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Overview

" (The Comprehensive in Political Science) by Ahmed Hamouda
Mohamed is a foundational academic text that offers a thorough and systematic exploration of
the discipline of political science. The book aims to provide students, researchers, and
practitioners with a holistic understanding of political phenomena, ranging from classical
theories to contemporary issues. It meticulously dissects the core concepts, methodologies, and
subfields that constitute modern political science, making it an indispensable resource for
anyone seeking a deep dive into the subject. Mohamed's work is characterized by its analytical
rigor and its ability to synthesize complex ideas into an accessible framework, bridging
theoretical discussions with practical applications.

The main argument of the book centers on the interconnectedness of various political
dimensions and the necessity of a comprehensive approach to studying them. It posits that
understanding political systems requires not only an examination of formal institutions but also
an appreciation of historical contexts, cultural influences, economic factors, and societal
dynamics. The book systematically builds this understanding, moving from the fundamental
definitions of politics and power to intricate analyses of state structures, political ideologies,
international relations, and public policy. Its significance lies in its role as a key reference in Arab
academic circles, offering a structured curriculum for political science education and fostering a
nuanced understanding of global and regional political landscapes.

Key Takeaways

* Political science requires a multidisciplinary approach, integrating history, economics,
sociology, and philosophy to fully grasp political phenomena.

* The state remains a central unit of analysis, but its forms, functions, and interactions with
non-state actors are constantly evolving.

* Understanding different political ideologies is crucial for interpreting political behavior and
policy choices across various systems.

* International relations are shaped by a complex interplay of power, cooperation, conflict,
and the pursuit of national interests.

* Effective governance depends on robust institutions, active citizen participation, and
responsive public policies.
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* Political development is a continuous process influenced by internal dynamics and external
pressures, often leading to diverse outcomes.

Chapter Summaries

Introduction to Political Science

This chapter defines political science, outlining its scope, methodologies, and its interdisciplinary
connections with other social sciences. It establishes the foundational concepts and theoretical
frameworks necessary for a comprehensive study of political phenomena, setting the stage for
subsequent detailed analyses.

The State: Origins, Forms, and Functions

This section explores the historical origins and evolution of the state, examining various theories
of state formation and its essential components. It analyzes different types of states, their
sovereignty, and their fundamental roles in maintaining order, providing public services, and
representing collective interests.

Political Systems and Regimes

This chapter provides a comparative analysis of diverse political systems and regimes, including
democracies, authoritarian systems, and hybrid forms. It delves into their institutional
structures, mechanisms of power distribution, and the operational dynamics that characterize
their governance and decision-making processes.

Political Ideologies and Thought

This part discusses the major political ideologies that have shaped modern political thought and
action, such as liberalism, conservatism, socialism, and nationalism. It traces their historical
development, core tenets, and their influence on political movements, policies, and societal
values.

Political Participation and Civil Society

This chapter examines the various forms of citizen engagement in the political process, including
elections, political parties, and interest groups. It also explores the vital role of civil society
organizations in advocating for public interests, influencing policy, and fostering democratic
accountability.

International Relations and Global Politics

This section covers the principal theories of international relations, analyzing the dynamics of
interaction among states and non-state actors in the global arena. It discusses international
organizations, global governance challenges, and the complex interplay of conflict, cooperation,
and power in world affairs.
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Public Policy and Administration

This chapter delves into the processes of public policy formulation, implementation, and
evaluation within governmental structures. It also explores the principles of public
administration, the role of bureaucracy, and the challenges of effective governance in delivering
public services and achieving societal goals.

Political Development and Modernization

This part explores theories of political development and modernization, examining the factors
that drive political change and stability in different societies. It addresses the challenges faced by
developing nations and the impact of globalization on political transitions and institutional
reforms.

Themes

* Political Theory

* Statecraft

* International Relations
* Governance

* Power Dynamics

* Political Development

Frequently Asked Questions
What is about?

" "is a comprehensive academic textbook by Ahmed Hamouda

Mohamed that provides a systematic exploration of political science. It covers fundamental
concepts, theories, political systems, ideologies, international relations, and public policy,
offering a holistic understanding of the discipline.

Is worth reading?

Yes, it is highly regarded as a foundational text for students and scholars of political science,
particularly in the Arab world. Its depth, analytical rigor, and comprehensive coverage make it an
invaluable resource for understanding complex political phenomena.

How does end?

Spoiler: The book concludes with a synthesis of the major theories and concepts discussed
throughout its chapters, often offering a forward-looking perspective on the challenges and
future directions of political science as a discipline in a globalized world.
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Who should read ?

This book is primarily intended for university students studying political science, international
relations, and public administration. It is also highly beneficial for academics, researchers, and
anyone seeking a deep, structured understanding of political theory and practice.

How long does it take to read ?

Given its comprehensive nature and academic depth, reading " "

thoroughly could take approximately 1200 to 1800 minutes (20 to 30 hours), depending on the
reader's pace and prior familiarity with the subject matter.
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