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Overview

Hockey's Wickedest Goals! by Matt Doeden is a dynamic non-fiction book that celebrates some of
the most spectacular, improbable, and memorable goals ever scored in the sport of hockey. The
book delves into the moments of brilliance, luck, and sheer determination that have led to these
'wicked' goals, captivating fans and shaping the history of the game. It explores a wide array of
scoring plays, from individual efforts that showcase incredible stickhandling and shooting
prowess to bizarre deflections and lucky bounces that found their way into the net.

Doeden's narrative brings to life the excitement and drama surrounding these pivotal moments,
often highlighting the players who executed them, the circumstances of the game, and the
lasting impact they had on teams and fans alike. The book serves as a tribute to the
unpredictable nature of hockey and the extraordinary skill of its athletes, making complex plays
understandable and thrilling for readers. It's designed to engage both seasoned hockey
enthusiasts and younger fans, offering a historical perspective on iconic goals while emphasizing
the sheer entertainment value of the sport's most impressive scoring feats.

Key Takeaways
* Great hockey goals often combine exceptional skill, strategic positioning, and sometimes a
stroke of luck.

* Many iconic goals are remembered not just for their execution but also for the critical game
situations in which they occurred.

* The history of hockey is punctuated by moments of individual brilliance that transcend the
ordinary play.

* Even seemingly 'lucky' goals often result from a player's relentless effort and willingness to
take chances.

» Understanding the context of a goal—the opponent, the score, the time—enhances its
'wickedness' and memorability.

* Hockey's most spectacular goals demonstrate the incredible speed, precision, and creativity
required to succeed in the sport.

Chapter Summaries

Introduction to Wickedness
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This introductory chapter sets the stage for what constitutes a 'wicked' goal in hockey, exploring
the various elements that make a scoring play truly special. It discusses the blend of skill, timing,
luck, and game situation that elevates a goal from ordinary to unforgettable, preparing readers
for the exciting examples to follow. The chapter emphasizes the thrill and impact these moments
have on players and fans alike.

Solo Efforts and Dazzling Dekes

This section highlights goals born from individual brilliance, where a single player navigates
through defenders with exceptional stickhandling, speed, and agility. It features iconic
breakaways, end-to-end rushes, and intricate dekes that leave opponents bewildered and goalies
helpless, showcasing the pinnacle of offensive skill and creativity in hockey.

Lucky Bounces and Unconventional Scores

Not all wicked goals are products of pure skill; some involve an element of chance. This chapter
explores goals that resulted from fortunate deflections, unexpected ricochets off the boards or
opponents, and other unconventional pathways to the net. It illustrates how even a 'lucky' goal
often stems from a player's persistence and willingness to put the puck on target.

Game-Winning and Playoff Heroes

Some goals are wicked not just for their execution but for their immense significance. This
chapter focuses on crucial goals scored in high-stakes situations, such as overtime winners,
series-clinching goals in the playoffs, or last-minute equalizers. These moments often define
careers and become etched in the memories of fans and the annals of hockey history.

Record Breakers and Milestone Markers

This section celebrates goals that achieved historical significance, whether by breaking
long-standing records, marking a personal milestone for a legendary player, or being the first of
its kind. It delves into the stories behind these landmark goals, acknowledging their impact on
individual legacies and the broader narrative of the sport.

The Goalie's Nightmare

Sometimes, a goal's 'wickedness' is amplified by how it beats the goaltender. This chapter
features goals that exploit a goalie's weaknesses, involve incredible shots that find the smallest
openings, or result from surprising plays that leave the netminder utterly fooled. It highlights the
constant battle between shooter and stopper.

Creativity and Innovation on Ice

Hockey is a sport that rewards ingenuity. This chapter showcases goals that involved unique
strategies, unexpected passes, or never-before-seen moves. It celebrates the players who dared
to try something different, pushing the boundaries of conventional play to create truly
memorable and 'wicked' scoring opportunities.
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The Most Unforgettable Goals

Concluding the book, this chapter brings together a collection of goals that, for various reasons,
have achieved legendary status. It might revisit some themes or introduce new examples that
encapsulate the very essence of 'wickedness,' leaving readers with a lasting impression of
hockey's most incredible scoring feats and their enduring legacy.

Themes
* Hockey skill

* Memorable moments
* Sports history
* Athletic excellence

* Unpredictability of sport

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Hockey's Wickedest Goals! about?

Hockey's Wickedest Goals! by Matt Doeden explores some of the most spectacular, improbable,
and historically significant goals ever scored in hockey. The book details the individual brilliance,
lucky breaks, and crucial game situations that led to these unforgettable scoring plays,
celebrating the excitement and skill of the sport.

Is Hockey's Wickedest Goals! worth reading?

Yes, for hockey fans of all ages, especially younger readers, Hockey's Wickedest Goals! is a highly
engaging read. It offers an exciting look at iconic moments in hockey history, presented in an
accessible and entertaining format that highlights the drama and skill involved in scoring truly
'wicked' goals.

Who should read Hockey's Wickedest Goals!?

This book is ideal for young hockey enthusiasts, aspiring players, and anyone interested in the
history and most exciting moments of the sport. It's written in an engaging style suitable for
middle-grade readers, but its content will appeal to any fan who appreciates incredible athletic
feats and memorable sports stories.

How long does it take to read Hockey's Wickedest Goals!?

Given its typical length for a children's non-fiction title, Hockey's Wickedest Goals! can likely be
read in approximately 45-60 minutes. It's designed for quick, engaging reads, making it perfect
for short bursts of entertainment or educational enrichment.
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