages 8-12) and adults who appreciate classic
children's literature, stories about personal growth, and the restorative power of nature. It's
particularly recommended for those who enjoy tales of mystery, friendship, and emotional
healing.

How long does it take to read The Secret Garden?

The Secret Garden is approximately 75,000 words long. At an average reading speed of 250
words per minute, it would take roughly 300 minutes, or about 5 hours, to read the entire book.


