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Overview
Noura Al Noman's "Ajwan" is a compelling dystopian science fiction novel that plunges readers
into a future where humanity is divided and oppressed. The story centers on Ajwan, a young
woman living a seemingly peaceful life in a post-apocalyptic world, until her existence is violently
shattered. An attack by the enigmatic and powerful 'Guardians' results in the death of her family
and the abduction of her infant child, propelling her into a desperate quest for survival and
revenge.

Driven by an unyielding desire to rescue her child and uncover the truth behind the Guardians'
tyranny, Ajwan is forced to confront the harsh realities of her world. She is rescued by a
clandestine resistance movement, a diverse group of individuals fighting against the oppressive
regime that controls both Earth's surface and the advanced space colonies. As Ajwan undergoes
rigorous training and participates in dangerous missions, she not only develops into a
formidable fighter but also uncovers shocking secrets about her own past, the history of her
people, and the true nature of the conflict. The novel explores profound themes of motherhood,
sacrifice, freedom, and the resilience of the human spirit in the face of overwhelming adversity,
making it a significant contribution to contemporary Arabic science fiction.

Key Takeaways
• The fight for freedom often demands immense personal sacrifice and unwavering resolve.

• Even in the darkest times, hope can be found in unexpected alliances and shared purpose.

• Technological advancement, without ethical guidance, can easily lead to new forms of
oppression and control.

• One individual's determination, fueled by personal loss, can ignite a powerful movement
against tyranny.

• The bonds of family and community serve as powerful motivators for survival and resistance
against injustice.

• Questioning authority and seeking truth are crucial steps towards liberation from
oppressive systems.

Chapter Summaries
Part 1: The Underwater City of Atlantis
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The story introduces Ajwan, a young Amwaj girl living in the serene underwater city of Atlantis.
She is an orphan, raised by her aunt and uncle, and possesses an unusual affinity for the ocean's
creatures. Her people, the Amwaj, live in harmony with the marine environment, utilizing
advanced technology powered by the ocean's energy. Ajwan often feels a sense of being
different, a quiet longing for something more, despite the peaceful existence. The city is depicted
as a marvel of bio-luminescent architecture and a sanctuary of knowledge and culture, a stark
contrast to the impending darkness.

Part 2: The Ghorab Invasion

The tranquility of Atlantis is brutally shattered by a sudden and devastating invasion by the
Ghorab, a ruthless alien empire known for its conquest and enslavement of various species.
Ajwan witnesses the destruction of her home and the slaughter of her people, including her
beloved aunt and uncle. Amidst the chaos and horror, she is captured along with many other
Amwaj survivors. This event marks the traumatic end of her innocent life and the beginning of
her journey as a prisoner, forced to confront the harsh realities of intergalactic warfare and
oppression.

Part 3: Captivity Aboard the Mothership

Ajwan is transported aboard a massive Ghorab mothership, a dark, metallic, and oppressive
vessel teeming with captives from countless conquered worlds. She is stripped of her identity
and forced into servitude, experiencing the harsh discipline and cruelty of her captors. Onboard,
she meets other prisoners, including Ammar, a young boy from another planet, and an older,
resilient woman who offers her guidance. Ajwan begins to learn about the vastness of the
Ghorab empire, their systematic methods of resource extraction, and their brutal control over
enslaved populations, fueling her growing desire for freedom.

Part 4: Awakening of Latent Powers

During her time in captivity, Ajwan begins to experience strange and powerful manifestations of
abilities she never knew she possessed. These powers are deeply connected to water, allowing
her to manipulate it in ways even beyond the natural capabilities of her Amwaj people, and to
communicate telepathically with marine life, even in the sterile environment of the Ghorab ship.
These abilities often surface in moments of extreme distress or danger, offering her fleeting
glimpses of hope and a potential means of resistance. She struggles to understand and control
these burgeoning powers, realizing they make her truly unique.

Part 5: Forging Alliances and Planning Escape

Ajwan, driven by the memory of her lost family and the desire for freedom, begins to forge
deeper connections with her fellow captives, particularly Ammar. Together, they start to observe
the Ghorab's routines, identify weaknesses in the ship's security, and gather crucial information.
They discreetly plan an escape, a perilous endeavor that requires careful coordination and
immense courage. The group, a diverse collection of aliens united by their shared suffering,
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forms a fragile but determined alliance, risking everything for a chance at liberation from their
oppressors.

Part 6: The Perilous Escape Attempt

The meticulously planned escape is put into action, leading to a chaotic and high-stakes
confrontation with the Ghorab guards. The attempt is fraught with danger, explosions, and close
calls. Ajwan utilizes her burgeoning water manipulation powers to create diversions and
overcome obstacles, showcasing her growing control. While many captives manage to break
free, the escape is not without its casualties and separations. Ajwan, amidst the pandemonium,
finds herself separated from Ammar and other allies, narrowly escaping the mothership but
adrift in the vast, unknown expanse of space.

Part 7: Crash-Landing and New Encounters

After a harrowing journey through space, Ajwan's escape pod crash-lands on an unfamiliar
planet, a world vastly different from her oceanic home. Injured and disoriented, she must quickly
adapt to the new environment, facing unknown flora and fauna, and the constant threat of
discovery by Ghorab patrols. She encounters various indigenous species, some hostile, others
cautious. Eventually, she stumbles upon a hidden outpost of resistance fighters, a diverse
coalition of beings from different planets who have also suffered under the Ghorab empire and
are actively fighting for their freedom.

Part 8: Joining the Resistance

Ajwan, finding common ground with the resistance fighters, decides to join their cause. She
undergoes rigorous training, not only to refine her unique water-based powers but also to learn
combat techniques and strategic planning. Under the guidance of experienced leaders, she
transforms from a traumatized survivor into a capable and determined warrior. She learns more
about the vast network of the Ghorab empire and the widespread suffering it inflicts, solidifying
her resolve to fight for justice and liberation for all oppressed peoples, not just her own.

Part 9: The Search for Allies and Information

As a member of the resistance, Ajwan participates in several reconnaissance missions and
skirmishes against Ghorab forces. She learns to navigate the complexities of interspecies
alliances and the moral ambiguities of war. During this period, she actively seeks information
about the fate of her fellow Amwaj and, specifically, Ammar. She discovers that the Ghorab are
developing a new, devastating weapon, and the resistance's mission becomes more urgent: to
disrupt these plans and potentially rescue more captives, including those she cares about.

Part 10: Infiltrating the Ghorab Stronghold

The resistance devises a daring plan to infiltrate a heavily fortified Ghorab stronghold, believed
to be the location of the new weapon or a major command center. Ajwan is a key part of this
mission, her unique abilities essential for navigating the base's defenses and neutralizing
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threats. The infiltration is tense and dangerous, requiring stealth, teamwork, and quick thinking.
They face advanced Ghorab technology and elite soldiers, pushing Ajwan's skills and courage to
their limits as they delve deeper into enemy territory.

Part 11: Confrontation and Turning the Tide

Inside the stronghold, Ajwan and her team confront high-ranking Ghorab commanders and
engage in a fierce battle. Ajwan unleashes the full extent of her water manipulation powers,
creating devastating attacks and defensive barriers, proving instrumental in the fight. The
resistance manages to achieve a significant victory, disrupting the Ghorab's plans, destroying
critical infrastructure, and liberating a substantial number of prisoners. While the war against the
Ghorab empire is far from over, this success marks a crucial turning point, offering renewed
hope and solidifying Ajwan's role as a powerful leader and symbol of resistance.

Themes
• Survival and resilience

• Freedom vs. oppression

• Motherhood and sacrifice

• Identity and belonging

• Hope in despair

Frequently Asked Questions
What is ����� about?

Ajwan is a science fiction novel about a young woman named Ajwan whose peaceful life is
shattered when her family is killed and her child abducted by an oppressive regime called the
Guardians. She joins a resistance movement to fight for freedom, rescue her child, and uncover
the truth about her world.

Is ����� worth reading?

Yes, Ajwan is highly regarded as a significant work in Arabic science fiction. It offers a compelling
narrative of survival, resistance, and personal growth, set in a richly imagined dystopian future.
Readers who enjoy action-packed stories with strong female protagonists and deep themes will
find it rewarding.

How does ����� end?

Spoiler: The novel culminates in a major confrontation between the resistance and the
Guardians. Ajwan plays a crucial role in disrupting the Guardians' control, leading to a shift in
power. While her personal quest for her child's rescue is central, the ending also focuses on the
broader implications for the future of humanity and the ongoing struggle for freedom.
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Who should read �����?

Readers who enjoy dystopian science fiction, stories of rebellion against oppressive regimes, and
narratives featuring strong female protagonists will appreciate Ajwan. It's also recommended for
those interested in contemporary Arabic literature and its contributions to the sci-fi genre.

How long does it take to read �����?

Most readers can expect to finish Ajwan in approximately 6 to 8 hours, depending on their
reading speed and engagement with the detailed world-building and plot.

Questions & Answers
Who is Ajwan and what is her primary motivation at the beginning of the story?

Ajwan is a young woman belonging to the 'Others,' an aquatic species with unique abilities, who
live in harmony with the ocean. At the story's outset, her primary motivation is driven by
immense personal tragedy: her planet has been destroyed, and her newborn baby has been
stolen from her by humans. She is captured and imprisoned but manages to escape, embarking
on a perilous journey across the galaxy with the sole purpose of finding and rescuing her child,
driven by a powerful maternal instinct and a desperate hope for reunion.

What are the 'Others' and how do they differ from humans in the novel?

The 'Others' are an advanced aquatic species, characterized by their deep connection to the
ocean, their ability to breathe underwater, and their unique communication methods, including
telepathy with marine life. They are depicted as peaceful, environmentally conscious beings who
live in harmony with their natural surroundings. Humans, in contrast, are often portrayed as
technologically advanced but destructive, exploiting resources and exhibiting prejudice and fear
towards the 'Others,' leading to conflict and misunderstanding between the two species.

What is the significance of the 'pearls' in Ajwan's culture and in the broader narrative?

In Ajwan's culture, 'pearls' are not merely decorative but hold profound spiritual and cultural
significance. They are living entities, often described as containing memories, wisdom, and even
the souls of ancestors or important events. They serve as a connection to their past and their
identity. In the broader narrative, the pearls become a crucial element in Ajwan's quest, often
guiding her or revealing vital information, symbolizing the enduring spirit and heritage of her
people despite their displacement and suffering.

How does Ajwan's journey explore themes of identity and belonging?

Ajwan's journey is a profound exploration of identity and belonging as she navigates a universe
where her species is misunderstood and persecuted. Having lost her home and family, she
constantly grapples with who she is without her community and where she truly belongs. She
encounters both hostility and unexpected allies, forcing her to define her identity not just by her
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heritage but by her actions and choices. Her quest for her child is intertwined with her search for
a place where she and her kind can exist safely and authentically.

What role does prejudice play in the conflict between humans and the 'Others'?

Prejudice is a central theme driving the conflict between humans and the 'Others.' Humans view
the 'Others' with suspicion, fear, and often outright hostility, perceiving them as alien and
dangerous due to their unique abilities and appearance. This prejudice leads to the destruction
of the 'Others'' home planet, their capture, and the separation of families. Ajwan herself
experiences this prejudice firsthand, highlighting how unfounded fear and lack of understanding
can escalate into violence and systemic oppression, making her journey not just personal but
also a fight against injustice.

What unique abilities does Ajwan possess, and how do they develop throughout the story?

Ajwan possesses several unique abilities inherent to her species, which develop significantly
throughout her journey. Initially, she can breathe underwater and communicate telepathically
with marine life. As she faces increasing challenges, her connection to water deepens, allowing
her to manipulate it in powerful ways, such as creating currents or shields. These abilities are not
just tools for survival but are deeply tied to her identity and heritage, growing stronger as she
embraces her true self and her purpose, becoming a formidable force against her adversaries.

How does the novel address environmental themes?

The novel strongly addresses environmental themes by contrasting the 'Others'' harmonious
existence with nature against humanity's destructive tendencies. The 'Others'' home planet is
destroyed due to human exploitation and disregard for ecological balance, serving as a stark
warning about environmental degradation. Ajwan's deep connection to the ocean and marine
life underscores the importance of respecting and protecting natural ecosystems. The narrative
advocates for sustainable living and highlights the devastating consequences of unchecked
technological advancement and resource depletion, urging readers to consider humanity's
impact on the environment.

What kind of relationship does Ajwan have with her mother, and how does it influence her
actions?

Ajwan's relationship with her mother is deeply influential, even after her mother's presumed
death. Her mother instilled in her a strong sense of identity, resilience, and the importance of
their cultural heritage. Memories and teachings from her mother often guide Ajwan, providing
comfort, wisdom, and strength during her most challenging moments. The desire to honor her
mother's legacy and to protect the values she represented also fuels Ajwan's determination to
find her child and secure a future for her species, making her mother a constant, guiding
presence throughout her quest.

What is the significance of the title 'Ajwan'?
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The title 'Ajwan' is the protagonist's name, and it holds significant meaning within the context of
the story. In Arabic, 'Ajwan' can refer to a small gulf or bay, often associated with water and
shelter. This reflects the character's deep connection to the ocean and her species' aquatic
nature. More profoundly, it symbolizes her journey as she navigates vast, dangerous spaces in
search of a safe haven, a 'bay' for herself and her child. Her name also represents her unique
identity and her role as a beacon of hope for her displaced people.

Who are some of Ajwan's key allies, and how do they aid her quest?

Ajwan gathers several key allies throughout her journey, each contributing uniquely to her quest.
Among them are individuals from various species who, despite initial skepticism or fear, come to
understand and support her. These allies often provide crucial information, help her escape
dangerous situations, or offer emotional support. Their diverse skills and perspectives are
essential for navigating the complex political landscape and overcoming the formidable
obstacles she faces, demonstrating the power of interspecies cooperation and empathy in the
face of adversity.

How does Ajwan's understanding of humanity evolve throughout the novel?

Ajwan's understanding of humanity undergoes a significant evolution. Initially, she views
humans primarily through the lens of their destructive actions and prejudice, seeing them as the
enemy responsible for her suffering. However, as her journey progresses, she encounters
individual humans who defy these stereotypes, showing kindness, empathy, and even active
support. These interactions challenge her preconceived notions, leading her to recognize the
complexity and diversity within humanity, understanding that not all humans are alike and that
compassion can exist even amidst widespread conflict.

What challenges does Ajwan face in communicating with other species?

Ajwan faces significant challenges in communicating with other species, particularly humans.
Her species communicates through a blend of telepathy, subtle gestures, and a unique language
tied to their aquatic environment, which is vastly different from human verbal communication.
This language barrier often leads to misunderstandings, suspicion, and frustration. While she
can communicate with marine life, bridging the gap with land-dwelling, technologically advanced
species requires immense effort, often relying on interpreters or developing new forms of
interaction, highlighting themes of cultural and linguistic differences.

Spoiler: What is the ultimate fate of Ajwan's baby?

Spoiler: Ajwan successfully finds her baby, who has been held by humans for study. The reunion
is a powerful moment, but it's complicated by the baby having been exposed to human
environments. Ajwan's ultimate goal is to ensure her child's safety and future, which involves not
only rescuing the baby but also finding a new, secure home for her and the remnants of her
species, ensuring the continuation of their lineage and culture away from human interference
and prejudice.
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What is the role of technology in the world of 'Ajwan'?

Technology plays a dual role in the world of 'Ajwan.' For humans, it represents advanced
civilization, enabling space travel, complex weaponry, and sophisticated surveillance, often used
for control and destruction. For the 'Others,' technology is less central to their way of life, which
is more attuned to nature, though they possess their own forms of advanced, environmentally
integrated technology. The novel critiques unchecked technological progress, showing how it
can lead to environmental devastation and ethical dilemmas, while also acknowledging its
potential for connection and exploration when used responsibly.

How does Ajwan's personal quest intertwine with a larger struggle for her species'
survival?

Ajwan's personal quest to find her baby quickly intertwines with a larger struggle for her species'
survival. Her journey exposes her to the systemic persecution and displacement faced by the
'Others' after their home planet's destruction. As she gathers allies and learns more about the
universe, her mission expands beyond just her child to encompass finding a safe haven and
securing a future for all surviving 'Others.' She becomes a symbol of hope and resistance, her
individual fight for family mirroring the collective fight for existence and dignity of her entire
species.

What lessons can readers take away from 'Ajwan' regarding diversity and acceptance?

Readers can take away significant lessons regarding diversity and acceptance from 'Ajwan.' The
novel powerfully illustrates the dangers of prejudice, fear of the unknown, and the destructive
consequences of failing to understand and accept those who are different. Through Ajwan's
experiences and the interactions between various species, it promotes empathy, highlighting
how cooperation and mutual respect can overcome deep-seated biases. It encourages readers to
look beyond superficial differences and recognize the shared humanity (or sentience) that binds
all beings, advocating for a more inclusive and tolerant world.

How does Ajwan demonstrate resilience throughout her arduous journey?

Ajwan demonstrates extraordinary resilience throughout her arduous journey. Despite losing
her home, her family, and her freedom, she never gives up on her quest to find her baby. She
endures capture, betrayal, physical hardship, and emotional despair, yet continually finds the
strength to push forward. Her resilience is fueled by her deep maternal love, her connection to
her heritage, and an unwavering hope for a better future. She adapts to new environments,
learns from her mistakes, and consistently chooses courage over despair, embodying an
indomitable spirit.

What is the significance of the different planets and environments Ajwan visits?

The different planets and environments Ajwan visits are significant as they reflect various aspects
of the galaxy's diversity and the challenges she faces. Each new world introduces her to different
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species, cultures, and dangers, expanding her understanding of the universe. These varied
settings also highlight the contrast between natural, harmonious environments (like her home
planet) and technologically advanced, often polluted or oppressive ones. They serve as
backdrops for her growth, forcing her to adapt and utilize her unique abilities in diverse
circumstances, underscoring themes of adaptation and survival.

How does Ajwan's relationship with her own unique abilities evolve?

Ajwan's relationship with her unique abilities evolves from an innate, almost unconscious
connection to a conscious mastery. Initially, her aquatic abilities are simply part of who she is.
However, as she faces extreme threats and learns more about her heritage, she begins to
understand and actively harness her powers, particularly her telepathy with marine life and her
control over water. This evolution signifies her growing self-acceptance and empowerment,
transforming her from a vulnerable refugee into a powerful protector and leader, fully
embracing the strength that comes from her true nature.

What is the main conflict driving the narrative of 'Ajwan'?

The main conflict driving the narrative of 'Ajwan' is multifaceted. At its core, it's Ajwan's personal
struggle to reunite with her stolen baby after the destruction of her home planet. This personal
quest is set against a larger backdrop of interspecies conflict and prejudice between humans and
the 'Others.' The conflict is fueled by human fear and exploitation, leading to the persecution of
Ajwan's people. Thus, the narrative explores the clash between different ways of life, the fight for
survival against oppression, and the search for justice and belonging in a hostile universe.


