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Overview

A Good Girl's Guide to Murder is a young adult mystery novel that follows Pippa Fitz-Amobi, a
high school senior who chooses a closed murder case for her EPQ project. Five years earlier,
Andie Bell was killed by her boyfriend Sal Singh, who then took his own life. The case was closed,
but Pip is not convinced of Sal's guilt. She begins her own investigation, re-interviewing
witnesses, digging into old evidence, and uncovering secrets that the town of Little Kilton has
kept buried. As she gets closer to the truth, she finds herself in danger, and her determination to
clear Sal's name puts her own life at risk.

The novel is structured as a mix of narrative prose, interview transcripts, text messages, and case
notes, which makes the investigation feel immersive and interactive. Pip's methodical approach
and her partnership with Sal's brother, Ravi, drive the story forward. The book explores themes
of justice, prejudice, and the reliability of memory, while also critiquing how public opinion can
convict someone without due process. The story arc moves from Pip's initial skepticism to a
shocking revelation that implicates multiple people in Andie's death, ultimately proving that the
truth is far more complex than the official story.

Why it matters: This book has become a phenomenon in the YA thriller genre, praised for its
clever plotting, strong female protagonist, and its commentary on true crime culture. It
encourages readers to question assumptions and highlights the dangers of jumping to
conclusions. The novel's success spawned a trilogy and a Netflix adaptation, cementing its place
as a modern classic in young adult literature.

Key Takeaways
* Question the official narrative: Pip's investigation shows that a closed case can hide a web of
lies, and that public opinion is not evidence.

* The importance of thorough research: Pip's EPQ project demonstrates how systematic
note-taking, interviews, and cross-referencing can uncover overlooked details.

* Prejudice can taint justice: The town's quick judgment of Sal Singh, based on his family's
reputation and his 'outsider' status, prevented a fair investigation.

* Trust your instincts but verify: Pip's gut feeling that Sal was innocent drives her, but she
backs it up with evidence and interviews.
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* Secrets have consequences: The novel shows how long-buried secrets can poison
relationships and lead to further crimes.

* Partnership strengthens the search: Pip and Ravi's collaboration shows that two people with
different perspectives can achieve more than one alone.

* Be prepared for danger: Pip's investigation escalates to physical threats, reminding readers
that uncovering truth can be risky.

* The truth may be uncomfortable: The real culprit is someone Pip trusted, illustrating that
evil can hide behind a friendly face.

Chapter Summaries
Part One: The Case

Pip introduces her EPQ project on the Andie Bell case, explaining her belief that Sal Singh was
wrongly accused. She outlines her plan to re-interview key witnesses and gather evidence. The
narrative alternates between Pip's daily life and her case notes, establishing her as a meticulous
and determined student. She contacts Ravi Singh, Sal's brother, who agrees to help her, and they
begin by revisiting the night of Andie's disappearance.

Part Two: The Interviews

Pip and Ravi interview Andie's friends, family, and acquaintances, uncovering inconsistencies in
their stories. They learn about Andie's secret relationships and her involvement with a local drug
dealer. Pip discovers that Andie had a burner phone and was blackmailing someone. The
interviews reveal that several people had motives to harm Andie, and that the police may have
overlooked crucial evidence. Pip's suspicion grows that the case was mishandled.

Part Three: The Breakthrough

Pip finds a key piece of evidence: a voicemail from Andie that was never released. The voicemail
suggests Andie was in danger and that someone else was involved. Pip and Ravi trace Andie's
movements on the night she disappeared, leading them to a remote location. They also discover
that Sal had an alibi that was never verified. The new evidence points to a different suspect, and
Pip realizes that the case is far from closed.

Part Four: The Confrontation

Pip confronts the new suspect, but the situation turns dangerous. She is attacked and left for
dead, but manages to escape and gather more evidence. With Ravi's help, she pieces together
the full story: Andie was killed by someone she trusted, and Sal was framed. Pip presents her
findings to the police, and the true culprit is arrested. The town is shocked, and Sal's name is
cleared posthumously.

Part Five: The Aftermath
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The novel concludes with Pip reflecting on the investigation and its impact on her life. She deals
with the trauma of the attack and the fallout from exposing the truth. Ravi and Pip's relationship
deepens, and Pip decides to continue her studies in criminology. The book ends with Pip looking
toward the future, having learned that justice is not always served by the system, but by those
who are willing to fight for it.

Themes

* Justice and prejudice

* Truth and deception

* The power of investigation
* Grief and closure

* Class and social status

* The reliability of memory

Notable Quotes

* "I'm not a detective. I'm just a girl who wants to prove that a boy was innocent." — Pip
explains her motivation for taking on the case in her EPQ project proposal.

* "The truth is rarely pure and never simple." — Pip reflects on the complexity of the case after
uncovering new evidence.

* "You can't just decide someone is guilty because it's easier." — Pip argues with a classmate
who believes Sal was guilty without question.

« "I think the police were too quick to close the case. They wanted it to be Sal, so they made it
Sal." — Pip tells Ravi her theory about the original investigation.

* "Sometimes the person you least suspect is the one who's been hiding in plain sight." — Pip
realizes the identity of the real killer.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is A Good Girl's Guide to Murder about?

It's a YA mystery about Pippa Fitz-Amobi, a high school student who investigates a five-year-old
murder case for a school project. She believes Sal Singh was wrongly convicted of killing Andie
Bell, and she works to uncover the real killer, facing danger and uncovering secrets in her town.

Is A Good Girl's Guide to Murder worth reading?

Yes, if you enjoy fast-paced mysteries with a strong protagonist and a twisty plot. The book is
engaging, well-written, and keeps you guessing until the end. It's especially popular with fans of
true crime and YA thrillers, and it has a satisfying conclusion that sets up the sequel.
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How does A Good Girl's Guide to Murder end?

Spoiler: Pip discovers that Andie's secret boyfriend, Daniel da Silva, killed her in a fit of rage after
she threatened to expose him. He framed Sal Singh. Pip is attacked by Daniel but survives, and
he is arrested. Sal's name is cleared, and Pip and Ravi grow closer.

Who should read A Good Girl's Guide to Murder?

Teens and young adults who love mystery and thriller novels, especially those with a true-crime
angle. It's also great for readers who enjoy books with mixed media formats, like interviews and
case files. If you liked 'One of Us Is Lying' or 'Truly Devious', you'll likely enjoy this.

How long does it take to read A Good Girl's Guide to Murder?

The book has about 400 pages and an average reading speed of 250 words per minute, it takes
roughly 6-8 hours to read. Most readers finish it in a few days, depending on how much time
they dedicate daily.
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