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Overview
Benjamin Franklin by Laura K. Murray offers an accessible and engaging biography of one of
America's most influential Founding Fathers. The book traces Franklin's remarkable journey from
a printer's apprentice in Boston to a world-renowned scientist, inventor, writer, diplomat, and
statesman. Murray highlights Franklin's insatiable curiosity, his dedication to self-improvement,
and his profound impact on both American independence and the Enlightenment era. The
narrative emphasizes his practical ingenuity, his commitment to civic duty, and his diplomatic
prowess that proved crucial during the American Revolution.

The biography presents Franklin not just as a historical figure, but as a dynamic individual whose
contributions shaped modern society in numerous ways, from public libraries and fire
departments to groundbreaking scientific discoveries in electricity. Murray explores his early life
struggles, his rise as a successful Philadelphia printer, his scientific experiments, and his pivotal
role in drafting the Declaration of Independence and securing French support for the nascent
United States. The book aims to make Franklin's complex life understandable and inspiring,
showcasing how his principles of hard work, innovation, and public service remain relevant
today. It serves as an excellent introduction to a multifaceted figure whose legacy continues to
influence American identity.

Key Takeaways
• Embrace curiosity and a lifelong pursuit of knowledge and self-improvement.

• Dedicate yourself to hard work and practical skills to achieve success.

• Actively contribute to your community through civic engagement and public service.

• Cultivate strong communication and diplomatic skills to navigate complex situations.

• Don't be afraid to experiment and innovate, even if it means challenging existing ideas.

• Understand that perseverance through challenges is key to achieving significant goals.

• Recognize the value of thrift and industry in building personal and public prosperity.

Chapter Summaries
Early Life and Apprenticeship
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Benjamin Franklin was born in Boston in 1706, one of seventeen children. From a young age, he
showed a keen intellect and a love for reading, often borrowing books to educate himself. At
twelve, he was apprenticed to his older brother James, a printer, where he learned the trade and
secretly wrote essays under a pseudonym. Feeling stifled by his brother's harsh treatment and
eager for independence, the ambitious sixteen-year-old decided to leave Boston. He ran away,
seeking new opportunities and a fresh start in the bustling city of Philadelphia.

Establishing Himself in Philadelphia

Arriving in Philadelphia with little money and no connections, Franklin quickly found work as a
printer. After a brief, unfulfilling trip to London, he returned to Philadelphia and, through hard
work and shrewd business acumen, established his own successful printing press. He launched
the Pennsylvania Gazette, which became one of the most popular newspapers in the colonies,
and created Poor Richard's Almanack, filled with witty advice and practical wisdom. These
ventures brought him financial independence and a growing reputation as a capable and
intelligent young man.

Civic Engagement and Public Service

As Franklin's personal success grew, so did his commitment to improving his community. He
believed in the power of collective effort for public good. He founded the Junto, a discussion club
that led to the creation of America's first lending library, the Library Company of Philadelphia. He
also organized the Union Fire Company, Philadelphia's first volunteer fire department, and
played a key role in establishing the Pennsylvania Hospital and improving the city's streets and
postal service, demonstrating his dedication to civic progress.

Scientific Discoveries and Inventions

Franklin's insatiable curiosity extended beyond printing and civic affairs into the realm of science.
He became deeply interested in electricity, conducting groundbreaking experiments that proved
lightning was indeed electricity. This led to his most famous invention, the lightning rod, which
protected buildings from fires. His other practical inventions included bifocal glasses, the
Franklin stove for more efficient heating, and a flexible urinary catheter. His scientific
contributions earned him international recognition and membership in prestigious European
scientific societies.

Diplomat and Colonial Advocate

Franklin's reputation as a wise and capable leader led to his appointment as a colonial agent,
representing Pennsylvania and later other colonies in England. For many years, he lived abroad,
advocating for colonial rights and trying to bridge the growing divide between Britain and its
American colonies. He tirelessly explained American concerns to British officials, but his efforts
were often met with resistance and misunderstanding. Witnessing increasing British taxation
and oppressive policies, Franklin's loyalty gradually shifted towards American independence.
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Revolutionary Leader and Statesman

Returning to America as tensions escalated, Franklin quickly became a central figure in the
burgeoning revolution. He served on the committee that drafted the Declaration of
Independence, contributing his wisdom and experience. His most crucial role, however, was as
America's envoy to France. Through his charm, intellect, and diplomatic skill, he secured the vital
military alliance and financial aid from France that proved indispensable to the American victory
against Great Britain, earning him immense respect on the international stage.

Shaping the New Nation

After the war, Franklin continued his service to the fledgling United States. He was a delegate to
the Constitutional Convention in 1787, where he played a significant role in shaping the new
nation's government. Despite his advanced age and declining health, he offered crucial
compromises and urged unity among the delegates. In his final years, Franklin became a
passionate advocate for the abolition of slavery. He died in 1790, leaving behind a legacy as a
brilliant polymath, a devoted public servant, and a pivotal architect of American independence
and identity.

Themes
• Self-Improvement

• Innovation & Invention

• Civic Duty

• Diplomacy & Persuasion

• Hard Work & Industry

• Pursuit of Knowledge

Notable Quotes
• "Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may remember, involve me and I learn." — Reflecting
Franklin's belief in active learning and practical experience.

• "Early to bed and early to rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy, and wise." — A famous maxim
from Poor Richard's Almanack, emphasizing diligence and good habits.

• "Three may keep a secret, if two of them are dead." — A witty observation on the difficulty of
maintaining confidentiality, often found in his writings.

• "We must all hang together, or assuredly we shall all hang separately." — Spoken at the
signing of the Declaration of Independence, highlighting the necessity of unity.

• "A penny saved is a penny earned." — Another popular saying from Poor Richard's
Almanack, promoting frugality and financial prudence.
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Frequently Asked Questions
What is Benjamin Franklin about?

Laura K. Murray's "Benjamin Franklin" is a biography detailing the life of one of America's most
important Founding Fathers. It covers his journey from a printer's apprentice to a renowned
inventor, scientist, writer, and diplomat, highlighting his contributions to American
independence and society.

Is Benjamin Franklin worth reading?

Yes, especially for young readers or anyone seeking an accessible introduction to Benjamin
Franklin's life and achievements. The book offers a clear, engaging narrative of his remarkable
career, emphasizing his ingenuity, civic dedication, and diplomatic skills.

How does Benjamin Franklin end?

Spoiler: The book concludes with Franklin's final years, detailing his role at the Constitutional
Convention where he advocated for the new nation's governance. It also touches upon his later
work as an abolitionist and reflects on his enduring legacy as a multifaceted figure who shaped
American identity and progress.

Who should read Benjamin Franklin?

This book is ideal for middle school and early high school students, as well as general readers
looking for a concise and straightforward account of Benjamin Franklin's life. It's perfect for
those interested in American history, invention, and the qualities of a public servant.

How long does it take to read Benjamin Franklin?

Given that it's likely a children's or young adult biography, it would probably take about 2 to 3
hours to read "Benjamin Franklin" by Laura K. Murray, depending on individual reading speed.


