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Overview
In "2nd Chance," Detective Lindsay Boxer of the San Francisco Police Department returns to face
a cunning serial killer who targets young women, leaving a distinctive calling card: a blue paint
stroke and a number. The case takes a personal turn when Lindsay's best friend, Cindy Thomas, a
journalist, becomes entangled in the investigation, and the killer's pattern suggests a deep
connection to the police force itself. As the body count rises, Lindsay must navigate departmental
politics, a new partner, and her own doubts to stop a murderer who seems to know every move
she makes.

The novel is the second installment in Patterson's Women's Murder Club series, co-authored with
Andrew Gross. It blends police procedural elements with the personal lives of its four main
characters: Lindsay, Cindy, Assistant District Attorney Jill Bernhardt, and medical examiner Claire
Washburn. The story arc follows Lindsay's relentless pursuit of a killer who targets victims with a
specific physical trait, leading to a shocking revelation that the murderer is a former police officer
seeking revenge for a past injustice. The book explores themes of justice, loyalty, and the cost of
obsession, culminating in a tense confrontation that tests Lindsay's resolve and forces her to
confront the dark side of the law enforcement brotherhood.

"2nd Chance" matters as a prime example of the fast-paced thriller genre, showcasing
Patterson's signature short chapters and cliffhanger endings. It also deepens the emotional
bonds among the Women's Murder Club members, setting the stage for their ongoing
adventures. The novel's exploration of corruption within the police force and the moral
complexities of revenge adds depth to what might otherwise be a straightforward crime story,
making it a compelling read for fans of crime fiction and character-driven suspense.

Key Takeaways
• Trust your instincts even when evidence points elsewhere; Lindsay's gut feelings often lead
to crucial breakthroughs.

• The importance of friendship and collaboration: the Women's Murder Club members share
information and support each other, proving that teamwork can crack tough cases.

• Be wary of those in positions of authority; the killer in this book is a former cop, showing
that corruption can hide behind a badge.

• Personal trauma can drive someone to extreme actions, as seen in the killer's motive rooted
in a past family tragedy.
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• Never underestimate the power of a small detail, like the blue paint and the number 2,
which become the key to identifying the killer.

• Facing your own demons is necessary for growth; Lindsay's struggle with her father's death
and her own fears makes her a more effective detective.

• Justice is not always served by the system; sometimes it requires personal sacrifice and
going against the grain.

• The past always catches up, and secrets have a way of surfacing, as the killer's connection to
the police force reveals.

Chapter Summaries
Part One: The First Victim

The book opens with the murder of a young black woman, Tanya, who is shot in a parking
garage. Lindsay Boxer, recently promoted to Lieutenant, is called to the scene. She notices a blue
paint mark on the victim's fingernail and a number '2' written in blood. The case quickly escalates
when another victim is found, and Lindsay realizes they have a serial killer on their hands. The
Women's Murder Club meets to discuss the case, and Cindy, a journalist, provides media
insights. Lindsay struggles with her new role and the pressure of the investigation.

Part Two: The Pattern

The killer strikes again, targeting a young white woman, and the pattern becomes clear: all
victims are petite brunettes. Lindsay and her new partner, Rich Conklin, work the case, but the
lack of leads frustrates them. A break comes when a witness spots a van near the crime scenes.
Meanwhile, Lindsay's father, a retired cop, is diagnosed with a terminal illness, adding personal
strain. The club members rally around Lindsay, and Jill offers legal insights. The killer sends a
taunting letter to the police, signed '2nd Chance,' indicating he is seeking revenge for something.

Part Three: The Connection

The investigation takes a turn when Lindsay discovers that the killer's victims are all related to
people involved in a past police shooting. The killer is targeting the families of officers who were
involved in a controversial case years ago. Lindsay digs into old records and finds a link to a
former officer named Dennis Baxter, who was dismissed from the force. The club realizes the
killer is methodical and patient. Meanwhile, Lindsay's father's health deteriorates, and she must
balance her personal life with the case. The killer strikes again, killing the daughter of a retired
cop, and the pressure mounts.

Part Four: The Trap

Lindsay and the team set a trap using a decoy, but the killer outsmarts them, killing another
victim. The club is devastated, and Lindsay feels responsible. A forensic analysis reveals that the
blue paint is a rare type used in police evidence lockers, suggesting the killer has inside
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knowledge. The team suspects a current or former officer. Lindsay confronts her father about
the old case, and he reveals that Dennis Baxter was wrongly accused of a crime and committed
suicide. The killer is likely Baxter's son, seeking revenge for his father's death. The team races to
find the son, but he has gone into hiding.

Part Five: The Revelation

Lindsay discovers that the killer is actually a woman, the daughter of Dennis Baxter, who has
been posing as a man. She has been using her knowledge of police procedures to evade capture.
The killer's next target is Lindsay herself, as she is the daughter of the officer who was involved in
Baxter's dismissal. The killer kidnaps Lindsay's father from the hospital, and Lindsay must save
him. In a tense confrontation, Lindsay shoots the killer, but not before the killer reveals that
Lindsay's father was the one who framed Dennis Baxter. The truth shakes Lindsay to her core.

Part Six: The Aftermath

The killer is dead, and the case is closed, but Lindsay is left with the devastating truth about her
father. She confronts him, and he admits to his role in Baxter's downfall, explaining that he was
protecting the department. Lindsay is torn between her love for her father and her sense of
justice. The club supports her, and she begins to heal. The book ends with Lindsay visiting her
father's grave, as he dies from his illness, and she reflects on the cost of secrets and the
importance of moving forward. The club members reaffirm their bond, ready for whatever
comes next.

Themes
• Justice and revenge

• Friendship and loyalty

• Corruption in law enforcement

• Family secrets

• Grief and healing

Notable Quotes
• "The killer is a ghost. He's everywhere and nowhere." — Lindsay describes the elusive nature
of the killer to her team.

• "I'm not a cop. I'm a woman who happens to be a cop." — Lindsay reflects on her identity
while dealing with the case.

• "The past is never dead. It's not even past." — Lindsay thinks about the old case that drives
the killer's revenge.
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• "You can't outrun your demons, but you can learn to live with them." — Claire offers advice
to Lindsay about her father's illness.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is 2nd Chance about?

2nd Chance is a crime thriller about Detective Lindsay Boxer hunting a serial killer in San
Francisco. The killer targets young women and leaves a blue paint mark and a number. Lindsay
and her friends in the Women's Murder Club race to find the culprit, uncovering a link to a past
police scandal.

Is 2nd Chance worth reading?

If you enjoy fast-paced police procedurals with strong female characters, yes. The book is a
quick, engaging read with twists and a personal angle for Lindsay. It's part of a series, so reading
the first book helps, but it can stand alone.

How does 2nd Chance end?

Spoiler: Lindsay discovers the killer is Sarah Baxter, daughter of a disgraced cop. Sarah kidnaps
Lindsay's father, but Lindsay saves him and kills Sarah. Lindsay learns her father framed Sarah's
father, leading to his suicide. Her father dies of illness, and Lindsay struggles with the truth.

Who should read 2nd Chance?

Fans of James Patterson's thrillers, readers who like crime fiction with a focus on character
relationships, and anyone who enjoys the Women's Murder Club series. It's suitable for adults
and older teens due to violence and mature themes.

How long does it take to read 2nd Chance?

At an average reading speed of 250 words per minute, it takes about 6-7 hours. The book has
around 400 pages, so most readers finish in a few sittings over a weekend.


