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Overview

Mara Leveritt's "All Quiet at Mena" is a meticulously researched investigative account of alleged
drug smuggling and arms trafficking operations at Mena Intermountain Municipal Airport in
Arkansas during the 1980s. The book details how this small, rural airport became a hub for
covert activities, primarily involving notorious drug trafficker Barry Seal, who was reportedly
working as an informant for the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) and potentially other
federal agencies. Leveritt uncovers a complex web of alleged government complicity, negligence,
and outright obstruction that allowed these illegal operations to flourish for years, seemingly
with impunity.

The core of Leveritt's argument is that federal authorities, despite mounting evidence and
numerous warnings from local officials and whistleblowers, failed to conduct a proper
investigation into the Mena activities. Instead, she suggests, there was a deliberate effort to
suppress information and protect those involved, raising serious questions about the integrity of
various government institutions, including the CIA, DEA, and even the highest levels of state
government in Arkansas at the time. The book meticulously pieces together testimonies,
documents, and circumstantial evidence to paint a disturbing picture of a shadow economy
operating under the nose, and perhaps with the tacit approval, of powerful entities, ultimately
highlighting the profound challenges faced by those seeking truth and accountability in the face
of institutional resistance.

Key Takeaways
* Investigative journalism is crucial for uncovering truths that powerful institutions may seek
to suppress or ignore.

* Government agencies can sometimes prioritize covert operations and national security
interests over enforcing domestic laws, leading to significant ethical and legal dilemmas.

* Whistleblowers often face severe personal and professional risks when attempting to
expose corruption or wrongdoing within powerful systems.

* The lack of transparency and accountability in government operations can allow illegal
activities to persist for extended periods without proper oversight.

* Public skepticism and persistent questioning are essential for holding powerful entities,
including government and law enforcement, accountable for their actions.
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« Complex criminal enterprises can thrive when there is a perceived or actual lack of
inter-agency cooperation or a deliberate turning of a blind eye.

* The pursuit of justice can be a long and arduous process, often requiring immense
dedication from individuals outside official channels.

Chapter Summaries
The Mena Mystery Begins

Introduces Mena, Arkansas, a seemingly quiet town that became the epicenter of a vast criminal
enterprise. The chapter details the shocking discovery of the bodies of teenagers Kevin Ives and
Don Henry on railroad tracks in 1987. It describes the immediate, highly questionable ruling by
local authorities that their deaths were accidental or a suicide pact, despite overwhelming
evidence to the contrary, including signs of foul play and drug use. This initial cover-up sets the
stage for the decades-long fight for truth and justice by the victims' families, particularly Linda
Ives, Kevin's mother, who instantly suspected a conspiracy.

Linda Ives's Crusade

Focuses on Linda Ives's unwavering determination to uncover the truth behind her son Kevin's
death and the subsequent cover-up. It details her immediate rejection of the official narrative
and her tireless efforts to force a proper investigation. This chapter highlights the immense
obstacles she faced, including stonewalling from local law enforcement, dismissive attitudes
from state officials, and the emotional toll of her crusade. Her persistence led to the
re-examination of evidence and the gradual unraveling of the initial false conclusions, drawing
attention to the deeper corruption surrounding the case.

Enter Barry Seal

Introduces Barry Seal, a notorious drug smuggler and pilot who operated extensively out of
Mena Intermountain Airport. This chapter details Seal's background, his sophisticated drug
trafficking operations, and his eventual transformation into a DEA informant. It explores the
complex and often contradictory nature of his relationship with various federal agencies,
suggesting that his activities at Mena were protected or even facilitated by elements within the
U.S. government. Seal's assassination in 1986, just before the Ives/Henry deaths, further
complicates the narrative, linking his criminal empire to the unfolding events in Mena.

Federal Agencies and Their Silence

Examines the involvement, or lack thereof, of federal agencies such as the DEA, FBI, and CIA in
the Mena operations and the subsequent investigation into the Ives/Henry deaths. The chapter
details how these agencies either failed to act on intelligence regarding drug trafficking at Mena,
actively obstructed investigations, or were themselves complicit in covert operations that used
the airport. It highlights the jurisdictional battles, the conflicting mandates, and the pervasive
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culture of secrecy that prevented a thorough and transparent inquiry into the full scope of
activities at Mena and their potential connection to the teenagers' deaths.

The Iran-Contra Connection

Delves into the alleged links between the Mena drug operations and the Iran-Contra affair. This
chapter explores claims that Mena Airport was used as a hub for covert operations, including the
resupply of the Nicaraguan Contras, potentially funded by drug money. It discusses the
testimonies and evidence suggesting that the CIA and other intelligence agencies were aware of,
or even involved in, these activities, creating a protected environment for drug traffickers like
Barry Seal. The intertwining of national security interests with criminal enterprises complicates
the pursuit of justice for the Ives/Henry families.

Witnesses and Whistleblowers

Chronicles the experiences of various individuals who came forward with information about the
Mena operations and the Ives/Henry murders. This chapter details the often-dangerous lives of
witnesses, including former law enforcement officers, pilots, and associates of Barry Seal, who
risked their safety and reputations to expose the truth. It highlights the intimidation, threats, and
even deaths faced by those who tried to cooperate with investigators, underscoring the high
stakes involved in challenging the powerful forces behind the Mena scandal. Their fragmented
testimonies provide crucial pieces of the larger puzzle.

The Grand Jury and Political Obstruction

Focuses on the efforts to convene grand juries and the persistent political and institutional
obstruction that hampered their effectiveness. The chapter details how investigations were
repeatedly stalled, evidence was suppressed, and key witnesses were either ignored or
intimidated. It explores the roles of various political figures and their alleged influence in
preventing a full and transparent inquiry, suggesting that powerful interests sought to protect
themselves and the covert operations linked to Mena. This section highlights the systemic
failures within the justice system to address the widespread corruption.

The Media's Struggle for Truth

Discusses the role of journalists, including Mara Leveritt herself, in attempting to uncover and
report on the Mena story. This chapter details the challenges faced by the media, including
stonewalling from official sources, the difficulty of verifying information in a climate of secrecy
and fear, and the risks associated with investigating such a sensitive topic. It highlights how
persistent investigative journalism was crucial in keeping the story alive and pressuring
authorities, even as mainstream outlets often shied away from the complex and controversial
allegations.

The Lingering Questions and Unanswered Justice
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Concludes by reflecting on the enduring legacy of the Mena scandal and the unresolved
questions surrounding the deaths of Kevin Ives and Don Henry. This chapter emphasizes that
despite decades of investigation, public outcry, and the tireless efforts of the families, full
accountability and justice have never been achieved. It explores the broader implications of the
case for government transparency, the rule of law, and the potential for corruption when
national security interests intersect with criminal enterprises, leaving a permanent stain on the
American justice system.

Themes

* Government corruption
* Investigative journalism
* Drug trafficking

* Cover-ups

* Lack of accountability

* Whistleblower suppression

Notable Quotes

* "The story of Mena is a story of official indifference, of a deliberate turning away from
evidence, and of the silencing of those who dared to speak out." — Reflecting on the
overarching theme of government inaction and suppression of truth regarding the Mena
operations.

* "For years, Mena was a black hole, a place where laws seemed not to apply, and where the
rules of normal society were suspended." — Describing the unique and lawless environment
that allegedly characterized the Mena airport during the period of illicit activities.

* "The federal government, it seemed, was more interested in protecting its secrets than in
prosecuting criminals." — Commenting on the perceived priorities of federal agencies when
confronted with evidence of drug and arms trafficking at Mena.

* "To understand Mena, one must understand the intertwining of drug trafficking, arms
dealing, and intelligence operations." — Explaining the complex nature of the alleged
activities at Mena, suggesting they were not merely simple criminal acts but part of a larger,
covert scheme.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is All Quiet at Mena about?

All Quiet at Mena investigates alleged drug smuggling and arms trafficking at Mena
Intermountain Municipal Airport in Arkansas during the 1980s. Author Mara Leveritt details how
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notorious drug trafficker Barry Seal operated there, reportedly with the knowledge or complicity
of federal agencies. The book explores the alleged government cover-up, the suppression of
whistleblowers, and the failure of authorities to properly investigate the illicit activities.

Is All Quiet at Mena worth reading?

Yes, for readers interested in investigative journalism, government corruption, and true crime,
"All Quiet at Mena" is highly regarded. It offers a detailed, meticulously researched account of a
controversial period in American history, raising important questions about accountability and
transparency within federal agencies. It's a compelling read for those who appreciate deep dives
into complex political and criminal conspiracies.

How does All Quiet at Mena end?

Spoiler: The book does not offer a neat resolution or a definitive ending to the Mena scandal, as
the official investigations largely failed to provide comprehensive answers or hold high-level
individuals accountable. Instead, it concludes by highlighting the enduring questions and the
lack of official closure surrounding the alleged activities at Mena, emphasizing the ongoing
struggle for truth and justice in the face of institutional resistance and silence.

Who should read All Quiet at Mena?

This book is ideal for readers interested in political non-fiction, investigative journalism, true
crime, and government conspiracy theories. It appeals to those who question official narratives
and seek in-depth analyses of alleged corruption and cover-ups within federal agencies. Students
of journalism, political science, and criminal justice may also find it a valuable case study.

Questions & Answers
What is the central mystery or controversy investigated in "All Quiet at Mena"?

The book investigates the alleged illegal activities centered around the Mena Intermountain
Municipal Airport in Arkansas during the 1980s. These activities included large-scale drug
smuggling, particularly cocaine, and money laundering operations. The central controversy
revolves around allegations that these operations were conducted with the knowledge, and
possibly even complicity, of various U.S. government agencies, including the CIA, DEA, and FBI,
and that a significant cover-up followed.

Who was Barry Seal and what was his role in the Mena operations?

Barry Seal was a notorious drug smuggler and pilot who operated out of Mena, Arkansas. He
became a key figure in the book's narrative because he later became a confidential informant for
the DEA, providing intelligence on Colombian drug cartels. Leveritt details how Seal's activities at
Mena, and his subsequent cooperation with federal agencies, became central to the allegations
of government involvement and protection surrounding the illicit operations.
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What kind of evidence does Mara Leveritt present to support her claims about Mena?

Mara Leveritt presents a wide array of evidence, including interviews with former law
enforcement officials, pilots, and witnesses, as well as declassified government documents, court
records, and journalistic investigations. She meticulously pieces together a timeline of events,
financial transactions, and flight logs, highlighting inconsistencies in official narratives and
pointing to a pattern of deliberate obfuscation and lack of thorough investigation by authorities.

How does the book connect the Mena operations to broader political figures or
institutions?

The book suggests connections between the Mena operations and high-level political figures,
particularly within Arkansas during Bill Clinton's governorship. While not directly accusing
Clinton of involvement, Leveritt explores how state and federal authorities seemed to avoid a
serious investigation into Mena, raising questions about political influence and the protection of
powerful interests. It also implicates various federal agencies in either facilitating or ignoring the
illicit activities.

What does the title "All Quiet at Mena" signify?

The title "All Quiet at Mena" is ironic and refers to the official silence and lack of meaningful
investigation surrounding the extensive illegal activities at the Mena Intermountain Municipal
Airport. Despite numerous allegations, witness testimonies, and evidence of drug smuggling and
money laundering, authorities often downplayed or ignored the situation, creating a facade of
"quiet" or normalcy, while significant criminal enterprises allegedly operated unchecked.

What was the fate of Barry Seal, and how does the book portray it?

Spoiler: Barry Seal was assassinated in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, in 1986. The book portrays his
death as a critical turning point, suggesting it silenced a key witness who possessed extensive
knowledge of the Mena operations and potentially government complicity. Leveritt details the
circumstances leading to his death and raises questions about whether his status as an
informant and the information he held made him a target for both drug cartels and potentially
others who wished to prevent further revelations.

What role did money laundering play in the Mena scandal, according to Leveritt?

According to Leveritt, money laundering was a crucial component of the Mena scandal,
facilitating the illicit drug trade. She details how large sums of drug money were allegedly
laundered through various financial institutions, often with little scrutiny from regulatory bodies.
This aspect of the operation highlights the sophisticated nature of the criminal enterprise and
the alleged failure of financial oversight, further suggesting a deliberate turning of a blind eye by
authorities.

What is the author's main argument or thesis in "All Quiet at Mena"?
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Mara Leveritt's main argument is that the Mena Intermountain Municipal Airport was a hub for
massive drug smuggling and money laundering operations, and that these activities were not
only known to, but in some instances facilitated or protected by, elements within the U.S.
government. She contends that a deliberate and extensive cover-up prevented a full
investigation and accountability, allowing powerful individuals and agencies to evade justice.

How does the book address the role of the CIA in the Mena operations?

The book explores allegations that the CIA was involved in or aware of the Mena operations,
particularly concerning the use of the airport for covert activities related to Central American
conflicts, such as supporting the Contras. Leveritt suggests that the agency's alleged
involvement created a protective shield around the illicit drug and money laundering activities,
making it difficult for other law enforcement agencies to investigate without encountering
resistance or classified information.

What impact did the Mena scandal have on the local community in Arkansas?

The book describes a community caught between rumors, fear, and a sense of helplessness.
While some locals were aware of unusual activities, many were intimidated or disbelieved by
official denials. The scandal created a climate of suspicion and distrust, impacting the reputation
of the region and leaving many residents feeling that justice was denied and that powerful forces
were operating beyond the reach of local law enforcement.

What challenges did Mara Leveritt face in her investigation for the book?

Mara Leveritt faced significant challenges, including official stonewalling, the classification of
documents, the intimidation of witnesses, and a general reluctance by authorities to pursue the
allegations. She had to contend with conflicting narratives, the difficulty of obtaining reliable
information from a secretive world, and the immense power of the institutions she was
investigating, making her work a testament to persistent investigative journalism.

How does "All Quiet at Mena" contribute to the understanding of government oversight
and accountability?

The book serves as a stark case study illustrating the potential failures of government oversight
and accountability, particularly when national security interests or powerful political figures are
allegedly involved. It highlights how inter-agency conflicts, classification of information, and
political influence can impede justice and allow serious criminal activities to persist unchecked,
raising critical questions about transparency and the rule of law.

Does the book offer a definitive conclusion on who was ultimately responsible for the Mena
operations?

While the book meticulously details the alleged operations and points to strong evidence of
government complicity and cover-up, it doesn't offer a single, definitive "smoking gun" naming
all responsible parties in a court-of-law sense. Instead, Leveritt builds a compelling circumstantial
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case, implicating a network of individuals and agencies, and argues that the systemic failure to
investigate points to a deliberate effort to protect those involved, leaving the ultimate
responsibility diffused but strongly suggested.

What lessons can readers take away from "All Quiet at Mena"?

Readers can learn about the complexities of investigative journalism, the challenges of
uncovering truth against powerful opposition, and the potential for corruption and cover-ups at
high levels of government. The book encourages critical thinking about official narratives, the
importance of a free press, and the need for constant vigilance regarding government
accountability, especially when national security or intelligence operations intersect with criminal
enterprises.

How did the federal government officially respond to the allegations surrounding Mena?

The federal government's official response to the Mena allegations was largely one of denial,
downplaying, or limited, fragmented investigations that often failed to connect the dots. Various
agencies, including the DEA, FBI, and CIA, often issued statements denying significant
involvement or knowledge of the illicit activities, or attributed them solely to criminal elements
without acknowledging broader complicity, leading to the author's conclusion of a systemic
cover-up.

What was the significance of the planes and aviation in the Mena operations?

Planes and aviation were absolutely central to the Mena operations. The Mena Intermountain
Municipal Airport, with its remote location and long runways, served as a perfect hub for
air-dropping and transporting large quantities of cocaine. Barry Seal and other pilots used
various aircraft, often modified, to fly drugs into the U.S. and transport cash out. The book details
how the constant flow of suspicious aircraft went largely uninvestigated for years.

Were there any attempts by local law enforcement to investigate Mena, and what
happened?

Yes, there were attempts by local law enforcement, including some state police officers and local
sheriffs, to investigate the suspicious activities at Mena. However, these efforts were often met
with resistance, lack of cooperation from federal agencies, and even intimidation. The book
details how local investigators found their efforts stymied, their evidence ignored, or their cases
taken over and then dropped by federal authorities, suggesting a deliberate effort to prevent a
full local inquiry.

How does the book portray the role of the media in uncovering the Mena story?

The book highlights the crucial but often difficult role of the media in attempting to uncover the
Mena story. While some journalists, including Leveritt herself, relentlessly pursued the truth,
they often faced skepticism, official denials, and a lack of resources to fully investigate such a
complex and politically sensitive issue. Leveritt's book is, in part, a testament to the persistence
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required by investigative journalists when mainstream outlets might shy away.
What is the enduring legacy or impact of the Mena scandal as presented by Leveritt?

The enduring legacy of the Mena scandal, as presented by Leveritt, is a profound sense of
unresolved justice and a chilling example of potential government corruption and impunity. It
leaves a lasting question mark over the integrity of certain government operations and the
extent to which powerful entities can operate outside the law. The book ensures the story
remains a significant, if controversial, part of American political history.

How does the book describe the scale of the drug smuggling operation at Mena?

The book describes the drug smuggling operation at Mena as vast and highly sophisticated,
involving multiple aircraft, pilots, and millions of dollars worth of cocaine. Leveritt details how
planes would fly in from Central and South America, often dropping drugs in remote areas or

landing directly at Mena, and how the operation continued for years, indicating a well-organized

and protected enterprise that moved enormous quantities of illicit substances.
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