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Overview
Catwoman: Soulstealer is a young adult superhero novel by Sarah J. Maas, part of the DC Icons
series. The story follows Selina Kyle, who has left Gotham to train in Europe with the League of
Assassins. After years of honing her skills, she returns to Gotham as Catwoman, but not to fight
crime—she plans to pull off the ultimate heist. Her goal is to steal a powerful artifact that could
give her control over the city's criminal underworld, but her plans are complicated by the arrival
of Batwing (Luke Fox) and the mysterious new vigilante known as the Batgirl. The novel explores
Selina's motivations, her complicated relationship with her sister Maggie, and her struggle to
define her own morality in a city that has always been hostile to her.

The story arc is a classic heist narrative intertwined with themes of family, betrayal, and
redemption. Selina's mission to save her sister from a fatal illness drives her to extreme
measures, but her encounters with Luke Fox and Batgirl force her to confront her own choices.
As the plot unfolds, Selina must decide whether she is a villain, a hero, or something in between.
The novel also features appearances by Poison Ivy and Harley Quinn, who join Selina in her
schemes, adding layers of chaos and humor. The book matters because it reimagines a beloved
antihero with depth and vulnerability, offering a fresh perspective on the Batman universe for
young adult readers. Maas's signature style—fast-paced action, witty dialogue, and emotional
stakes—makes this a compelling read for fans of both superhero fiction and her other works like
Throne of Glass and A Court of Thorns and Roses.

Key Takeaways
• Selina Kyle's love for her sister Maggie is the primary motivation for her actions, showing
that even criminals can be driven by family loyalty.

• The novel redefines Catwoman as a complex antihero who operates in a gray area between
good and evil, not simply a thief or a villain.

• Teamwork and trust are essential, as Selina, Harley Quinn, and Poison Ivy must cooperate
despite their conflicting personalities and agendas.

• The story emphasizes that true strength comes from vulnerability and the willingness to
accept help from others, as Selina learns to rely on Luke and Batgirl.

• Redemption is possible, but it requires making difficult choices and owning the
consequences of one's past actions.
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• Gotham City is a character in itself, with its dark, gritty atmosphere shaping the actions and
motivations of its inhabitants.

• The novel subverts traditional gender roles by presenting powerful, independent female
characters who drive the plot forward.

Chapter Summaries
Prologue

Selina Kyle is in a prison in Gotham, reflecting on her past and her sister Maggie's illness. She
receives a visit from a mysterious figure who offers her a way out, setting the stage for her
transformation into Catwoman.

Part One: The Cat

Selina trains with the League of Assassins in Europe, honing her skills in combat and stealth. She
learns of a powerful artifact called the Soulstealer, which she believes can save her sister. She
decides to return to Gotham to steal it, despite the risks.

Part Two: The Heist

Selina arrives in Gotham and begins her heist preparations. She encounters Luke Fox, who is
investigating a series of thefts. Their initial confrontation sparks a tense rivalry, but Selina also
meets Harley Quinn and Poison Ivy, who agree to help her in exchange for a share of the loot.

Part Three: The Team

Selina, Harley, and Ivy plan the heist, but their partnership is fraught with distrust. Selina
struggles to keep her true motives secret while dealing with Harley's unpredictability and Ivy's
environmental agenda. Meanwhile, Luke Fox dons the Batwing suit to stop them.

Part Four: The Betrayal

The heist goes wrong when Selina discovers that the Soulstealer is not what she expected. She is
betrayed by one of her allies, forcing her to confront the consequences of her actions. Luke Fox
and Batgirl (who is revealed to be Luke's sister) team up to capture her.

Part Five: The Choice

Selina is captured and must decide whether to continue down her path of crime or help the
heroes stop a greater threat. She learns that the Soulstealer is actually a weapon that could
destroy Gotham, and she chooses to sacrifice her own goals to save the city.

Epilogue

Selina is given a chance at redemption, working with Luke and Batgirl to protect Gotham. She
visits her sister Maggie, who is recovering, and hints at a new future for Catwoman, one that



https://booksummaryai.com/country/en/catwoman-soulstealer Page 3

balances her criminal past with a heroic purpose.

Themes
• Family loyalty

• Moral ambiguity

• Redemption

• Female empowerment

• Trust and betrayal

• Identity

Notable Quotes
• "I am not a villain. I am not a hero. I am something in between." — Selina reflects on her
identity as Catwoman, acknowledging her moral ambiguity.

• "Gotham is a city of monsters, but that doesn't mean I have to be one." — Selina
contemplates her place in Gotham and her desire to rise above its corruption.

• "You can't save everyone, Selina. But you can save yourself." — A moment of advice given to
Selina by a mentor figure, reminding her of her own worth.

• "The only way to survive in this city is to be stronger than it." — Selina's internal monologue
about the harsh realities of Gotham.

• "I don't need a man to save me. I have claws." — Selina asserts her independence and
self-reliance in a conversation with Luke Fox.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is Catwoman: Soulstealer about?

Catwoman: Soulstealer is a young adult novel about Selina Kyle, who returns to Gotham as
Catwoman after training with the League of Assassins. She plans a heist to steal a powerful
artifact to save her dying sister, but her plans are complicated by heroes Batwing and Batgirl,
and her uneasy alliance with Harley Quinn and Poison Ivy.

Is Catwoman: Soulstealer worth reading?

If you enjoy fast-paced superhero stories with a focus on character development and moral
complexity, yes. Sarah J. Maas brings her signature writing style to the DC universe, creating a
compelling antihero in Catwoman. Fans of Maas's other books or of Catwoman's character will
find it engaging, though it may feel less epic than her fantasy series.

How does Catwoman: Soulstealer end?
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Spoiler: Selina is captured but learns the Soulstealer is a weapon that could destroy Gotham. She
chooses to help Batwing and Batgirl stop it, sacrificing her original goal. She is given a chance at
redemption, works with the heroes, and visits her recovering sister Maggie, hinting at a new
heroic path for Catwoman.

Who should read Catwoman: Soulstealer?

This book is ideal for young adult readers who enjoy superhero fiction with a strong female lead.
Fans of Sarah J. Maas's other works, such as Throne of Glass or A Court of Thorns and Roses, will
appreciate her writing style. It's also great for DC fans who want a deeper look into Catwoman's
character beyond the comics.

How long does it take to read Catwoman: Soulstealer?

The book has about 384 pages, so at an average reading speed of 250 words per minute, it
would take roughly 8-10 hours to read. Most readers finish it in a few days if reading a few
chapters per day.


