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Overview
Empire of Storms is the fifth book in Sarah J. Maas's Throne of Glass series, a high-fantasy epic
following Aelin Galathynius, the Queen of Terrasen, as she races to unite allies against the
looming threat of Erawan, the King of Valg, and his demonic armies. After the revelations of
Queen of Shadows, Aelin has revealed her identity and now must forge alliances with the
kingdoms of the continent, including the formidable Ansel of Briarcliff and the pirate lord Rolfe.
Meanwhile, her friends—Rowan, Aedion, Lysandra, Elide, and Lorcan—embark on separate
missions to gather forces, find the remaining Wyrdkeys, and uncover ancient secrets that could
tip the scales in the war. The novel interweaves multiple perspectives, including Manon
Blackbeak and the Ironteeth witches, as they grapple with their own destinies and the brutal
choices demanded by survival.

The story arc escalates from political maneuvering to full-scale battles, culminating in a
devastating cliffhanger that reshapes the entire series. Maas explores themes of sacrifice,
loyalty, and the cost of power, as Aelin must decide how much of herself she is willing to lose to
save her people. The book is pivotal for its character development, particularly for Manon and
Elide, and for setting the stage for the final two installments. Empire of Storms matters because
it deepens the world-building, raises the emotional stakes, and delivers a gut-wrenching ending
that forces readers to question everything they thought they knew about the characters' fates.

Key Takeaways
• Aelin's true strength lies not in her fire magic but in her strategic mind and willingness to
sacrifice everything for her people.

• Alliances in war are fragile; trust must be earned through action, not just promises, as seen
with Ansel and Rolfe.

• Manon's arc shows that breaking free from inherited cruelty is possible, but it comes with
painful losses and hard choices.

• The Wyrdkeys are not just tools of power; they are tied to the very fabric of the world and
require immense personal cost to control.

• Loyalty is tested when characters like Lorcan and Elide must choose between love and duty,
with consequences that echo across the plot.

• The Valg are not a monolithic evil; their history and motivations are more complex than
initially presented.
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• Sacrifice is a recurring theme: Aelin's plans often require her to give up her own safety, and
the book shows that victory may demand the ultimate price.

• The ending demonstrates that no character is safe, and the war for Erilea will leave no one
unscathed.

Chapter Summaries
Part One: The Queen's Gambit

Aelin and Rowan arrive at Skull's Bay to secure the pirate lord Rolfe's fleet, but the negotiations
turn hostile when Rolfe demands a steep price. Aelin reveals her identity and uses a combination
of threats and cunning to force an alliance, but not without losing a piece of herself. Meanwhile,
Aedion and Lysandra travel to the North to rally the Bane, and Manon begins to question her
grandmother's brutal rule as she learns of the Crochan's history. The part sets up the multiple
fronts of the war and introduces the key alliances Aelin must forge.

Part Two: The Witches' Path

Manon and the Thirteen face the devastation of the Ironteeth clans after the battle at Rifthold.
Manon struggles with her identity as the last Crochan heir and the weight of her grandmother's
legacy. She decides to seek out the Crochans in the Wastes, hoping to unite the witches against
Erawan. Meanwhile, Elide, now traveling with Lorcan, is drawn to him despite his loyalty to
Maeve, and she must decide where her true allegiance lies. The part deepens the witch storyline
and introduces the possibility of a new alliance.

Part Three: The Road to War

Aelin and her court travel to the continent to meet with the other kingdoms, but they are
ambushed by Valg forces. The battle reveals the true power of the Wyrdkeys and the danger of
using them. Aelin's plan to forge a new Lock to seal the Wyrdgate requires a sacrifice of immense
magnitude, and she begins to prepare for it in secret. Meanwhile, Aedion and Lysandra's
relationship deepens as they face the realities of war, and Manon's quest leads her to a shocking
discovery about her mother's past.

Part Four: The Crochan's Legacy

Manon reaches the Wastes and finds the remnants of the Crochan witches, who are wary of her
due to her Ironteeth heritage. She proves herself by facing their trials and earns their respect,
but the reunion is bittersweet as she learns the full extent of her grandmother's crimes. The
Crochans agree to join the war against Erawan, but Manon must confront the ghosts of her past.
Meanwhile, Elide and Lorcan's journey takes a dangerous turn as they are captured by Maeve's
forces, forcing Elide to use her wits to survive.

Part Five: The Gathering Storm
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Aelin's forces converge on the coast, preparing for the final confrontation with Erawan's armies.
The alliances are fragile, and Aelin must balance the demands of her allies with her own secret
plans. She reveals to Rowan that she intends to use the Wyrdkeys to forge a new Lock, but the
cost will be her life. The part builds tension as the armies march toward battle, and the
characters face their own personal demons. Aedion and Lysandra's bond is tested, and Manon's
loyalty to her new allies is questioned.

Part Six: The Battle of the Sea

The battle against Erawan's forces begins on the open sea, with Aelin's fleet facing the Valg
armada. The fight is brutal, and many lives are lost. Aelin unleashes her fire magic in a
devastating display, but the cost is high. Meanwhile, Manon and the Crochans join the fight from
the skies, and Elide and Lorcan manage to escape Maeve's clutches. The battle ends with a
temporary victory, but Aelin is captured by Maeve, who reveals her true plans for the Wyrdkeys.

Part Seven: The Queen's Fall

Aelin is taken to Maeve's realm, where she is tortured and forced to reveal the location of the
Wyrdkeys. Maeve's cruelty is unmatched, and Aelin's friends are left to grapple with the news of
her capture. Rowan, Aedion, and the others vow to rescue her, but they are unaware of the full
extent of Maeve's power. The part ends with a devastating cliffhanger as Aelin is chained and left
to suffer, while her allies face impossible odds to save her.

Themes
• Sacrifice and duty

• Power and corruption

• Loyalty and betrayal

• Identity and legacy

• War and its costs

• Love and hope

Notable Quotes
• "You cannot pick and choose what parts of her to love." — Rowan says this to Aedion about
Aelin, defending her despite her flaws and the weight of her decisions.

• "We all bear scars. Mine just happen to be visible." — Aelin reflects on her past and the
physical and emotional wounds she carries, speaking to Rowan.

• "I am a god killer." — Aelin declares her power and determination to defeat the Valg, even if
it means facing gods.
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• "The world is a better place when you are in it." — Rowan tells Aelin, expressing his love and
the hope she brings to those around her.

• "I am not a queen. I am a weapon." — Aelin struggles with her identity, feeling she is only
useful as a tool of destruction.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is Empire of Storms about?

Empire of Storms is the fifth book in the Throne of Glass series. It follows Aelin Galathynius as
she tries to unite kingdoms and gather allies to fight the Valg king Erawan. The story involves
political alliances, battles, and personal sacrifices, and ends with a major cliffhanger where Aelin
is captured by Maeve.

Is Empire of Storms worth reading?

Yes, if you are invested in the Throne of Glass series. It is action-packed, with significant
character development and world-building. However, it ends on a brutal cliffhanger that may
frustrate some readers. It is essential for understanding the final books, but it is not a standalone
read.

How does Empire of Storms end?

Spoiler: The book ends with Aelin being captured by Maeve after a devastating battle. Maeve
tortures her to extract information about the Wyrdkeys, and Aelin is left chained and broken.
Meanwhile, her friends are unaware of her fate and are planning to rescue her, setting up the
next book.

Who should read Empire of Storms?

Fans of epic fantasy and the Throne of Glass series who have read the previous books. It is not
recommended for new readers, as it relies heavily on prior plotlines and character relationships.
If you enjoy complex political intrigue, magical battles, and slow-burn romance, this book is for
you.

How long does it take to read Empire of Storms?

The book has about 693 pages. At an average reading speed of 250 words per minute, it takes
roughly 10-12 hours to read. Most readers finish it in about a week if reading a few hours daily.


