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Overview
Curriculum Studies (in the) Now: Transformations and Possibilities," edited by Petro du Preez and
Chris Reddy, offers a critical examination of the evolving landscape of curriculum studies in the
contemporary era. The book posits that curriculum is not a static entity but a dynamic, contested
space constantly shaped by societal, political, technological, and pedagogical shifts. It moves
beyond traditional conceptualizations, urging scholars and practitioners to engage with the
"now" – the immediate challenges and opportunities presented by a rapidly changing world,
including issues of decolonization, globalization, digital integration, and social justice.

The central argument revolves around the necessity for transformative approaches to
curriculum theory and practice. Contributors explore how curriculum can be reimagined to
foster critical thinking, adaptability, and inclusivity, particularly within diverse educational
contexts, with a notable focus on African perspectives. The book highlights the interplay between
global trends and local realities, advocating for curricula that are responsive, relevant, and
capable of addressing complex societal problems. It emphasizes the potential for curriculum to
be a site of both reproduction and resistance, urging a proactive stance in shaping educational
futures.

This collection is significant because it provides a timely and comprehensive resource for
understanding the complexities of curriculum development and implementation in the 21st
century. It challenges readers to critically reflect on existing educational paradigms and consider
innovative pathways for curriculum transformation. By bringing together diverse voices and
theoretical frameworks, the book contributes to ongoing debates in education, offering insights
into how curriculum can serve as a catalyst for meaningful change and empower learners to
navigate an uncertain future.

Key Takeaways
• Curriculum is a dynamic and contested field, constantly reshaped by societal and global
forces.

• Contemporary curriculum studies must address issues of decolonization, social justice, and
digital transformation.
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• Transformative curriculum approaches are essential for fostering critical thinking and
adaptability in learners.

• The interplay between global trends and local contexts is crucial for relevant curriculum
development.

• Curriculum can serve as a powerful tool for both reproducing existing structures and
initiating social change.

• Educators and scholars must proactively engage in reimagining curriculum to meet future
challenges.

• Diverse perspectives, particularly from the Global South, are vital for enriching curriculum
theory and practice.

Chapter Summaries
Introduction: Framing Curriculum in the 'Now'

This introductory chapter sets the stage for the book, defining the contemporary challenges and
opportunities facing curriculum studies. It outlines the urgent need for transformative
approaches to curriculum theory and practice in response to a rapidly changing global
landscape, emphasizing the book's core focus on the present moment.

Decolonizing Curriculum and Knowledge

This section explores the imperative to challenge Eurocentric biases and colonial legacies within
curriculum design. It advocates for the inclusion of indigenous knowledge systems, diverse
cultural perspectives, and local epistemologies to create more equitable and relevant
educational experiences, particularly in post-colonial contexts.

Curriculum and Social Justice

Focusing on equity and inclusion, this part examines how curriculum can be designed and
implemented to address systemic inequalities. It discusses strategies for promoting social justice
through educational content, pedagogy, and assessment, fostering critical awareness and
empowering marginalized communities.

Digitalization and Curriculum Innovation

This chapter delves into the profound impact of technology on curriculum development, delivery,
and assessment. It explores the possibilities for integrating digital literacies, innovative
pedagogies, and online learning environments to prepare students for the demands of the
digital age.

Global-Local Intersections in Curriculum
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This section analyzes the complex relationship between global educational trends and local
contextual realities. It emphasizes the importance of developing curricula that are responsive to
both international standards and specific cultural, social, and economic conditions, ensuring
relevance and adaptability.

Teacher Professionalism and Curriculum Enactment

This part highlights the crucial role of educators in interpreting, adapting, and enacting
curriculum. It discusses the importance of teacher agency, professional development, and
collaborative practices in effectively translating curriculum policy into meaningful classroom
experiences.

Research Methodologies in Curriculum Studies

This chapter explores contemporary research approaches and theoretical frameworks suitable
for investigating complex curriculum phenomena. It discusses innovative methodologies that
can capture the dynamic and multifaceted nature of curriculum in the current era, supporting
robust academic inquiry.

Future Directions and Possibilities

The concluding section synthesizes the key arguments presented throughout the book, offering
forward-looking perspectives on how curriculum studies can continue to evolve. It outlines
potential pathways for future research, policy, and practice, emphasizing ongoing
transformation and critical engagement.

Themes
• Curriculum Transformation

• Decolonization of Education

• Social Justice in Curriculum

• Digital Pedagogy

• Global-Local Dynamics

• Educational Futures

Frequently Asked Questions
What is curriculum studies (in the) Now transformations and possibilities about?

This book critically examines the evolving field of curriculum studies, focusing on contemporary
challenges and opportunities. It explores how curriculum can be transformed to address issues
like decolonization, social justice, and digital integration in a rapidly changing world, particularly
from diverse global perspectives.



https://booksummaryai.com/country/en/curriculum-studies-in-the-now-transformations-and-possibilities Page 4

Is curriculum studies (in the) Now transformations and possibilities worth reading?

Yes, it is highly valuable for anyone interested in the future of education and curriculum
development. It offers diverse perspectives and critical insights into adapting educational
practices to contemporary societal needs, making it relevant for scholars, educators, and
policymakers.

How does curriculum studies (in the) Now transformations and possibilities end?

Spoiler: The book concludes by synthesizing the various arguments presented throughout its
chapters, offering forward-looking perspectives on the future trajectory of curriculum studies. It
emphasizes the ongoing need for critical engagement, innovation, and a commitment to
transformative educational practices to meet emerging global and local challenges.

Who should read curriculum studies (in the) Now transformations and possibilities?

This book is essential reading for academics, researchers, postgraduate students in education,
curriculum developers, policymakers, and educators. It provides deep theoretical insights and
practical considerations for anyone involved in shaping educational content and pedagogy in the
21st century.

How long does it take to read curriculum studies (in the) Now transformations and
possibilities?

Given its academic nature and depth, reading time can vary. For a thorough reading at an
average pace of 250 words per minute, it might take approximately 8 to 12 hours, depending on
the reader's engagement with the complex theoretical concepts.


