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Overview
Great Writing 3: From Great Paragraphs to Great Essays, by Keith S. Folse, Eleva Vestri, and David
Clabeaux, is an academic writing textbook designed for intermediate English language learners
(ELLs). It serves as a bridge between mastering paragraph structure and developing
well-organized, coherent multi-paragraph essays. The book systematically guides students
through the essential components of essay writing, building upon foundational skills to tackle
more complex rhetorical modes.

The core argument of the book is that effective essay writing is a process that can be learned
through clear instruction, practical examples, and consistent practice. It emphasizes the
importance of a strong thesis statement, logical organization of ideas, detailed supporting
evidence, and proper grammar and mechanics. By breaking down the essay writing process into
manageable steps, from pre-writing and outlining to drafting, revising, and editing, the authors
empower students to produce clear, focused, and grammatically accurate academic essays. The
book matters because it provides a structured, accessible framework for ELLs to develop critical
writing skills necessary for academic success and effective communication in English.

Key Takeaways
• Always begin an essay with a clear, focused thesis statement that presents the main
argument or purpose of your writing.

• Ensure every body paragraph has a topic sentence that directly supports the essay's thesis
statement.

• Support your main ideas with specific examples, facts, details, or explanations to make your
writing convincing and clear.

• Organize your essay logically, using transition words and phrases to create smooth
connections between sentences and paragraphs.

• Dedicate significant time to the revision and editing stages, focusing on content,
organization, grammar, and mechanics.

• Understand the different rhetorical modes, such as descriptive, narrative, and opinion
essays, to effectively convey various types of information.

• Practice outlining your essays before drafting to ensure a coherent structure and prevent
disorganization.
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• Pay close attention to feedback on your writing to identify areas for improvement and refine
your skills over time.

Chapter Summaries
Unit 1: The Writing Process

This unit introduces students to the fundamental stages of academic writing: prewriting,
outlining, drafting, revising, and editing. It guides learners through various prewriting
techniques such as brainstorming, clustering, and listing to generate ideas effectively. The
importance of creating a clear outline to organize thoughts logically before drafting is
emphasized. Students learn to differentiate between revising for content, organization, and
clarity, and editing for grammar, punctuation, and spelling errors. The unit stresses that writing
is an iterative process, encouraging students to move back and forth between stages to refine
their work. Practical exercises help students apply these steps, fostering a systematic approach
to developing well-structured paragraphs and essays.

Unit 2: Paragraph Structure

Unit 2 focuses on the essential components of a well-formed paragraph. It thoroughly explains
the role of the topic sentence as the main idea, guiding students on how to write clear, focused,
and controlling topic sentences. The unit then delves into supporting sentences, demonstrating
how to provide specific details, examples, explanations, and facts to develop the main idea.
Emphasis is placed on achieving unity, ensuring all sentences in the paragraph relate directly to
the topic sentence, and coherence, making sure sentences flow smoothly and logically from one
to another. Students also learn to write effective concluding sentences that summarize the main
points or offer a final thought.

Unit 3: Descriptive Paragraphs

This unit teaches students how to write vivid and engaging descriptive paragraphs. It focuses on
using sensory details—sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch—to create a clear and immersive
picture for the reader. Students learn to select specific and powerful adjectives and adverbs to
enhance their descriptions, moving beyond general terms to precise language. The unit covers
various organizational patterns for descriptive writing, such as spatial order (describing from left
to right, top to bottom) or order of impression (describing the most striking features first).
Exercises encourage students to observe their surroundings carefully and translate those
observations into detailed written descriptions of people, places, or objects.

Unit 4: Narrative Paragraphs

Unit 4 guides students in writing compelling narrative paragraphs that tell a story or recount a
personal experience. The primary focus is on organizing events in clear chronological order,
using appropriate time transition words and phrases (e.g., first, next, then, after that, finally) to
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ensure a smooth flow of events. Students learn to develop a clear beginning, middle, and end for
their narratives, establishing the setting and characters, detailing the sequence of actions, and
concluding with a resolution or reflection. The unit also encourages the use of descriptive
language and dialogue to make the story more engaging and realistic for the reader.

Unit 5: Opinion Paragraphs

This unit instructs students on how to effectively express and support their opinions in a
paragraph. It emphasizes the importance of stating a clear and arguable opinion in the topic
sentence. Students learn to provide logical reasons and specific examples, facts, or personal
experiences to back up their stance and persuade the reader. The unit also introduces the
concept of acknowledging and briefly addressing counterarguments to strengthen the writer's
position, demonstrating a more nuanced understanding of the topic. Exercises focus on
developing strong supporting details and using appropriate transition words for presenting
reasons and examples.

Unit 6: Process Paragraphs

Unit 6 focuses on writing clear and concise process paragraphs that explain how to do
something or how something works. Students learn to break down a process into a series of
logical, sequential steps. The unit emphasizes the use of clear, imperative verbs for instructions
and precise transition words (e.g., first, next, then, after that, finally) to guide the reader through
each stage. It also highlights the importance of providing all necessary details and warnings,
ensuring that the reader can successfully follow the instructions or understand the mechanism
being described. Practical exercises involve explaining everyday processes, from cooking a dish
to performing a simple task.

Unit 7: Comparison/Contrast Paragraphs

This unit teaches students how to write paragraphs that analyze the similarities (comparison)
and/or differences (contrast) between two subjects. It introduces two main organizational
patterns: the block method, where all points about one subject are discussed first, followed by all
points about the second subject; and the point-by-point method, where one specific point is
discussed for both subjects before moving to the next point. Students learn to use appropriate
transition words and phrases for comparison (e.g., similarly, likewise, both) and contrast (e.g.,
however, in contrast, on the other hand). Exercises focus on selecting relevant points for
comparison or contrast and organizing them logically.

Unit 8: Cause/Effect Paragraphs

Unit 8 focuses on writing paragraphs that explain the reasons why something happened (causes)
or the results of an event or situation (effects). Students learn to identify clear cause-effect
relationships, distinguishing between direct and indirect causes or effects. The unit covers
various organizational patterns, such as presenting causes first and then effects, or vice versa, or
a chain of causes and effects. Emphasis is placed on using appropriate transition words and



https://booksummaryai.com/country/en/great-writing-3 Page 4

phrases (e.g., because, since, as a result, consequently, therefore) to clearly signal these
relationships. Exercises involve analyzing real-world scenarios to determine their underlying
causes or resulting effects.

Unit 9: From Paragraph to Essay: Introduction to Essay Structure

This unit serves as a crucial bridge, transitioning students from writing single paragraphs to
constructing multi-paragraph essays. It introduces the basic five-paragraph essay structure,
comprising an introductory paragraph, three body paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph.
Students learn how the skills acquired in paragraph writing, such as developing a topic sentence
and providing supporting details, are expanded and applied to the larger essay format. The unit
highlights the role of the thesis statement as the main idea of the entire essay, guiding the
content of all body paragraphs, and emphasizes the importance of a clear, logical progression of
ideas throughout the essay.

Unit 10: The Thesis Statement

Unit 10 is dedicated to developing strong, clear, and effective thesis statements, which are the
backbone of any academic essay. It explains that a thesis statement presents the main idea or
argument of the entire essay and often previews the main points that will be discussed in the
body paragraphs. Students learn the characteristics of a good thesis statement: it is specific,
focused, arguable (for opinion essays), and appears typically at the end of the introductory
paragraph. The unit provides numerous examples and exercises to help students identify weak
thesis statements and practice crafting their own compelling thesis statements for various essay
types.

Unit 11: Developing Body Paragraphs for Essays

This unit focuses on constructing effective body paragraphs that logically support the essay's
overall thesis statement. Students learn that each body paragraph should begin with a clear
topic sentence that directly relates to and supports a specific point mentioned in the thesis
statement. The unit provides strategies for developing these topic sentences with sufficient
supporting details, examples, facts, and explanations. It reinforces the concepts of unity and
coherence within each body paragraph and demonstrates how to use transition words and
phrases to create smooth connections between sentences and between paragraphs, ensuring
the essay flows logically from one idea to the next.

Unit 12: Writing Introductions and Conclusions for Essays

Unit 12 teaches students the art of crafting engaging introductory paragraphs and effective
concluding paragraphs for their essays. For introductions, students learn various 'hook'
techniques to grab the reader's attention (e.g., a question, an anecdote, a surprising fact),
followed by necessary background information, and culminating in the thesis statement. For
conclusions, the unit emphasizes summarizing the main points without introducing new
information, restating the thesis in different words, and offering a final thought, prediction, or
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suggestion to leave a lasting impression on the reader. Exercises focus on practicing these
techniques to create impactful beginnings and satisfying endings.

Unit 13: Sentence Structure and Variety

This unit focuses on improving sentence-level writing to enhance clarity, fluency, and impact.
Students review and practice different sentence types: simple, compound, and complex
sentences, learning how to construct each effectively. The unit addresses common sentence
errors such as run-on sentences and sentence fragments, providing strategies for identification
and correction. Emphasis is placed on varying sentence structure and length to create more
engaging and sophisticated prose, avoiding monotony. Exercises include combining short
sentences, expanding simple sentences, and transforming sentence types to add rhythm and
interest to their writing.

Unit 14: Grammar and Mechanics for Writers

Unit 14 provides a comprehensive review and practice of essential grammar points and
mechanics crucial for academic writing. It covers topics such as verb tenses, subject-verb
agreement, pronoun usage (agreement, reference, case), and common punctuation rules
(commas, periods, capitalization, apostrophes). The unit also addresses common spelling errors
and word usage issues that frequently appear in student writing. Through targeted exercises
and explanations, students learn to identify and correct grammatical mistakes, ensuring their
writing is clear, precise, and adheres to standard English conventions, thereby improving the
overall professionalism and readability of their academic work.

Themes
• Academic Writing Skills

• Essay Structure

• Writing Process

• Rhetorical Modes

• Grammar and Mechanics

Frequently Asked Questions
What is Great Writing 3 about?

Great Writing 3 is an English language learning textbook focused on teaching intermediate
students how to write well-structured, coherent multi-paragraph essays. It covers the entire
writing process, from developing a thesis statement and organizing ideas to drafting, revising,
and editing various types of essays like descriptive, narrative, and opinion pieces.

Is Great Writing 3 worth reading?
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Yes, Great Writing 3 is highly recommended for intermediate English language learners seeking
to improve their academic writing skills. Its systematic approach, clear explanations, and
practical exercises make it an effective resource for mastering essay structure and developing
confidence in written expression.

Who should read Great Writing 3?

Great Writing 3 is ideal for intermediate English as a Second Language (ESL) or English as a
Foreign Language (EFL) students. It is particularly beneficial for those transitioning from
paragraph writing to essay writing, or for anyone preparing for academic courses that require
strong essay composition skills.

How long does it take to read Great Writing 3?

To thoroughly work through Great Writing 3, including understanding the concepts, completing
the exercises, and practicing the writing tasks, it would realistically take a student several weeks
to a few months, depending on their study pace. Simply reading the instructional content might
take approximately 8-10 hours.

Questions & Answers
What is the primary focus of "Great Writing 3"?

"Great Writing 3" primarily focuses on developing intermediate-level academic writing skills,
guiding students from paragraph writing to multi-paragraph essays. It emphasizes the writing
process, including brainstorming, outlining, drafting, revising, and editing, to help learners
produce clear, well-organized, and grammatically correct English prose. The book covers various
rhetorical modes and provides extensive practice to build confidence and proficiency in academic
contexts.

How does "Great Writing 3" structure its lessons?

The book is typically structured into units or chapters, each focusing on a specific aspect of
writing, such as paragraph structure, different essay types (e.g., comparison/contrast,
cause/effect, opinion), or grammar points relevant to academic writing. Each chapter usually
includes clear explanations, model texts, vocabulary building, grammar exercises, and
step-by-step writing assignments that build upon previous lessons, fostering a progressive
learning experience.

What is the importance of a topic sentence as taught in the book?

"Great Writing 3" stresses that a topic sentence is crucial because it clearly states the main idea
of a paragraph. It acts as a roadmap for the reader, indicating what the paragraph will be about,
and helps the writer stay focused. A strong topic sentence, often placed at the beginning,
ensures coherence and provides a framework for the supporting details that follow, making the
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paragraph unified and easy to understand.

What are the key stages of the writing process presented in "Great Writing 3"?

The book breaks down the writing process into several key stages: prewriting (brainstorming,
outlining), drafting (writing the first version), revising (improving content, organization, and
style), and editing (checking for grammar, punctuation, spelling, and word choice). This iterative
process encourages students to view writing as a series of steps rather than a single event,
promoting thoroughness and quality.

How does the book help students develop supporting details for their main ideas?

"Great Writing 3" provides strategies for generating effective supporting details, such as using
examples, facts, statistics, explanations, and anecdotes. It teaches students to ensure that all
supporting sentences directly relate to and elaborate on the topic sentence, providing concrete
evidence or further explanation to make the main idea clear and convincing to the reader,
thereby strengthening the paragraph's development.

What role do transitional words and phrases play according to "Great Writing 3"?

Transitional words and phrases are presented as essential tools for creating coherence and
cohesion in writing. They act as bridges between ideas, sentences, and paragraphs, guiding the
reader smoothly from one point to the next. The book provides lists and exercises on various
transition types, such as those indicating addition, contrast, cause/effect, or sequence, helping
students to create logical flow and connections in their writing.

How does "Great Writing 3" approach the concept of a thesis statement for essays?

The book teaches that a thesis statement is the central argument or main idea of an entire essay,
typically appearing in the introduction. It is more comprehensive than a topic sentence and often
includes the essay's topic and the writer's controlling idea or opinion about it. Developing a clear
thesis helps organize the essay, informs the reader of its purpose, and provides a focus for all
subsequent paragraphs.

What is the purpose of a concluding paragraph in an essay, as explained in the book?

The concluding paragraph, according to "Great Writing 3," serves to summarize the main points
of the essay and provide a sense of closure. It often restates the thesis in different words,
reviews the key supporting ideas, and may offer a final thought, suggestion, or prediction,
leaving the reader with a lasting impression without introducing new information. This
reinforces the essay's main argument.

What types of essays does "Great Writing 3" cover?

"Great Writing 3" typically covers several common rhetorical modes for essays, including
descriptive essays, narrative essays, opinion essays, comparison/contrast essays, and
cause/effect essays. Each type is introduced with explanations, model essays, and specific
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guidelines for structure and content, allowing students to practice different writing styles and
purposes, and to understand how to adapt their writing for various academic tasks.

How does the book encourage students to revise their writing?

The book emphasizes revision as a critical stage where writers improve the content,
organization, and clarity of their work. It provides checklists and prompts for students to
evaluate their drafts for unity, coherence, and development. Revision is presented as more than
just correcting errors; it's about rethinking and restructuring ideas for better impact and
ensuring the message is effectively communicated to the reader.

What is the difference between revising and editing, according to "Great Writing 3"?

"Great Writing 3" distinguishes between revising and editing. Revising focuses on the "big
picture" – content, organization, and overall clarity of ideas, often involving significant changes
to structure or arguments. Editing, on the other hand, is about refining the "small picture" –
correcting grammar, punctuation, spelling, capitalization, and word choice errors. Both stages
are crucial for producing a polished and effective final piece.

How does "Great Writing 3" incorporate grammar instruction?

The book integrates grammar instruction directly into the writing process, often dedicating
sections within chapters or separate units to specific grammar points that are particularly
relevant to the writing tasks at hand. It provides explanations, examples, and practice exercises
to help students apply correct grammar in their own writing, rather than in isolation, ensuring
that grammar skills are developed in a practical, context-driven manner.

What is the role of outlining in the writing process as taught by the book?

"Great Writing 3" presents outlining as a crucial prewriting strategy that helps writers organize
their thoughts logically before drafting. It involves creating a structured plan for the paragraph
or essay, identifying the main idea (topic sentence/thesis) and the supporting points, ensuring a
clear flow of ideas and preventing writers from getting off-topic. This systematic approach saves
time and improves coherence.

How does "Great Writing 3" address common writing errors?

The book systematically addresses common writing errors that intermediate English language
learners often make, such as run-on sentences, sentence fragments, subject-verb agreement
issues, comma splices, and incorrect use of articles or prepositions. It provides clear
explanations, examples of errors and corrections, and targeted practice exercises to help
students identify and rectify these mistakes, improving their grammatical accuracy and overall
writing quality.

What is peer review, and how is it utilized in "Great Writing 3"?
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"Great Writing 3" often includes activities for peer review, where students exchange drafts and
provide constructive feedback to one another. This process helps writers see their work from a
reader's perspective, identify areas for improvement in content, organization, and clarity, and
learn from their classmates' writing and feedback. It fosters a collaborative learning environment
and enhances critical evaluation skills.

What is the main goal for students using "Great Writing 3"?

The main goal for students using "Great Writing 3" is to develop the skills necessary to write
clear, coherent, and well-supported academic paragraphs and essays. It aims to build confidence
in expressing ideas effectively in English, preparing them for more advanced academic writing
tasks and improving their overall communication abilities, which are essential for success in
academic and professional settings.

How does the book encourage critical thinking in writing?

"Great Writing 3" encourages critical thinking by prompting students to analyze topics, develop
strong arguments, support their claims with evidence, and consider different perspectives. It
moves beyond simply reporting information, guiding students to evaluate ideas, synthesize
information, and present their own reasoned opinions in a structured manner, thereby fostering
deeper engagement with their subject matter.

What is the significance of unity in a paragraph, according to the book?

"Great Writing 3" emphasizes that unity is essential for a strong paragraph, meaning that all
sentences in the paragraph must relate directly to the main idea expressed in the topic sentence.
If a sentence introduces a new or irrelevant idea, it breaks the paragraph's unity and can confuse
the reader, making the writing less effective and detracting from the overall clarity and purpose
of the paragraph.

How does "Great Writing 3" help students expand their vocabulary for academic writing?

The book typically includes dedicated vocabulary sections within chapters, focusing on academic
words and phrases relevant to the writing topics. It provides exercises for understanding word
meanings in context, using synonyms and antonyms, and applying new vocabulary correctly in
their own writing, thereby enriching their lexical resources and enabling them to express
complex ideas with greater precision and sophistication in academic contexts.

What is the purpose of model paragraphs and essays in "Great Writing 3"?

Model paragraphs and essays serve as examples of good writing for students to analyze and
learn from. They illustrate the structural components, rhetorical strategies, and grammatical
accuracy taught in the book. By studying these models, students can identify effective
techniques, understand how theoretical concepts are applied in practice, and then apply these
insights to their own writing assignments, improving their overall writing quality.


